Pai Hoc Fulbright l&n an cao budc ‘day cach mang mau’
U.S.-backed Vietnam university condemns rumors it foments 'color revolution’
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Song ngif Viét Anh

Nhiing diéu cdm ky vé Chién tranh Viét Nam va ché dé déc dang lam ddy lén lan séng phan
no trén mang xd hoi xung quanh Fulbright

Trugdng dai hoc do Hoa Ky tai trg tai Viét Nam cho biét nhitng cdo budc rang trudng cho phép
noi vé viéc thay déi ché do & quoc gia doc dang nay dang de doa lam suy yéu quan hé song
phuaong gilta hai nudc.

Céc cudc tan cdng “bao luc” nham vao trudng da xuat hién trén mang xa hdi, Pai hoc
Fulbright Viét Nam cho biét hom th( Sau, sau khi tin don vé viéc trudng nay bi cdo budc tham
gia “vao cac hoat déng thic day ‘cach mang mau’ & Viét Nam” lan truyén. Trudng goi nhiing
tin don nay la “v6 ly” va “vé can c(”. Trong dé c6 ca su phan nd cla nhitng ngudi c6 thé cé lién
hé vdi chinh phd Viét Nam. Ho chi trich phat biéu cla mot cyu vién chifc trudng dai hoc vé
viéc ngudi My cling phai chiu dau kho trong Chién tranh Viét Nam.

Ké tu khi thanh [3p vao nam 2016, Dai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam da nhan dudc su ho trg cap cao
tlf ca Viét Nam va Hoa Ky, hai quéc gia ngay cang gan giii hon trong béi canh cang thang vdi
Trung Quodc. Hai qudc gia dang chuan bi ky niém mdt nam ngay nang cap quan hé trong tuan
nay, cling nhu ky niém 50 nam ngay két thic chién tranh vao nam 2025.



Nhung ngdi trugng tré tudi nay da phai déi mat véi cdng thang hién sinh ngay tif khi méi
thanh 1ap. Trong khi Téng thdng Hoa Ky Barack Obama va Joe Biden ca nggi day la trudng dai
hoc ddc lap, phi lgi nhuan dau tién cla Viét Nam va du khach ra vé vdi an tugng vé van hda
tranh lun phé phan, bat ngudn tif truyén théng clia cc trudng cao ddng nghé thuat tu do, thi
chinh pht Viét Nam lai khong chap nhan chi trich — dac biét la vé hé tu tudng cdng san cua
dang cam quyénma tat ca sinh vién dai hoc déu phai hoc.

Viét Nam da md clia thuong mai, trd thanh diém dén cta chudi cung (ing va cho phép truy cap
vao phan lén internet trong nhiing thap ky gan day, nhung vu bé boi clia Bai hoc Fulbright Viét
Nam da cham dén hai diéu cam ky ma Ha NG6i muén kiém sodat: chién tranh va bat dong chinh
kién.

Trong tam diém cla con bao truyén thong xa hoi hién tai la mot video clia kénh Truyén Hinh
Quéc Phong vai tuan trudc. Cé nhiing ngudi binh ludn tryc tuyén phan nan rang (& t6t nghiép
cUa Pai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam khong c6 G Viét Nam va canh bao vé “cac cuéc cach mang

”»

mau”.
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KHONG DE “CACH MANG MAU” b8I MAU GIAO DUC
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Video vdi tua dé ” Khéng dé ‘cadch mang mau’ d&i mau sac gido duc” ciia Truyén hinh Quéc
Phong.

Ngudi dan chuyén cho biét diéu nay khién ngudi dan dia phudng nhd lai khoanh khac cach
day nhiéu ndm khi mot vién chdic Fulbright nhan xét rang sinh vién, sau khi xem mot bd phim
tai liéu, nhan ra rdng ngoai ngudi Viét Nam, ngudi My ciing da phai chiu dau khé trong cudc
xung dot két thic vao nam 1975.

Nha trudng cho biét, dap lai doan video nay la nhiing cdo budc “cé tinh chi trich” va “thé tuc”
da lan truyén trén mang xa hoi trong nhiing tuan gan day. Trong khi d6 trudng Dai hoc
Fulbright Viét Nam cling phd nhan trudng la “cong cu clia bat ky chinh phu nudc ngoai nao”.



Thong tin sai léch “da gy ra nhitng hau qua nghiém trong khi cong dong Fulbright chldng toi
bi xic pham uy tin va ton thugng tinh than mot cach bat cong®, Cha tich Scott Fritzen cho biét
trong thu ngd vao thd Sau. “Vdi vai tro quan trong clia Trudng Dai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam
trong moi quan hé Viét Nam - Hoa Ky, nhifng thong tin sai [éch nay con ¢ nguy cd gay anh
hudng dén méi quan hé song phudng ma cac thé hé lanh dao cuia ca hai nudc da bén bi xay
dung trong suét bon thap nién qua.

Ong cho biét nha trudng dang lam viéc vdi cac nha chiic trdch dé diéu tra ” vé chién dich dua
tin sai léch va ca cac de doa cé tinh bao luc”

Khong rd tai sao nhiing phat biéu vé chién tranh lai néi [én vao thdi diém nay, nhung Tung
Ngo, mét nha bdo ngugi Viét, da viét trong mot dong tweet trén X rang cac ngudn tin gidu tén
cho biét chién dich bdi nho bi cdo budc la két qua cua “nhiing n6 luc phdi hgp véi su tham gia
cuia Luc lugng 47, luc lugng du ludn vién cta Viét Nam”. Ong cho biét luc lugng nay ¢6 tdi
hang nghin quan”. Du ludn vién dang bai dang trén mang thudng dé kich dong nguai dan.

