
JOURNAL PROMPTS for Middle Schoolers

Directions…

1. Read the prompt of the week.
2. Respond using correct capitalization, grammar,

punctuation, and spelling.
3. Read over your response thoroughly to make sure all parts

of the prompt are included.
4. Prepare to share your journal.

Journal Response Rubric
Rating Content Conventions Presentation

4
Student responded to
and incorporated ALL
components of the
journal prompt.

Student included a
topic sentence,
specific details, and a
closing sentence for
each paragraph.

Student writing is
thorough, organized,
and on-topic.

Student spelled all
words correctly.

Student used perfect
grammar with no errors.

Student capitalized and
punctuated with no errors.

The first word of each
paragraph is indented
and words are spaced
correctly.

It is evident the
student proofread
the journal
response.



3
Student responded to
and incorporated most
of the essential
information in
response to the journal
prompt.

Student included a
topic sentence, many
specific details, and a
closing
sentence for each
paragraph.

Student writing is on-topic.

Student had 1-2 spelling
errors.

Student used mostly
correct grammar with
1-2 errors.

Student capitalized and
punctuated with 1-2 errors.

The first word of each
paragraph is indented
and words are spaced
correctly.

2
Student responded to
and incorporated
some of the essential
information in
response to the journal
prompt.

Student did not include a
topic sentence, any
specific details, and/or a
closing sentence for
each
paragraph.

Student writing is
incomplete and not
on-topic.

Student had 3-4 spelling
errors.

Student used
inconsistent grammar
with 3-4 errors.

Student capitalized and
punctuated with 3-4 errors.

Indentation and
spacing are
inconsistent.

1
Student included no
essential information to
complete the journal
response.

Student did not include a
topic sentence, any
details, or a closing
sentence .

Student writing is
unfinished, disorganized,
and off-topic.

Student spelled more
than 5 words incorrectly.

Student used poor
grammar with more than
5 errors.

Student capitalized and
punctuated writing with
more than 5 errors.

Student response is illegible.

Student did not indent or
organize writing in
sentence or paragraph
form.
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Summer Writing Prompt #1
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

If you could be an ice cream truck driver anywhere in the world for the summer, where
would it be? Why would you choose to drive your truck here? What ice cream treats would
you be sure to carry?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #2
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

You are a popsicle-maker for a local ice cream stand. What flavors would you make so
that you had unique and original flavors? What flavor would you refuse to make? How is
your product different from what people can buy in a store?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #3
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

You have been hired as a lifeguard. You have been given the option of lifeguarding at a
pool or beach anywhere in the United States. Where would you lifeguard and why would
you choose this particular location? Cite three reasons to support your answer.

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #4
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

You have been elected to select where your family will travel for a week-long vacation.
Where would you decide for your family to travel? Why did you select this location? What
will you need to pack?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #5
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

Two neighbors are in need of childcare for the summer. One family has three children ages
10, 8, and 6. The other family has two-year-old twins. Which family would you choose to
work for? Cite three reasons to support your thoughts.



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #6
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

The local pizza restaurant is in need of a pizza delivery person and an individual to bus
tables. Which job at the pizza shop would you choose? Cite three reasons to support
your thoughts.

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #7
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

A pool equipment company has contacted you regarding pool float design. They are in need
of a design that swimmers aged ten to eighteen would like to use when swimming in a pool.
Create a design for a popular pool float and explain why a swimmer in this age group would
want to own this pool equipment.
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Draw image below.
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Summer Writing Prompt #8
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

The local elementary school has contacted you for summer camp ideas. They will be
holding a sports camp, but are struggling to come up with another camp idea that students
will want to attend. Describe in detail a unique camp idea that students your age would be
interested in attending. Provide a camp name, list materials needed, cost of the camp,
and create a flyer encouraging others to attend.

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #9
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

Describe three activities you could do with sidewalk chalk.

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #10
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

Your neighborhood is having a block party and you are in charge of the menu and the
games. Share three food items you would make or bring to the block party. What games
would you come up with that were unique and fun for others to play?

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #11
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

Your neighbors set up a lemonade stand every other day. You see that they are making a
good amount of money, but are spending a great deal of money in order to make the
lemonade and buy the cups. Come up with another business idea that you could do in
order to make money. What would you sell? Why would you sell this item(s)? How would



you guarantee that you would make a profit?

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ © Erin

Beers - MrsBeers.com __________________________________________________
Summer Writing Prompt #12

Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

A local donut shop has closed. The mayor of the town says that he will allow the person
with the best business idea to use this space rent free. What type of store or shop would
you choose to run if the mayor gave you this opportunity? Why?

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #13
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

The fruit crops did not grow very well in the spring months, therefore there is a shortage
in fruit. If you could only eat three different types of fruit for the entire summer, which
three fruits would you choose? Create three different recipes using these three different
fruits.

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #14
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

A plot of land has been donated to your town by an elderly man that wanted to have his
house demolished and his land donated after he passed away. The town is struggling to
come up with the best idea for this land in order to meet the needs of children of different
ages. Write a proposal sharing what you think should be done with this land and cite three
reasons why in order to validate your ideas. Draw a blueprint of your idea for the land.
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #15
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

An amusement park developer has been spotted in the area. He is trying to decide how to
develop a family-friendly amusement park. Determine 5 rides that should be built at the new
amusement park. Determine a name, create an illustration, and description for each. Use
the back of this paper for your designs.
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #16
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

The state governor has decided to ban all soda consumption for kids during the summer
months. Write a letter to the governor supporting his decision or challenging his decision.
Cite three specific reasons to support your position.

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #17
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

It has been pouring rain for ten straight days. Come up with and share three different
games that could be played outside in the pouring rain. Create names, provide directions
for how to play, and create a list of rules.

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #18
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

You have been given the choice of working with a local landscaping company or in an
animal shelter. Cite three reasons you would want to work for the landscaping company or
three reasons why you would want to work at an animal shelter.

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #19
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

You have an allowance, but it is not as much as you would like. Therefore you decide to
start a dog-walking business. Design and create a flyer that advertises your new business
adventure. You need a name, hours of service, fee, and an eye-catching design to attract
customers.

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Summer Writing Prompt #20
Directions: Read the summer writing prompt. Respond using correct capitalization,
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Read over your response thoroughly to make
sure all parts of the prompt are included. Prepare to share your journal.

The S'more is the quintessential summer treat. Sitting by a campfire, roasting
marshmallows, then combining with graham crackers and chocolate, smooshed together
creates a perfect handheld snack. A local chocolate company is having a contest. A $1,000
prize will be awarded to the individual that comes up with the next big summer treat. One
ingredient must be chocolate, but the other ingredients can be of any variety. Come up with
a $1,000 chocolaty snack idea. What other ingredients are needed? How is the treat made?
What is this treat's name?

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________


