United Students Against Sweatshops at the University of Michigan
March 15th, 2024

President Santa J. Ono
Office of the President
3190 Ruthven Building
1109 Geddes Ave

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1079

Dear President Ono,

We, United Students Against Sweatshops (USAS), are writing to you in a moment of great
disappointment. Next month marks four years since U-M producing garment workers were
victims of an illegal wage theft scheme at Hong Seng Knitting—a U-M x Nike supplier in
Bangkok, Thailand—and had $800.000 in wages stolen from them. As a result of this appalling
scheme, a worker who spoke up about Hong Seng’s crimes was threatened with police violence,

and was forced to flee with his family to Myanmar. It is unequivocally clear: the actions of
Hong Seng are intolerable human rights violations, and through U-M’s $173.8 million
contract with Nike, this university remains complicit.

Further exacerbating our intense dissatisfaction, your administration has failed in its duty to
uphold human rights in its response to the violations at Hong Seng, and failed to address
Nike’s disregard for continued relationship with U-M.

Needless to remind you, the President’s Advisory Committee on Labor Standards and Human
Rights (PACLSHR) worked tirelessly to research, compile, and report the atrocities at Hong
Seng and Nike’s response as clear violations of U-M’s apparel contract. [n this report, PACLSHR
outlined three recommendations:

|.  Recommendation 1: The Committee recommends that Nike should honor Section
31 of the 2016 sponsorship agreement and make available reports of
investigations to the University of Michigan by October 21, 2023
lI.  Recommendation 2: The Committee recommends that Nike should ensure that the
Hong Seng Knitting Company Limited workers are paid appropriate
compensation due to them for the unpaid wages during the furlough period,
preferably by October 31, 2023.
lll.  Recommendation 3: The Committee recommends that licensing partners to the
University of Michigan, including Nike, should be informed that it is not


https://www.workersrights.org/factory-investigation/hong-seng-knitting/
https://www.workersrights.org/communications-to-affiliates/after-pocketing-workers-wages-nike-supplier-paid-shareholders-a-bonus/
https://www.nikesteals.com/hongseng
https://president.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/11/PACLSHR-Recommendations-to-President-Ono-on-USAS-Letter_10.02.23.pdf

consistent with our code of conduct to enter into agreements that prevent
them from honoring their obligations to the University of Michigan.

On October 20th, 2023, you accepted these recommendations, and accordingly, their deadlines.

When us students are given deadlines at this university, we are expected to abide by them with
strict rigidity. Often when U-M students miss these deadlines, it has drastic effects on our GPA,
class standing, and deeply affects both our personal standards, as well as the standards of this
university. Students, particularly here at U-M, cannot imagine the academic disintegrity,
intellectual dishonesty, and personal obstinacy it would take to consciously ignore
recommendations of U-M’s own committee on labor standards and human rights for nearly five
months. Perhaps even more incendiary, and where this analogy ends, is that the material
consequences of your inaction on Hong Seng are far more drastic. This is not a canvas discussion
post, this issue is about human lives.

In addition to the acute distress Hong Seng garment workers live in, your own administration’s
inability to remedy this issue with Nike has had dire consequences for U-M as an institution:

First, PACLSHR’s most important function, as a body to facilitate remediation of labor standards
and human rights issues in U-M’s global supply chain, has been rendered obsolete. Why are their
recommendations being ignored? Why has your Office of General Counsel failed to receive a
response from Nike after nearly three months? The lack of leadership and substantive action
from your administration undermines the ability of PACLSHR to serve its purpose, and severely
compromises integrity of this institution. This responsibility lies on your shoulders.

Second, U-M has betrayed the trust of its apparel distributors, community members, alumni, and
students. U-M cannot affirm to stores like the MDen that the apparel they sell was not sewed
with coerced and unpaid labor. Why should the MDen trust U-M’s procurement decisions when
it allows wage-theft-apparel to fester in its supply chain, and inevitably, within its store racks?
Likewise, U-M violates the consensual relationship between itself and alumni, parents, students,
and Ann Arbor community members by severing our collective trust in U-M to make ethical
sourcing decisions and actively react to the human rights abuses that occur as a result of such
decisions. The blatant disregard of Hong Seng workers condemns the entire U-M community to
wear sweatshop-sewn clothes without their consent, and even more maliciously, parades under
the illusory protection of the Block-M logo. You have a responsibility to inform the community:
U-M’s standards have failed. This responsibility lies on your shoulders.

Lastly, U-M has broken its precedent to hold apparel brands accountable for their violations of
human rights in its name. As you know, when President Mary Sue Coleman was confronted with
a similar issue, she publicly called Adidas to pay their workers their legally owed severance, and


https://president.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/11/President-Ono-Response-Letter-to-USAS_10.20.23.pdf

through targeted efforts, Adidas complied. The solution to Hong Seng exists, but its realization
lies on your shoulders.

