
Calculating The IELTS Writing Score 
 
Writing Task 1 Rubric 

Writing Task 1 Rubric 

How is the Writing paper assessed? (both Tasks) 

 

 
Note: IELTS keeps this information secret, so these calculations are a best guess only and may not 
be exactly correct. 
 
IELTS Writing Band Score Calculator 
 

 
 
Will I get the same score for task 1 and task 2? Are they marked together?​

No. Writing task 1 and writing task 2 are marked individually. The marking criteria are not exactly 

the same. The examiner will give you a band score for writing task 1 and a band score for writing 

task 2. After that, your final IELTS writing band score is calculated.​

​

Are IELTS writing task 1 and writing task 2 worth the same points?​

No, they are not. Writing task 2 is worth more than writing task 1. You get twice the points for 

writing task 2 than you get for writing task 1. In other words, writing task 2 is about 60% of your 

marks and writing task 1 is about 30%.​

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B56aFcRsJbmZM3dSc2J2b0g0YjA/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B56aFcRsJbmZV0tGeGRpSjJnLXM/edit
https://ugc.futurelearn.com/uploads/files/b8/eb/b8eb1159-27ac-4a28-ae00-d31eb2a8e12a/W1A2_b_1.5.pdf
https://ieltscharlie.com/ielts-writing/ielts-writing-band-score-calculator/


​

Example of IELTS Writing Scoring:​

Writing task 1 = band score 8​

Writing Task 2 = band score 6​

Total Writing Score = 6.5​

​

You can calculate your own score:   

For example: 8 + 6 + 6 = 20/3 = 6.66.  

Take one task 1 score and two task 2   scores and divide by 3.   

IELTS usually round the number up or down to the nearest half score which means it would go from 

6.66 to 6.5.​

​

Please note that these scores are only estimated calculations. I do not have access to the precise 

scoring used by IELTS. Your estimated score will be accurate within 0.5 band score.​

​

Will IELTS tell you your score for task 1 and task 2?​

No. It’s a shame but IELTS doesn't release that information. So you won’t know what score you got 

for which task. You will only be told the total final score for all your writing.​

​

Are writing task 1 and writing task 2 marked using the same criteria?​

No. Each writing task 1 is scored using 4 assessment criteria. Each of the criteria is worth 25% of 

your marks for that task. 3 of those marking criteria are the same for task 1 and task 2. But one of 

the marking criteria is different See below:​

​

Task Achievement (Writing Task 1 Only): Information, Overview, Key Features​

Task Response (Writing Task 2 Only): Ideas, Addressing the Task, Conclusion, Developing Ideas​

Coherence & Cohesion: Paragraphing, Linking and Referencing​

Grammatical Range & Accuracy: Sentence Structures, Tenses, Punctuation, Number of Errors​

Lexical Resource: Vocabulary, Collocations, Spelling, Number of Errors 

 
IELTS Writing Scoring: Are task 1 and task 2 equal value? 
 
 
 

 

http://ieltsliz.com/ielts-writing-scoring/

