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From the Principal’s Press Box… 

Fall Greetings AES Families and Friends!  

Hope everyone is embracing the cooler temperatures and cozy fall evenings!  As we 
end the month of October, there are several school events that are just around the 
corner that we want to share with you. 

Halloween is on Friday, October 31st. This is a friendly reminder that students should 
not come dressed in costumes to school on Friday. 

Friday, October 31st, marks the end of the 1st quarter.  Students will be dismissed 
three hours early so teachers can work on report cards. Report cards will be available 
in the Family File on November 10. 

American Education Week will be celebrated this year November 17—21, 2025.  
Americans nationwide will join the National Education Association (NEA) in raising 
awareness about the need to provide every child with a quality public education. The 
celebration highlights the importance of bringing together educators, parents, students, 
and communities in a unified effort to build great public schools. It also reflects NEA's 
vision of calling upon America to provide public school students with quality schools so 
that they can grow and achieve in the 21st century.  As part of the celebration, we will 
be providing parents the opportunity to come and visit their child’s classroom during 
this celebration week.  More details regarding this visitation week will be shared in 
future correspondence.   

 
Ms. Malcotti, Principal 
Ms. Tracy, Assistant Principal 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  

●​ October 24: PTA Trunk or Treat, 5:30-7:30 PM View flyer 
●​ October 30: Fall Parties  
●​ October 31: End of 1st Quarter 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O8o8saGw8dFFqrEQdUGk_DwDSXVX1tsn/view?usp=drive_link


●​ October 31: 3 Hr Early Dismissal. No School for PS classes (Ms. Mollie and Ms. 
Shannon) 

●​ November 2: Daylight Saving Time Ends 
●​ November 3-7: National School Psychology Week 
●​ November 5: PTA Restaurant Night at Shake Shack -see Flier 
●​ November 6: PTA Meeting Virtual 
●​ November 8: Gr5 Pancake Breakfast 
●​ November 10: Report Cards available in HCPSS Connect Synergy after 4 PM 
●​ November 11: Veterans Day (Schools are Open) 
●​ November 12: 3 Hr Early Dismissal. No School for PS classes (Ms. Mollie and 

Ms. Shannon) 
●​ November 13: World Kindness Day 
●​ November 17-21: American Education Week 
●​ November 19: Author’s Visit 
●​ November 24: 3 Hr Early Dismissal. No School for PS classes (Ms. Mollie and 

Ms. Shannon) 
●​ November 24: Parent Teacher Conferences 
●​ November 25: 3 Hr Early Dismissal. No School for PS classes (Ms. Mollie and 

Ms. Shannon) 
●​ November 25: Parent Teacher Conferences 
●​ November 26: Schools Closed 
●​ November 27 & 28: Schools & Offices Closed - Thanksgiving 

2025-2026 related arts color day calendar 

 
Hot Off the Presses! (new content since the last Panther 

Press) 
 
 

36th Annual OMHS Craft Fair 
The 36th Annual OMHS Craft Fair is occurring on November 1st from 10 am-3 pm. 
Please click here for the flier and here for more information. 
 
 

America Recycles Day Sculpture Expo 
In honor of America Recycles Day on November 15th, Atholton's Green Team will be 
hosting its annual America Recycles Day Sculpture Expo from November 17th through 
November 21st. The goal of this event is to promote awareness about waste reduction 
and involve students in thinking creatively about reusing materials.  Students in all 
grades are invited to use their creativity to construct a sculpture made entirely of 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasponline.org%2Fresearch-and-policy%2Fadvocacy%2Fnational-school-psychology-week-(nspw)&data=05%7C02%7CLauren_Rhue%40hcpss.org%7Cd568fddf594f44bd676b08de130e7807%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638969150027199617%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XjSQPg9Ys1w7IPfeBybvPl4W2aAsCrnLQJP3nbM9jIw%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13EkTdTM-X4JtIKXoc_xw2CtHKFshWd_B/view?usp=sharing
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nea.org%2FAmericanEducationWeek&data=05%7C02%7CLauren_Rhue%40hcpss.org%7Cd568fddf594f44bd676b08de130e7807%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638969150027252965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SkR08uOI6fTko7HZk4rXGlubl6djd0gBWtHiqj3rdBA%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BhEsXG3nn_4nC01mU1mUly-dgR9CJc6N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QND_LVfHgOLluij9pDXiZvt7tvNvFR3V/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N0VQzIcKUltr1N-112R9BTu7wIW_vFqL/view?usp=sharing


recycled materials. Students may work independently or with a partner on this project. 
The sculptures may be purely artistic or based upon a character, animal, object, person, 
activity, event, etc. Sculptures should be brought to school on Monday, November 
17th; they will be displayed in the school for all students and staff to admire.  Sculptures 
will remain on display through Friday, Nov. 21st. Find additional details on the AES 
Sculpture Expo Information Sheet. Direct questions to Ms. Eckert at 
jennifer_eckert@hcpss.org or Mrs. Seifert at jhonna_seifert@hcpss.org. Time to create! 

