The Great Games: "Zulus, Sir - thousands of ‘'em!"
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d . NOVEL FOOTBALL| ‘MATCH. . ' _
ak K anqTEBmELD LUB. v. ZULUS, | . You simply couldn't do this,
\d O‘n Monday & football ml.’l;ch under the pattonaga of | nowadays, and being a

18 | the | Mayor, was played | on the Reocreatfon Ground,

M | Chesterfipld, between tgr Town. Clab | ?d Messu.

1e - Btewer and Rollmg‘s 4 igEun! Zulos.” | |1t is hardly[
necessary to say that the latter team was ompoied. of

¥ | well kno}n Bheffield pla erﬂ. “ gat up” to represent the Zulus were formed by
dnsky wdrriors ot South Africa. = They Have nlready, ) .

s | played at Bearborough a d keffiald, aud at the latter Sheffield footballers in 1879 to

| | placa thay defeated the tbam brought dgainst t.l;em by |

#- | fiva gonls fio four. At Shoffild their bodies were covered. play benefit matches for the

28 | with black jerseys and stg;ck ngs, their | !a g wore oorked,’ widows and orphans of the

mn a.nd with feathers round their heads an eads round
- | their neqlss, they presentqd 8 Very tolerable appearance.{  Zylu Wars, but they soon fell

er | The onlél{hﬁ‘erence in their costume on Mon
2 | the {rin

upon their knéas*, arms, &c., wis white in- | - foul of all sorts of allegations
i | ste
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(once-beardy) woke liberal, |
think that is a good thing. The

bla,ck——nndoubt;em a. great improvemeént, for
IL'| black fringe round - black jerseys and stockings was'| that they had trousered some
by ‘hardly cern&ble - Te weather was| ise;abla, but b of the money in order to pay
, 10 |ither B.s neverthel 48, - & vely larg :
in 'm§ | spectators. | The gronndl was so slip- | themselves a wage for
0T H
251 pe the wet that y was. diffienlt, . .
@"{:tf wer, freinent ~ Cheste éeld won the t(;:s \m‘ill‘dhthiba" - playing! This was an era when
28 | wag' started shortly before thred o’cloc e home :
‘j ted, ceﬂamiy had the brfea of it during thi formet part the game was St_'” Stal‘!nChly
BRG | of the g#me, hut the Zulm 'plackily defen ‘ad their cita- amateur, accordmg to its
8% | qal| Aldlight serimmsge, however, endued opposite the )
;ﬁ;g Zaln goal, and the ballwta:sh%t hr(E:gg ILev}:ls, v;hok public face, although ad-hoc
184 | thns made the first scors for Chesterfield. | In about ten
viit mtnpte (gafterwnrds “’I‘Bmmy” Bishop got possession payments to good players
8| ofithe dll and ran it down the fleld, with the Zulus | \yere rife. (Chesterfield's
W,Y1 | in Hot bht fruitless ehage, for ** Tommy," with & well-

i | direrted kick, sent the leather straight between the posts. | Tommy Bishop played five
“‘;ed Nogkth score was made up to half-time, Chesterfield:
b ‘thug hay

ing secured two goals to none. | It was pre- games for different clubs on
hat they were gaing to have a ; ;
',  soon’ emdentgnqter the change.; £ ends. that .SUCCGSSIVG days in one week
] of staying | in 1880, and you can bet that
not o sy
heir stronghold he didn't do that for half an

vely work, the | Orange at half-time.)
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f ‘ho""n é,n :f:f; :;;i::; One of the team's last acts
ablad their efforts. | before disbandment in 1882
® | was to turn down the invitation
of a tour to South Africa, of all
places! The report is of extra
interest since it contains one
of the earliest references to
Chesterfield as "The Town
Club," a distinction that was
probably stressed to
differentiate it from the Spital
Club, who were by then
styling themselves as
"Chesterfield (Spital.)" The




match also saw what | suspect was the first programme issued for a Chesterfield FC
home game. It was issued and sold by the visiting team to further boost their funds,
but it was a programme, still, and at a Chesterfield home game!



