
New World, Old Chains 
 
Characters: 
- Elijah, an aged historian with a deep knowledge of African diaspora history. 
- Maya, a young activist seeking to educate her community about their heritage. 
 
--- 
 
Act 1: The Arrival of the Enslaved 
 
(Elijah is perusing through old, tattered documents in a library. Maya approaches him with a 
notebook in hand.) 
 
Maya: "Mr. Elijah, as I try to piece together our history, the arrival of our ancestors in the 
Americas puzzles me. How did it unfold?" 
 
Elijah: "Their arrival, Maya, was not of explorers discovering a new land, but of souls robbed of 
their freedom, witnessing an unknown world with trepidation and sorrow." 
 
--- 
 
Act 2: The Slave Auctions 
 
Maya: "And then came the slave auctions... What can you tell me about those?" 
 
Elijah: "The auctions were a dehumanizing spectacle, Maya. Our ancestors were displayed, 
examined, and sold like mere commodities. Families were torn apart, and dignity was stripped 
away." 
 
--- 
 
Act 3: The Struggle for Survival 
 
Maya: "In such an environment, how did our ancestors cope? How did they survive?" 
 
Elijah: "Survival was a daily struggle. They clung to each other, to their traditions, and to the 
hope that someday freedom would be more than a whispered dream." 
 
--- 
 
Act 4: The Seeds of Resistance 
 
Maya: "Was there resistance? Did they fight back in any way?" 
 



Elijah: "Yes, there were acts of defiance. Some resisted openly, while others harbored their 
rebellious spirit in silence. Each act, no matter how small, was a seed of resistance." 
 
--- 
 
Act 5: Carrying Forward the Legacy 
 
Maya: "As I share these stories, what should be the focus? The pain or the resilience?" 
 
Elijah: "Both, Maya. We must acknowledge the pain, for it is part of our history. But we must 
also celebrate the resilience, for it is that strength that has carried us through generations." 
 
Maya: "Then let us remember and teach with both sorrow and pride, for our history is a tapestry 
of trials and triumphs." 
 
Elijah: "Indeed, and in understanding our past, we pave the way for a future where such 
injustices are never repeated." 
 
--- 
 
(With a solemn dedication to truth, Elijah and Maya engage in a dialogue about the arrival of 
enslaved Africans in the Americas and the harrowing reality of slave auctions, emphasizing the 
importance of remembering both the pain and the resilience of their ancestors.) 
 