 
The Young Authors' Contest 

The Howard County Literacy Association invites students in grades 1-5 to submit their 
original poems and/or short stories to the annual writing contest called The Young 
Authors' Contest. Please see the attached Young Authors’ Contest Guidelines  for 
information about the rules and guidelines. Stories and poems must be typed and 
saved as a Word Doc or Googledoc. All entries must have a completed YAC Cover 
Sheet sent as a PDF. Submissions may be emailed to Stephanie Pazornick, AES 
Reading Specialist, at stephanie_pazornick@hcpss.org by December 1, 2025. 
Contact Stephanie Pazornick with any questions.  All Young Authors’ Contest 
information can be found on the HCLA website.  
Howard County Literacy Association welcomes parents as members.  Visit the HCLA 
Welcome Page for information about joining.   
 
 

 
Worth Mentioning Again 

 

Important Dismissal Info re: RECC/PreK Playground Area 
Parents/Guardians picking up students in Grades K-5 must avoid cutting through the 
RECC/PreK Playground area. 

●​ This playground is the designated dismissal space for our 3- and 4-year-old 
students.  

●​ For the safety of these young children (some of whom attempt to leave the area), 
it is critical that the space remains restricted and GATES remain CLOSED at all 
times. 

●​ Signs have been placed on the gates for the RECC/PreK playground stating that 
the area is for RECC/PreK only. Please adhere to the signs posted. 

Please walk around the gated area or use the other side of the building to reach the 
back of the school. 

Thank you for helping us ensure a safe dismissal for all students. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l9jOR4DmArP2WCi5Aw6CHYyExft2GSHyJKdgKqEJSEc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l9jOR4DmArP2WCi5Aw6CHYyExft2GSHyJKdgKqEJSEc/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:jennifer_eckert@hcpss.org
mailto:jhonna_seifert@hcpss.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sK8wbkLgYDlCGN-10R7-qMigNUHhQqfH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15qelit_hMtR5vLepdI7uoisXzYsjJj5k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15qelit_hMtR5vLepdI7uoisXzYsjJj5k/view?usp=sharing
mailto:stephanie_pazornick@hcpss.org
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhocoreads.weebly.com%2Fyoung-authors-contest.html&data=04%7C01%7CMaria_Moy%40hcpss.org%7Caf8f23ac27d647bb0f5a08d87443793b%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C0%7C0%7C637387180426566078%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UaXNlbgqds0dID%2BqFfWPiw3AG9Ym4Kt6uFiCjyvI7yw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhocoreads.weebly.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMaria_Moy%40hcpss.org%7Caf8f23ac27d647bb0f5a08d87443793b%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C0%7C0%7C637387180426576073%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Hlp%2FH1njYXBEwBaTfrQNBQeQKex%2FIU7TRHiUGbh4TpQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhocoreads.weebly.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMaria_Moy%40hcpss.org%7Caf8f23ac27d647bb0f5a08d87443793b%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C0%7C0%7C637387180426576073%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Hlp%2FH1njYXBEwBaTfrQNBQeQKex%2FIU7TRHiUGbh4TpQ%3D&reserved=0


 
From the Media Center 

Please click on this link to view the Atholton Elementary PTA Book Club letter from the 
Media Center. Please complete your request by Friday, October 31, 2025. 
 
 

Free Flu Clinics 
Free flu clinics are available through the Howard County Health Department.  Please 
click here to view the flier for dates and times of the free flu clinics. 
 
 

From The Health Room: 
Not sure if your child should stay home?  See the diagram below for guidance. 

