Material from the East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association: East Tennessee Veterans
Memorial Association — Pierce, J. Wayne

J.W. Wayne Pierce was born January 21, 1922, in Champaign, lllinois. He was a resident of
Maryville, TN, when he was drafted to serve as a Seaman Second Class on the USS Pickerel in
the Pacific Theater of World War Il. In May of 1943, S2C Pierce and his fellow submariners
went missing in the Pacific while on a mission to survey the open waters around Honshu,
Japan. The sub was last seen refueling on the 22nd of March, 1943, on Midway Island in the
Pacific. The fate of the submarine USS Pickerel and its 84 crew members remains unknown to
this day. All missing crew members were officially declared dead on the 10th of August, 1945.
Their names are forever memorialized on the Honolulu Memorial, in Honolulu, Hawaii.

From the Submarine Force Museum (By Education Specialist on Thursday, 3 April 2014

at 8:00 am Posted in Submarine History): The Loss of USS PICKEREL (SS-177) -
Submarine Force Library & Museum Association

The loss of USS PICKEREL (SS-177) during her seventh war patrol is one of the many
mysteries of World War Il. She left Pearl Harbor in 18 March 1943, topped off with fuel

at Midway on the 22nd, departed for the waters around Honshu, Japan, and was never
heard from again.

Japanese records credit PICKEREL with the sinking of Submarine Chaser Number 13
on 3 or 4 April. Shortly after the attack, a Japanese aircraft spotted an American sub,
dropped 23 bombs, and called in the surface cavalry. Two ships arrived and pounded
the area of the sighting with 26 depth charges. Shortly thereafter they spotted oil floating
on the water and assumed that they had hit their target. But on 7 April a cargo ship was
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sunk in PICKEREL'’s area; there were no other American subs in the vicinity and she
was awarded the kill during post-war reckoning.

It is possible that the oil tanks aboard PICKEREL, a relatively old boat commissioned in
1937, leaked, expelling the oil the Japanese saw on the surface after the attack in the
first days of April but not indicating the boat’s demise. It is also possible that the dates
listed in the records were wrong, or that PICKEREL was a victim of one of the several
other anti-submarine attacks the Japanese launched in her area during the time period.
Still others have argued that the boat may have been sunk by one of the many mines
the Japanese had placed in the waters around Honshu.

Ultimately the cause of PICKEREL’s demise doesn’t matter nearly as much as the fact
that her loss left 74 families without a loved one and with many questions that will
probably never be answered.
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fualu ©ardsous, 510 m. vyvasnimng-
ton St., Fayetteville.

PARSONS, Robert L., Sgt., USMC.
Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Grover C.
Parsons, Rt. 1, Crossville.

PARTEN, Graham Stone, Seaman
le, USNR. Daughter, Sarah Stone
Parten, c/o Annie Foshee, 2216
Bailey Ave., Chattanooga.

PATTERSON, Charles Henry, Ra-

dioman 3¢, USN., Father, Mr.
George Matt Patterson, Rt. 2,
Speedwell.

PATTERSON, K. C., Mess Attend-
ant 1lc, USN. Mother, Mrs. Mar-
grete Moses, 26 Maude St., Chat-
tanooga.

PATTON, Archie C., Pfc., USMCR.
Mother, Mrs. Kate C. Patton, 1665
Madison Ave., Memphis,

PAYNE, Morgan Andy, Gunner’s
Mate lc, USN. Parents, Mr. and
Mrs. William Payne, 907 N. Church
8t., Murfreesboro.

PAYSINGER, Elby Daulton, Chief
Torpedoman’s Mate, USNR. Par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Clay Pay-
singer, Rt. 1, Ardmore.

PEEBLES, Samuel Warmuth, Jr,
Lieutenant. USNR Parents’ Mr

rarents, Mr. and MrIS. JOSepn L.
Phillips, 1412 Taylor St., Mem-
phis.

PHILPOT, Robert P., Pfc., USMCR.
Parents, Mr. and Mrs. William H.
Philpot, 1336 Sardis St., Memphis.

PIERCE, Fred A., Pfc, USMC.
Mother, Mrs. Lola Mae Pierce,
Altamont.
Ala.)

PIERCE, J. W. Wayne, Seaman 2c,
USNR. Parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Lawrence Pierce, Maryville.

PIERCE, Marvin Leslie, Seaman 2c,
USN. Parents. Mr. and Mrs.
George Franklin Pierce, Rt. 3,
Dyersburg.

PIGG, Lewis Henry, Ship’s Cook 2c,
USNR. Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Lewis Pigg, Rt. 1, Crestview.

PINDER, Billie Clement, Gunner’s
Mate 2c, USNR. Daugﬁter, Betty
Bond Pinder, 80-A Westwood Gar-
den, Jackson.

PITT, Willis Martin, Watertender
lc, USN. Parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Quiney Pitt, 1210 Cherry Ave.,
Nashville.
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L UIVIAOWAY, DUy riaun, ovtaulail
lc, USNR. Parents, Mr. and Mrs.
James Thomas Purgason, Rt. 3,
Mosheim. o

RAGSDALE, William R. Cpl,
USMCR. Wife, Mrs. William R.
Ragsdale, 703 Craighead Ave,
Nashville.

RAY, Charles C., Pfc, USMCR.
Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd E.
Ray, 408 Rosebank Ave., Nashville.

RAY, Eldon Casper, Storekeeper 3c,
USN. Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Ray, Rt. 1, Goodlettsville.

RAY, Raymond Frank, Pfc., USMCR.
Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Oliver M.
Ray, Rt. 1, Riceville.

RAY, Sanford Farris, Carpenter’s
Mate 3¢, USN. Mother, Mrs. Duffy
Ray, Rt. 1, Mason.

RAY, Willard F., Jr, Cpl, USMC.
Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Willard F.
Ray, Fountain Head.

RAY, Wilson E, Sr, Pfc, USMCR.
Wife, Mrs. Wilson E. Ray, Sr.,
717 N. 7th St., Memphis.

REAVLEY, James Howard, Seaman
1c, USNR. Parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Carl Reavley, Flat Top.

REDNREN Norris Huneerford. Elec-
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