
Youth Arts Impact Network:  The Art of “Belonging” 

“Belonging…It looks like friendship. It feels like comfort. 
It smells like a campfire. It tastes like a family recipe. It sounds like laughter.” - CYD Practitioner 

 

On October 4, 2023, the Youth Arts Impact Network, facilitated by EdVestors and the Mass Cultural 
Council, convened over 50 creative youth development (CYD) supporters. Inspired by the Surgeon 
General’s Advisory on Loneliness, and responding to the mental health crisis that 86% of Mass Cultural 
Council YouthReach grantees reported in the FY23 YouthReach report, CYD practitioners, 
administrators, researchers, and alums created art and words centering on what they do to help 
young people find “Keys to Belonging” in their organizations and communities and what would help 
unlock opportunities to create more belonging. The two finished pieces, 15” x 80” combined with 
many written responses, contained the following themes. 
 

Question 1: How do you currently help young people feel that they belong?   
●​ Ask and listen 
●​ Offer an open, supportive, welcoming environment 
●​ Foster identity and connection 
●​ Provide opportunities and ownership 

“Creating all original work by teens, and using their voices to advocate, perform, 
create. Provide open spaces for open dialogue about topics that matter to them. 
Have them create their own guidelines and program boundaries.” - CYD Practitioner 
 

Question 2:  What would help? What doors need to be opened or keys obtained? 
We need to “enlarge the capacity to retain the workforce” and have greater access to: 

●​ Funding, trainings, and support 
●​ Connection and collaboration 
●​ Transportation 
●​ Resources and opportunities 
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https://youthartsimpactnetwork.weebly.com/
https://edvestors.org/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/05/03/new-surgeon-general-advisory-raises-alarm-about-devastating-impact-epidemic-loneliness-isolation-united-states.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/05/03/new-surgeon-general-advisory-raises-alarm-about-devastating-impact-epidemic-loneliness-isolation-united-states.html
https://massculturalcouncil.org/blog/create-connect-catalyze-youthreach-in-fy23/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FJq54o7HC3okoxIK-_iKyOc3S_Thbic5/view


       
Keys to Belonging, CYD                                  Keys for Unlocking, CYD  


