
Classification of Matter Flowchart 
 
Use the chart below to classify any sample of matter into one of the four categories: element, 
compound, solution, or heterogeneous mixture. 
 
In each step, read the red question and determine the best answer for your sample.  Follow the 
red arrow to the next step of the flowchart and repeat.  Keep going until you get to one of the 
final, purple classifications. 
 
 
 