USAS demands the following of your administration, not out of unfounded moralism, but as a
pragmatic course of action to rebuild U-M’s integrity and uphold human rights standards:

I.  Publicly condemn Nike’s apathetic position to remediate the human rights violations
at Hong Seng Knitting, in direct violation of its contract with U-M.

II. Ensure Nike remediates Hong Seng violations by ensuring garment workers are
paid their legally owed wages, in accordance with PACLSHR’s recommendations.

III.  As Nike persists in its recalcitrant position, U-M shall terminate its apparel licensing
contract with Nike by April 15th, 2024.

Thankfully, you’re not alone. Students on university campuses across the country are mobilized
in solidarity with Hong Seng workers, calling on their administrators to uphold their own
procurement standards and hold Nike accountable. Students for International Labor Solidarity
(SILS), is an active network of supply chain workers, international labor unions, and university

student groups organized to facilitate enforcement of university labor standards. In your
administration’s ineptness to remediate this issue in a timely manner, SILS will continue to
demonstrate that neither Nike, nor U-M, can profit off of wage-theft.

SILS, USAS, and concerned U-M students reject your words, claiming a commitment to a just
resolution at Hong Seng. Rhetoric doesn’t pay workers, we’ll believe your commitment when
we see it. We look forward to hearing your plan for remediation through contract termination and
expect communication of a comprehensive outline aligned with these demands by March 22nd,
2024.

Sincerely,
United Students Against Sweatshops at U-M and concerned students

U-M Student Organization Signatories:

United Students Against Sweatshops at the University of Michigan, Local 17
Graduate Employees’ Organization, AFT-MI 3550

Inter-Cooperative Council at Ann Arbor

The Young Democratic Socialists of America at the University of Michigan


https://www.annarbor.com/news/mary-sue-coleman-to-adidas-compensate-contractors-former-workers-in-indonesia/
https://www.silsmovement.org/
https://www.michigandaily.com/news/administration/santa-ono-sits-down-with-the-daily-to-talk-student-activism-canceled-csg-resolutions/
https://www.michigandaily.com/news/administration/santa-ono-sits-down-with-the-daily-to-talk-student-activism-canceled-csg-resolutions/

The Arab-Jewish Alliance

United Asian American Organizations

Global Scholars Program Student Organization

La Casa

American Civil Liberties Union Undergraduate Chapter
South Asian Awareness Network

The Michigan Institute for Progressive Policy

Jewish Voice for Peace at U-M

Individual Student Signatories:

Ruth Lynch - lynchrut@umich.edu - 2024

George Krippner - gkrippne@umich.edu - 2024
Nico Magana - nmagana@umich.edu - 2024
Seth Flynn - sethflyn@umich.edu - 2024

Eilene Koo - ekoo@umich.edu - 2026
Mark Tallents - tallents@umich.edu - 2025

Annika Seigel - amseigel@umich.edu - 2025
Simrun Bose - simbose@umich.edu - 2024

Katie Moore - katmo@umich.edu - 2025

Mikah Rector-Brooks - mikahrb@umich.edu - 2025

Lily Carlson - lilyjane@umich.edu - 2025
Claudia Minetti - cminetti@umich.edu- 2026

Kristen Su - krsu@umich.edu - 2026

Elijah Underhill-Miller - eunderh@umich.edu - 2024
Annabel Bean - annabelb@umich.edu -2026

Rin Sharpe - rinsharp@umich.edu - 2025

Leah Gouin - |jgouin@umich.edu - 2025

Amanda Nguyen - amangu@umich.edu - 2024

So Jung Shin - sojungsh@umich.edu - 2025
Kate Nicholson - nichokat@umich.edu - 2024

Alicia Highland - ahighlan@umich.edu - 2025
Nicole Wan - nicowan@umich.edu - 2024
Emnet Kahsai - emnetk@umich.edu - 2025
Mandy Chu - mandychu@umich.edu - 2026

Zoe Hu - zoehu@umich.edu - 2024

Ryan Ettner - rettner@umich.edu - 2025
Aarushi Ganguly - aargan(@umich.edu - 2024

Mopelola Adigun - madigun@umich.edu - 2025
Bradley Gatov - bgatov(@umich.edu - 2024
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Asha Savani - ashasav@umich.edu - 2024

Sydney Kostoglanis - sydkosto@umich.edu - 2024
James An - jamesann@umich.edu - 2026

Nathaniel Dinolfo - ndinolfo@umich.edu - 2026
Kieran Grossman - kierang@umich.edu - 2024
Jasmine Patterson - jpatte@umich.edu - 2025
Astrid Code - astridc@umich.edu - 2026
Adaeze Uzoije - auzoije(@umich.edu - 2026

