
 
 
 
 

Columbia County Board of Education 
Regular Session 
June 10, 2025 

5:30 p.m. 
  

The Columbia County Board of Education met at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, June 10, 2025, at the 
Columbia County Board of Education.  The following Board of Education members were 
present: 
 

Mr. David Dekle, Chairman 
Ms. Judy Teasley, Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Katie Allen, Board Member 
Mr. Philip Kent, Board Member 

 
Ms. Kristi Baker, Board Member, was not present. 

 
 

Call to Order 
Chairman David Dekle called the meeting to order.        
                                            

Invocation 
BAPS Mandir of Evans Senior Priest Dharmesh Patel led the invocation.   
  

Pledge of Allegiance                                                                       
Grovetown High School JROTC led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Approval of the Agenda  
Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Board Member 
Philip Kent, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board 
Member Katie Allen, and Board Member Philip Kent.  
 

Special Recommendations 
Superintendent Flynt recommended Melissa Culpepper for the position of Principal at North 
Harlem Elementary School, as presented.  Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley made a motion to 
approve Melissa Culpepper for the position of Principal at North Harlem Elementary School, as 
presented, seconded by Board Member Katie Allen, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, 
Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board Member Katie Allen, and Board Member Philip Kent. 
 
Superintendent Flynt recommended Amanda Anderson for the position of Assistant Principal at 
North Harlem Elementary School, as presented.  Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley made a motion to 
approve Amanda Anderson for the position of Assistant Principal at North Harlem Elementary 
School, as presented, seconded by Board Member Philip Kent, and approved by Chairman David 
Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board Member Katie Allen, and Board Member Philip Kent. 
 
Superintendent Flynt recommended Shannon Cohen for the position of Assistant Principal at 
Columbia Middle School, as presented.  Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley made a motion to approve 
Shannon Cohen for the position of Assistant Principal at Columbia Middle School, as presented, 
seconded by Board Member Katie Allen, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, 
Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board Member Katie Allen, and Board Member Philip Kent. 
 
Superintendent Flynt recommended LaShonta Dotson for the position of Assistant Principal at 
Grovetown Elementary School, as presented.  Chairman David Dekle made a motion to approve 
LaShonta Dotson for the position of Assistant Principal at Grovetown Elementary School, as 
presented, seconded by Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, 
Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board Member Katie Allen, and Board Member Philip Kent. 
 
6.   Special Recognitions 

a.​ Georgia Association of Educators State Spelling Bee Winner 
b.​ Georgia High School Association 

i.​ Track and Field Championships 
ii.​ Girls Tennis 5A Championships 

 
 

7.   Board Comments and Acknowledgements 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Business Section 

Superintendent Flynt requested approval of Consent Items 8 a-g as presented.  Vice-Chairman 
Judy Teasley made a motion to approve Consent Items 8 a-g as presented, seconded by Board 
Member Philip Kent, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, 
Board Member Katie Allen, Board Member Kristi Baker, and Board Member Philip Kent. 
 
8.  Approval of Consent Items.………...….......……...….…….……...………...Chairman Dekle 

a.​ Minutes of May 13, 2025, Regular Session Meeting, and Minutes of June 5, 2025, 
Special Called Meeting 

b.​ April Financials  
c.​ Budget Amendment 
d.​ Fundraisers 
e.​ Employee Travel 
f.​ Program/Camp/Employee Participation Request 
g.​ Lease/Use of Facilities  

 
  9.  Electronic Devices and HB340 Compliance, Associate Superintendent Penny Jackson 
Associate Superintendent Penny Jackson provided an update on Electronic Devices and HB340 
Compliance as it relates to the Code of Conduct for the 2025-2026 school year. Board Member Philip 
Kent recommended approval of the electronic devices portion of the Code of Conduct as presented, 
seconded by Board Member Katie Allen, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy 
Teasley, Board Member Katie Allen, and Board Member Philip Kent. 
 
 10. Estimated Rollback Rate Required by HB581 and HB92 
Superintendent Flynt recommended approval to adopt a Rollback Rate of 16.50 mills. Vice-Chairman 
Judy Teasley made a motion to adopt a Rollback rate of 16.50 mills, seconded by Board Member Philip 
Kent, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board Member Katie 
Allen, and Board Member Philip Kent. 
 

Building Program 
Superintendent Flynt presented a project update.  
 
