
The Great Games: "Zulus, Sir - thousands of 'em!" 

 

You simply couldn't do this, 
nowadays, and being a 
(once-beardy) woke liberal, I 
think that is a good thing. The 
Zulus were formed by 
Sheffield footballers in 1879 to 
play benefit matches for the 
widows and orphans of the 
Zulu Wars, but they soon fell 
foul of all sorts of allegations 
that they had trousered some 
of the money in order to pay 
themselves a wage for 
playing! This was an era when 
the game was still staunchly 
amateur, according to its 
public face, although ad-hoc 
payments to good players 
were rife. (Chesterfield's 
Tommy Bishop played five 
games for different clubs on 
successive days in one week 
in 1880, and you can bet that 
he didn't do that for half an 
orange at half-time.)​
​
One of the team's last acts 
before disbandment in 1882 
was to turn down the invitation 
of a tour to South Africa, of all 
places! The report is of extra 
interest since it contains one 
of the earliest references to 
Chesterfield as "The Town 
Club," a distinction that was 
probably stressed to 
differentiate it from the Spital 
Club, who were by then 
styling themselves as 
"Chesterfield (Spital.)" The 



match also saw what I suspect was the first programme issued for a Chesterfield FC 
home game. It was issued and sold by the visiting team to further boost their funds, 
but it was a programme, still, and at a Chesterfield home game! 

 