John Wang - wangjohn@umich.edu - 2026
Sara Hollingshead - sarahol@umich.edu - 2025

Lipi Shetty - Isherty@umich.edu - 2024
Sachin Sukumar - sachis@umich.edu - 2025

Sammy Saad - samsaad@umich.edu - 2024
Cole Doyle - nicdovle@umich.edu - 2025
Joseph Cruikshank - cruik@umich.edu - 2025
Julius Stuhec - stuhecju@umich.edu - 2024

Julian Creutz - creutz@umich.edu - 2027
Mori Rothhorn - morir@umich.edu - 2026

Amelia Nelson - amelian@umich.edu - 2026

Ingrid Wefing - iwefing@umich.edu - 2024

Zoie Tuinstra - ztuinst@umich.edu - 2026

Corbin Fleming-Dittenber - Corbinfd@umich.edu - 2024
Alec Hughes - alechug@umich.edu - 2025

Megan Douglas - megankhd@umich.edu - 2025

Gabby Kupper - gkupper@umich.edu - 2025
Drue Daley - drued@umich.edu - 2024

Kayla Carpenter - kaydenc(@umich.edu - 2024
Alex Laursen - alexlaur@umich.edu - 2024
Lior Cooper - liorrco@umich.edu - 2026

Brady McKillop - mckbrady@umich.edu - 2026
Rea Bardhi - bardhir@umich.edu - 2026

Chloe Berg - chloedb@umich.edu - 2025

Isha Khan - [shakhan@umich.edu - 2025
Thomas Nomura - tjnomura@umich.edu - 2026
Ixchel Ceballos - ixchel@umich.edu - 2026

Safa Chohan - safachoh@umich.edu - 2026
Sadia Haidari - sadiahai@umich.edu - 2026

Aryan Bhargava - aryanb@umich.edu - 2026
Shania McAdoo - Shaniam@umich.edu - 2026
Alyssa Peek - alypeek@umich.edu - 2026
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Yoojin Lee - yoojlee@umich.edu - 2025

Justin Lou - jloucs@umich.edu - 2024
Sydnee Chamberlain - sydcham(@umich.edu - 2026

Sebastian Kim - sebskim@umich.edu - 2026
Paige Smith - paigersm@umich.edu - 2026

Alaa Habhab - Habhaba@umich.edu - 2026
Belinda Li - belli@umich.edu - 2025

Kourtney Laury - kslaury(@umich.edu - 2026
Ja’Nya Bargaineer - Jbargain@umich.edu - 2026

Isabelle Perraut - iperraut@umich.edu - 2026
Sabrenda Braceful - sabrenda@umich.edu - 2026

Aminata Zoungrana - Aminataz@umich.edu - 2025
Janice Freshel - Xiaailin@umich -2025
Ivey Ewang - imewang(@umich.edu - 2024
Abby Liang - ayliang(@umich.edu - 2025
Akari Yoshigai - ariy@umich.edu - 2025
Glenn Coleman - Glennrc(@umich.edu - 2026
Hirun Bandara - Hirunb@umich.edu - 2024
Lee Hannibal - leehanni@umich.edu - 2024
Carmen Vyn - cjvyn@umich.edu - 2024
Rebecca Gibson - rebgibso@umich.edu - 2024
Neeka Mehran - nmehran@umich.edu - 2025
Fiona Dunlop - fdunlop@umich.edu - 2026

Max Gusukuma - Gusukmax(@umich.edu - 2024
Cora Mueller - cemuell@umich.edu - 2027

Miguel Uribe - uribeam@umich.edu - 2024
Charlie, Bell - bellchar@umich.edu - 2025
Alex Rabban - arabb@umich.edu - 2027
Sridhar Venkates - srivenk(@umich.edu - 2025
Kashvi Srivastava - kashvi@umich.edu - 2025
Kouther Hamayel - Kouther@umich.edu - 2026
Zhiyu Zheng - jefzheng(@umich.edu - 2026
Michelle Li - michli@umich.edu - 2024

Sophia Trugerman - Strugs@umich.edu - 2027
Douglas Brito - dbrito@umich.edu - 2027

Miguel Calle - mcallej@umich.edu - 2025
Sylee Acharya - syleea@umich.edu - 2027
Yuvika Mukherjee - yuvika@umich.edu - 2026

Margot Frendt - margotfr@umich.edu - 2027
Nicole Bendyk - bendyk(@umich.edu - 2027
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Luke Jacobson - lukejac@umich.edu - 2025

Meleck Eldahshoury - Melda@umich.edu - 2027

Henry Mackeen-Shapiro - Dmackeen@umich.edu - 2025
Alexandra Lafave - alexlaf(@umich.edu - 2025

Ella Weringer - Ellaweri@umich.edu - 2025
Ian Ward - ianward@umich.edu - 2027
Abigail Richardson - Abbyrich@umich.edu - 2027

