
ONE WORD ​
WRITING PROMPTS 
 

A great creative writing exercise you can try when you're feeling stuck in the depths 
of writer's block is to start with just one word and see where it takes you. A single 
word may be the simplest of writing prompts, but it can also be the most open to 
original interpretation. 

When drawing a blank on ideas, the right writing prompts can help kids, students 
and adults alike get those creative juices flowing. Sometimes, all it takes is a single 
word to inspire the beginning of an incredible story or thoughtful essay. 

 
 
 
The Human Experience 
As Carol Shields once wrote, great novels "shorten the distance between what is 
privately felt and universally known." There is nothing more universal than human 
emotion and thought; seeking to capture what it means to be human can make for 
some truly insightful writing. 
 

Isolation 
Agony 
Peace 
Pause 
Comfort 
Unfamiliar 
Lost 
Sentimental 
Saccharin 
Forgiveness 
Confusing 

Regret 
Fulfilled 
Family 
Obsession 
Tested 
Overcome 
Triumph 
Passion 
Jealousy 
Deception 
Care 

Impress 
Focus 
Follower 
Laughter 
Trust 
Ungrateful 
Maybe 
Granted 
Melody 
Nostalgic 
Elation 

Tradition 
Expectation 
Influence 
Obligation 
Tenacious 
Duplicity 
Loyalty 
Routine 
Runaway 
Exhaustion 
Ambition 

 
 



 
A Time and a Place 
While an entry in a personal journal or diary may focus on the immediate events of 
the day and the near future, you can also look beyond your immediate 
surroundings. Transport your narrative to another location or era with one of these 
single word writing prompts. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Reunion 
Darkness 
Ruins 
Summer 
Teddy 
Innocence 
Retirement 
Holidays 
Camelot 
Feudal 
Detention 

Breakup 
BFF 
Heaven 
Limbo 
Backstage 
Wild 
Classroom 
Interstellar 
Camp 
Metropolis 
Suburbia 
Interstate 

Stage 
Outside 
Basement 
Office 
Wasteland 
Refuge 
Heartland 
Nepal 
Prehistoric 
Renaissance 
Ocean 
Suitcase 

Legend 
Purgatory 
Torrential 
Winter 
Cleopatra 
Mayan 
Monotony 
Village 
Samurai 
Flyover 
Sewer 
Sunset 

 
 
The Five Senses 
A subtle aroma can elicit strong memories of the past and few things are quite as 
satisfying as the perfect morsel of food. Humans experience the world through all 
five senses, and depicting those sensations through words is a noble endeavor for 
any writer, author or journalist.​
 

Squirm 
Smoky 
Gray 
Billowy 
Sniff 
Crimson 
Blush 
Curls 
Squishy 
Distant 
Supple 
Wrinkle 

Warmth 
Blinded 
Quiet 
Chills 
Stuffed 
Breath 
Floral 
Spotted 
Putrid 
Starving 
Crunch 
Juicy 

Growling 
Silence 
Hum 
Belched 
Bubbly 
Stale 
Tingling 
Pressure 
Shine 
Bland 
Murmur 
Dusty 

Smooth 
Prickly 
Lush 
Azure 
Dizzying 
Beauty 
Burnt 
Clean 
Music 
Searing 
Homeostasis 
 



 
 
Everyday Objects 
The greatest inspiration can sometimes be derived from the banalest of 
circumstances. Consider how you can elevate the mundane to the sublime, starting 
with these everyday, one-word writing prompts. 
 

Abacus 
Dresser 
Stockings 
Mirror 
Padlock 
Hairbrush 
Handlebar 
Flask 
Yardstick 
Emoji 

Remote 
Letter 
Lawnmower 
Daffodil 
Sunglasses 
Hanger 
Chopsticks 
Loafers 
Crosswalk 
Chalkboard 

Skateboard 
Armchair 
Rotary 
Postcard 
Wagon 
Tricycle 
Marker 
Desk 
Lunchbox 
Key 

Petal 
Outlet 
Microphone 
Flashlight 
Alarm 
Notepad 
Locket 
Label 
Flannel 
Cane 

 
 
Is This Just Fantasy? 
Illuminating the complexities and nuances of common, everyday life can lead to 
some incredible revelations. On the other hand, exploring the fantastical and 
paranormal where all notions of accepted reality are completely thrown out the 
window can lead to truly remarkable narratives. 
 

Shadow 
Epic 
Zealot 
Mirrorverse 
Dragon 
Luck 
Sacrifice 
Supersonic 
Astral 
Neptune 

Muggle 
Mutant 
Telekinesis 
Cursed 
Dazzled 
Wormhole 
Hybrid 
Metamorphosis 
Pantheon 
Dreamscape 

Precognition 
Prophecy 
Warlock 
Pegasus 
Jackalope 
Ritual 
Rivendell 
Troll 
Creature 
Apparition 

Anubis 
Tempest 
Shape-shifter 
Worship 
Photograph 
Float 
Conjuring 
Superhero 
Undead 
Wonderland 

 


