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Claudius: 'maiores mei, quorum antiquissimus 
Clausus origine Sabina simul in civitatem 
Romanam et in familias patriciorum adscitus est, 
hortantur uti paribus consiliis in re publica 
capessenda, transferendo huc quod usquam 
egregium fuerit. 
 
 neque enim ignoro Iulios Alba, Coruncanios 
Camerio, Porcios Tusculo, et ne vetera 
scrutemur, Etruria Lucaniaque et omni Italia in 
senatum accitos, postremo ipsam ad Alpis 
promotam ut non modo singuli viritim, sed 
terrae, gentes in nomen nostrum coalescerent... 
 
 
quid aliud exitio Lacedaemoniis et Atheniensibus 
fuit, quamquam armis pollerent, nisi quod victos 
pro alienigenis arcebant?  
 
at conditor nostri Romulus tantum sapientia 
valuit ut plerosque populos eodem die hostis, 
dein civis habuerit. advenae in nos regnaverunt:  
 

inveterascet hoc quoque, et quod hodie 
exemplis tuemur, inter exempla erit.' 

 Claudius:​ — "In my own ancestors, the eldest of whom, 
Clausus,​ a Sabine by extraction, was made simultaneously a 
citizen and the head of a patrician house, I find encouragement 
to employ   the same policy in my administration, by transferring 
hither all true excellence, let it be found where it will.  
 
 
For I am not unaware that the Julii came to us from Alba, the 
Coruncanii from Camerium,​ the Porcii from Tusculum; that — not 
to scrutinize antiquity — members were drafted into the senate 
from Etruria, from Lucania, from the whole of Italy;​ and that 
finally Italy itself was extended to the Alps,​ in order that not 
individuals merely but countries and nationalities should form 
one body under the name of Romans. …. 
 
What else proved fatal to Lacedaemon and Athens, in spite of 
their power in arms, but their policy of holding the conquered 
aloof as alien-born? … 
 
But the sagacity of our own founder Romulus was such that 
several times he fought and naturalized a people in the course of 
the same day! Strangers have been kings over us:  
 

Our innovation, too, will be parcel of the past, and what to-day 
we defend by precedents will rank among precedents." 
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