Josephine Meade - meadejo@umich.edu - 2027
Alex Tecum - ramostec(@umich.edu - 2025

Chenhao Yuan - Haogary(@umich.edu - 2024
Sree Leela Chitturi - cleela@umich.edu - 2026
Keying Lin - Keyingl@umich.edu - 2024
Lauren McFarland - lamcfar@umich.edu - 2024
Lexie Bandy - Lexbandy@umich.edu - 2024
Ella Price - ellap@umich.edu - 2024

Tristan Ringsmuth - trings@umich.edu - 2024
Olivia Prodin - oprodin@umich.edu - 2024
Braxton Orban - borban@umich.edu - 2026
Tyler Beck - tylerbec@umich.edu - 2026
Cecilie Phillips - cecilie@umich.edu - 2025
Lottie Winegarden - Wlottie@umich.edu - 2026
Stella Johnson - stellajo@umich.edu - 2027
Ella Deegan - eldeegan(@umich.edu - 2025
Alex Dryden - Ajdryden@umich.edu - 2025

Indira Sankaran - insankar@umich.edu - 2024
Brett Johnson - Brettcj@umich.edu - 2025
Ella Kleinstein - ekleinst@umich.edu - 2024
May Fuller - Mayrenef(@umich.edu - 2025
Mailey Hamilton - mailey@umich.edu - 2027
Rachel Cushard - rcushard@umich.edu - 2026
Helena Grobel - hgrobel@umich.edu - 2024
Elisabeth Weimar - eweimar@umich.edu - 2025
Lindsay Farb - [farb@umich.edu - 2024
Brady Hannan - Hannanb@umich.edu - 2025
Erin Page - Erinpag@umich.edu - 2025

Ginger Brogan - Gbrogan@umich.edu - 2026
Alena Fritch - alenafr@umich.edu - 2025
Nikki Pallante - nikkipal@umich.edu - 2024
Spencer Coplan - coplans@umich.edu - 2024
Maria Millado - mmillado@umich.edu - 2026
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Rachel Mintz - mintzrac@umich.edu - 2024

Lily Bourgeois - Ibourgeo@umich.edu - 2026
Avery Kaufman - Averyfk@umich.edu - 2025

Annika Burman - annikalb@umich.edu - 2026

Eleanor Livingston - Eliving@umich.edu - 2025
Luca Meyerhans - mluca@umich.edu - 2027

Michael Mueller - mmuelle@umich.edu
Ami Petcavage - apetcava@umich.edu - 2027
Tim Marvin - timarvin@umich.edu - 2024

L Tantay - ltantay(@umich.edu - 2024
Elleen Kim - Elleenk@umich.edu - 2025

Parvathi Nagappala - parvathi@umich.edu - 2025
Kenneth Sun - sunken@umich.edu - 2026

Naomi Rodriguez - nerf@umich.edu - 2025

Kandra Rosatti - krosatti@umich.edu - 2024

Nicole Kuchta - nkuchta@umich.edu - 2024

Azim, Nabighah - azimn@umich.edu - 2027
Xinmiao Zheng - xinmiaoz@umich.edu - 2025
PinYi Lee - vinalee@umich.edu - 2024

Madinabonu Nosirova - nosirova@umich.edu - 2025

Anh Duong-Tran - aduongtr@umich.edu - 2025
Angeline Tran - angtran@umich.edu - 2025
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Angelina Burson - akburson@umich.edu - 2027
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Julian Singleton - Juulian@umich.edu - 2025
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Hollis Riggs - hollisr@umich.edu - 2026
Megha Nelivigi - meghanel@umich.edu - 2024

Devon Spiars - dspiars@umich.edu - 2024

Vivian Sapienza - sapienzv(@umich.edu - 2024
Gabrielle Faro - gfaro@umich.edu - 2025
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Alicia Bedoya Hoeck - abedoyah@umich.edu - 2024
Thea Kendall-Green, theakg@umich.edu - 2024
Margaret Titus - matitus@umich.edu - 2025

Maguire Smith - whizkid@umich.edu - 2025

Ashley White - acbw(@umich.edu - 2024

Christina Adams - chriada@umich.edu - 2025
Issabelle Hardy - ihardy(@umich.edu - 2025

Ammar Babateen - ammarybt@umich.edu - 2027
Natalia Dussan - ndussan@umich.edu - 2026

Paige McCreadie - pmccread@umich.edu - 2025
Joshua Medintz - jmedintz@umich.edu - 2024

John Conlin - Jackcon@umich.edu - 2026

Jack Johnson - jackmj@umich.edu - 2027
Sharanya Singh - sharas@umich.edu - 2027
Ava Yan - avayan(@umich.edu - 2027

Misri Modi - misrimod@umich.edu - 2027

Juee Modi - jmodi@umich.edu - 2024
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