Superintendent Flynt recommended approval of the bid results for Evans High School Locker 
Room to Sommers Construction, LLC. in the amount of $605,300.00, as presented. Chairman 
David Dekle made a motion to approve the bid result for Evans High School Locker Room to 
Sommers Construction, LLC. in the amount of $605,300.00, seconded by Vice-Chairman Judy 
Teasley, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board Member 
Katie Allen, and Board Member Philip Kent. 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Superintendent Flynt recommended approval of the bid results for Project Management Services 
for Lakeside High School, Evans High School, Harlem High School, Greenbrier High School, 
Grovetown High School, Grovetown Elementary School and Grovetown Middle School to Turner 
& Townsend Heery, as presented. Chairman David Dekle made a motion to approve the bid 
result for Project Management Services for Lakeside High School, Evans High School, Harlem 
High School, Greenbrier High School, Grovetown High School, Grovetown Elementary School 
and Grovetown Middle School to Turner & Townsend Heery, seconded by Vice-Chairman Judy 
Teasley, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, and Board 
Member Philip Kent. Board Member Katie Allen opposed.  
 

 
 
Superintendent Flynt recommended approval of the mandatory addendum amendments for 
Lakeside High School Additions and Renovations, Evans High School Additions and 
Renovations, Euchee Creek Elementary HVAC, and the mandatory addendum for Harlem High 
School, as presented.  Chairman David Dekle made a motion to approve the mandatory 
addendum amendments for Lakeside High School Additions and Renovations, Evans High 
School Additions and Renovations, Euchee Creek Elementary HVAC, and the mandatory 
addendum for Harlem High School, as presented, seconded by Board Member Katie Allen and 
approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board Member Katie Allen, 
and Board Member Philip Kent.  
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
13.  Superintendent Reports  
Superintendent Flynt presented the following reports and announcements. 

a.​ School Year Update for 2024-2025 
b.​ Summer School 

i.​ Grovetown High School, May 29-June 26 
ii.​ Graduation, Columbia County Performing Arts Center, June 26 

c.​ Existing Student Registration, June 16-August 4 

 



 
 
 
 

d.​ Independence Day Holiday, July 4 
e.​ United Way of the CSRA Stuff the Bus Event, July 18 
f.​ Leadership Conference, July 21-22 
g.​ New Teacher Induction, July 23-25 
h.​ School’s Open Drive Safely AAA Press Conference, July 23 
i.​ Rising 6th and 9th Grade Camp, July 24 or 26 
j.​ Open House Dates for 2025-2026 School Year 

i.​ High School, July 29, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
ii.​ Middle School, July 29, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

iii.​ Elementary School, July 31, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
k.​ Teacher Pre-Planning, July 28 – August 1 
l.​ Employee Back to School Kickoff, August 1 
m.​ First Day of School, August 4 

 
Public Participation 

Chairman Dekle called upon 2 participants who requested to speak during Public Participation.  
Ms. Jessica Fisher requested to speak about teachers and Ms. Janet Duggan requested to speak 
about current events. 
 

Executive Session 
At this time, a motion for the Board to retire into Executive Session was made by  
Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, seconded by Board Member Katie Allen, and approved by 
Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board Member Katie Allen, and Board 
Member Philip Kent. 
 
Upon returning from Executive Session, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley made a motion that 
Chairman David Dekle be directed to execute an affidavit, as called for by Georgia Law, 
affirming that no subject was discussed during Executive Session, which violated the Open 
Meeting Laws of the State of Georgia.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Katie Allen, 
and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board Member Katie 
Allen, and Board Member Philip Kent. 

 
Personnel Recommendations  

Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley made a motion for approval of the amended personnel list to 
include the Personnel Recommendations which were discussed in Executive Session, seconded 
by Board Member Katie Allen, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy 
Teasley, Board Member Katie Allen, Board and Board Member Philip Kent. 

 
Board Items 

Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley made a motion for approval of real estate matters as presented in 
Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Katie Allen, and approved by 
Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy Teasley, Board Member Katie Allen, Board, and 
Board Member Philip Kent. 
 

Adjourn 
There being no further business Chairman David Dekle made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 
Board Member Katie Allen, and approved by Chairman David Dekle, Vice-Chairman Judy 
Teasley, Board Member Katie Allen, and Board Member Philip Kent. 
 
 
 
 

David Dekle, Chairman 
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​  

 
Dr. Steven Flynt, Secretary 

 


