
You had to practice.  You should have rehearsed what you were going to say 
before the presentation.  You could have rehearsed at home, or you might have 
practiced with your friends. 

For next time, you must practice more.   You should remember all the words 
before the presentation.  You could also try speaking louder.  You had better use clear 
text and diagrams for your slides. And whatever you do, make sure you turn your 
phone off before the presentation. 

You might want to think more about your body language.   If I were you, I would 
use gestures and smile more when I’m in front of the class. 

Have you thought about wearing formal clothes?  You ought to look nice when 
you’re doing a presentation.  And why don’t you give an outline to your audience, so 
that they can follow along with you.   And whatever you do, don’t turn your back to your 
audience.  



 

Advice with 
modals in the 
present/future 

Advice with 
modals in 
the past 

Advice 
using if 

Other 
expressions 

  

You might want 
to… 

You could 
have… 

If I were you, 
I would… 

Why don’t 
you…? 
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You can/could… You might 
have… 

  Have you 
thought 
about…? 

  

You should… You should 
have… 

  Whatever you 
do, don’t…! 

You ought to… You had 
to… 

  Whatever you 
do, make sure 
to…! 

  

You had better 
(you’d better)… 

      

You must 
(not)… 
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You might want to... You can/could... 

You should… You ought to... 

You had better... You must (not)... 

You could have… You might have... 

You should have… You had to... 

If I were you, I would… Why don’t you… ? 

Have you thought about… ? Whatever you do, don’t... ! 

Whatever you do, make sure to...! 
 

 
 



When you meet your friends after school, you 
can’t stop talking about Mrs. Frisby.  They have 
been starting to avoid you. 
 

You keep seeing Adam everywhere you go.  You 
are sure he is following you. 
 

You are addicted to doing micro-listenings at 
home, and you are not sure how you will survive 
once you finish all of the units. 

You can’t concentrate on what Adam says 
because he’s so ruggedly handsome. 
 
 

Someone else in this class keeps wearing 
exactly the same clothes as you.  It is really 
starting to annoy you. 
 

You have won lots of games in class, but the 
teacher never gives out any prizes.  You can’t 
stop thinking about all the prizes you should 
have gotten. 

You have no idea what to do at the end of the 
course. 
 

The teacher keeps making you move tables, but 
you have a lot of bags, books, and drinks you 
need to carry. It’s not convenient. 
 

The teacher never calls on you in class. You’re 
beginning to feel left out. 
 
 

When you know the answer, the teacher never 
calls on you.  But when you don’t know the 
answer, he calls on you every time. 
 

You keep trying to get your friends to play 
Quizlet Live with you, but none of them will do it. 

You can’t stay awake in class without coffee.  
But now you’re spending too much money on 
coffee. 
 

When you meet your friends at a coffee shop, 
you keep giving them numbers and asking them 
to change tables. They have threatened you with 
violence. 

When you meet your old friends from high 
school, you don’t feel comfortable unless they 
are wearing their IDs around their neck. 

 
 



 

It’s difficult to arrive in class on 
time. 

It’s hard to pay attention in 
class. 

I feel stressed out by all the 
homework. 

It’s hard to get enough sleep. 

The stress of the test makes it 
difficult for me to focus on the 
listening audio. 

Even though I know the 
grammar rule, when I speak in 
English I still make mistakes. 

It’s difficult to manage my time 
in order to get all the homework 
done. 

I get nervous about English 
speaking in front of my 
classmates. 

I can’t hear the words on the 
micro listening. 

I don’t have enough time to 
relax. 

I keep getting distracted by my 
phone when I should be 
studying. 

I feel so sleepy in class 
sometimes. 

I feel like I don’t understand 
anything in the class, but I don’t 
know who to ask.  

I can’t remember all the 
vocabulary. 

I’m not sure what I want to do 
after I graduate. 

I’m not interested in my major, 
but my parents want me to 
study it. 

I have trouble with getting the 
rhythm and intonation right 
when I speak English. 

I can never remember how to 
pronounce new words. 

 