NGi vé vu viéc nay, Bo Ngoai giao da cho biét ho hoan nghénh Pai Hoc Fulbright Viét Nam. Day
la “thanh tuu hdp tac gido duc giita Viét Nam va Hoa Ky” gép phan vao

“sy phat trién quan hé hitu nghi, hgp tac dang ngay cang phat trién gitta Viét Nam va Hoa Ky”.

Péy khéng phdi la [Gn dau tién trudng Fulbright Viét Nam bi chi trich vi su tic gidn dai ddng vé
chién tranh. Trudng Fulbright da bi phdn déi & Viét Nam va nudc ngoai vao ndm 2016 khi bo
nhiém Bob Kerrey lam chd tich vi 6ng Kerry dd thifa nhdn 6ng tiing tham gia thdm sat thudng
dan trong chién tranh.

Hém nay, Dai hoc Fulbright Viét Nam cho biét ho cung cdp ho trg tai chinh cho hau hét sinh vién
nhd su ho trg ti cdc nha hdo tdm cling nhu cda chinh pha Viét Nam va Hoa Ky. Hai bén dd ndng
cdp quan hé [én quan hé déi tac chién lugc toan dién ndm 2023 khi Biden dén thdm Ha Noi.

Mdc du bat ngudn ti quan hé déi tac kinh té cia Harvard, Fulbright nhdn manh su hdu thuén
manh mé tu chinh phd Viét Nam. Trudng dudc thanh lGp théng qua quyét dinh cta tha tudng,
dang xdy dung mot khubn vién trudng trén manh dat do chinh phd tdng va da tiép don nhiéu
vién chdc, khi ho con la sinh vién hodc khi ho tham gia chudng trinh dao tao lénh dao tai Hoa
Ky.

https://vietnamthoibao.org/vntb-dai-hoc-fulbright-len-an-cao-buoc-day-cach-mang-mau/

International relations

U.S.-backed Vietnam university condemns rumors it foments 'color revolution'

Taboos about Vietnam War and one-party rule kick up social media furor around Fulbright



U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, center, presents a Letter of Intent to fund Fulbright
University Vietnam's construction in 2017. Critics blasted an ex-school official for focusing on
U.S. suffering in the Vietnam War. © Reuters
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HO CHI MINH CITY -- A U.S. funded university in Vietnam says accusations that it enabled talk
of regime change in the one-party state are threatening to undermine bilateral ties between
the two countries.

"Violent" attacks toward the school have surfaced on social media, Fulbright University
Vietnam said Friday, after rumors about it allegedly engaging "in activities that foster a 'color
revolution'in Vietnam" spread. The school calls the rumors "preposterous" and "baseless."
The furor included critics with possible Viethnamese government links lashing out at a former
university official's remarks that Americans also suffered in the Vietnam War.

Since its founding in 2016, FUV has enjoyed high-level support from both Vietnam and the
U.S., which have grown closer amid frictions with China. The two nations are gearing up to
mark the one-year anniversary of upgraded relations this week, as well as the 50th
anniversary of the war's end next year.

But the young school has faced existential tension since birth. While U.S. Presidents Barack
Obama and Joe Biden touted it as Vietnam's first independent, nonprofit university, and
visitors come away impressed by its culture of critical debate, drawn from the tradition of
liberal arts colleges, the Vietnamese government brooks little criticism -- especially about the
ruling party's communist ideology, which all undergrads are required to study.

Vietnam has opened up to trade, become a supply-chain destination and allowed access to
much of the internet in recent decades, but the FUV scandal touches on two taboos it prefers
to keep in check: the war and dissent.



In the eye of the current social media storm is a video that appears to have come from
Vietnam's military news channel several weeks back featuring online commenters
complaining that an FUV graduation didn't show Vietnam's flag and warning of "color
revolutions." The narrator says this reminded locals of a moment years ago when a Fulbright
official remarked that students, after watching a documentary, realized that the Americans
had suffered in the conflict that ended in 1975, in addition to the Vietnamese.

In reaction to the video, "vitriolic" and "vile" allegations have spread across social media in
recent weeks, the school said, while denying it was "an instrument of any foreign
governments."

The disinformation "has had real consequences for Fulbright, where our community has been
unjustly defamed and distressed," President Scott Fritzen said in a letter Friday. "Given
Fulbright's prominence in the Vietnam and U.S. relationship, misinformation can also
undermine the bilateral relationship that successive generations of leaders from both Vietnam
and the United States have labored to advance over the past four decades."

He said the school is working with authorities investigating "both the disinformation
campaign and threats of violence."

It it unclear why the war remarks are surfacing now, but Tung Ngo, a Vietnamese journalist,
wrote in a tweet on X that unnamed sources said the alleged smear campaign is the result
of "coordinated efforts with the participation of the Force 47, Vietnam's troll army," which he
says "consists of thousands of soldiers." Trolls post content online usually to provoke a
reaction.

The foreign ministry responded to the case by saying it welcomes FUV, an "achievement of
education cooperation between Vietnam and the U.S." that contributes to their "fruitful
friendship."

This was not the first time the school in Ho Chi Minh City came under fire due to enduring
anger about the war. It sparked an outcry in Vietnam and abroad in 2016 for appointing Bob
Kerrey as chair, who had admitted to massacring civilians in the war.

Today FUV said it gives most students financial aid thanks to support from philanthropists
and the Vietnamese and U.S. governments, which upgraded ties to a comprehensive strategic
partnership in 2023 when Biden visited Hanoi.

While rooted in a Harvard economics partnership, Fulbright stressed its strong backing from
the Vietnamese government. It was created via a prime ministerial decision, is building a
campus on land donated by the government and has hosted many officials, either when they
were students or through a leadership program in the U.S.
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