 
 
 

Information from the Green School Team:   
Atholton will continue our "Think Before You Throw Thursdays" this year. Our goal is to 
encourage our students and staff to use more reusable items throughout their day, so 
we throw away less.  We also invite students to wear something GREEN if they wish, 
every Thursday, to remind themselves to be GREEN!  Our first "Think Before You Throw 
Thursday" for this school year will be on September 19.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14bgP4mSfKzb3ftycvLdzUoDfEtZgx6VsIGRDSf1eozA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sku5MU1qN7ZSON---1PBm8ShLB9KE3oR/view?usp=sharing


  
 

HCPSS Volunteer Training SY25-26 
Confidentiality Agreement for Conducting Classroom, Visits/Observations, and 
Volunteer/Chaperone Opportunities is now ONLINE! 
Please complete the online training by reviewing the training slides on the HCPSS 
website.  Afterwards, you do not have to print out anything; just fill out the Google Form 
here, and this will count as your required documents. Or scan the QR code below: 
 

 
 

Arrival and Dismissal and Buses at AES 
Please review the Arrival and Dismissal Procedures for Atholton ES that can be found 
here.  It is important that everyone in the community follow these guidelines to ensure a 
safe start and end to our school days. 
 
We wanted to highlight a couple of issues that came up today to clarify our procedures. 

●​ During arrival, please follow the directions of staff members at the front of the 
building to ensure everyone’s safety. Do not pass buses or other vehicles on 
Seneca Drive. 

●​ During dismissal, no cars are allowed in the bus loop. All car riders are picked up 
behind the school. If your car is in the loop during dismissal, you will need to wait 
to leave until the buses have been dismissed. Backing out of the loop is not a 
safe alternative. 

●​ We received calls from community members today about cars being parked 
illegally on others’ property in a way that made it impossible for them to get out of 
their driveways. Please be respectful and park legally to avoid being ticketed or 
towed. 

 
For our bus riders, we will have 9 buses providing transportation for AES this school 
year.  Some of the buses have a 3-digit number, and all of our Zum buses have a 6-digit 
number.  To make it easier for us to communicate with students and families about 

https://www.hcpss.org/parents/volunteer-information/
https://forms.gle/7DuXgvhMJxQhMPw98
https://forms.gle/7DuXgvhMJxQhMPw98
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F_348yGbgtGK_nIu_ZrTc5A~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FqDee-BhkS-cyzrVahv6k0WvJLdi8H7mjZ8KmBioLphR7QZkwHAQJ96OLNBsDw3-sq9c8TyM3nS35AdW1vNNMQdOK5e6jEZMVKlqLzqw2p_vPxb60WCZoTu2cGXqv7iIrx9_bz3If1_Nt9JiafAVIgO2HDMoqMXUbtDRg1s-iHfHGAcKMXBtIQ2MWxDK0xflm&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7Cb22744ff28bd4cbf81f008dde41c893d%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638917533397298225%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nmgdon94IMCstK4BqdPJ3bJ%2FgtTRH6TRKTxIrjMNjlg%3D&reserved=0


buses, we will be using numbers listed below.  Please remember, if your child rides a 
Zum bus and you are looking for information on the Zum app, you will need to use the 
full 6-digit number. Information about how to download the Zum app can be found 
below. 

 
Bus 453 
Bus 870 

Zum Bus 233004 = BUS 4 
Zum Bus 233214 = BUS 214 
Zum Bus 233221 = BUS 221 
Zum Bus 233229 = BUS 229 
Zum Bus 233246 = BUS 246 
Zum Bus 234276 = BUS 276 
Zum Bus 234281 = BUS 281 

 
Thank you for your patience as we begin another great year!  

Zum App 
Using the app will allow you to track your child’s bus in real-time, receive pick-up 
notifications if you choose, and view the driver for each ride. 
To start using the Zum app, please follow these instructions: 

1.​ Download the app- 
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zum-student-transportation/id1076430968 

2.​ Log in to your account with the phone number or email address you have listed 
on your child’s record in Family File in HCPSS Connect. 

3.​ Verify your access by entering the one-time code sent to your device. 
4.​ Check the notification settings to ensure you’re receiving Zum notifications, if 

desired, so you’ll know when the bus is approaching and when your child has 
arrived at school. 

 
 

Learning Together Program 
The Atholton Elementary Early Childhood Classes are still looking for peers for the 
2025-2026 school year.  We are accepting applications for general education students 
to participate as peers through the Learning Together Program (LTP). These classes 
include general education and special education students. The program’s focus is 
helping all children develop communication, literacy, math, problem solving, motor, and 
social skills. Parents of children who will be 3 by September 1st, applications are now 
being accepted. Please contact the front office for more information. 
 
In alignment with Maryland’s Blueprint for the Future, new LTP applications for students 
turning 4 by September 1 will not be available.  The Howard County Public School 
System continues to offer Prekindergarten for income eligible children who will be 4 
years old by September 1. For additional information contact the school or visit: 
https://www.hcpss.org/schools/pre-k-programs/  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fa6eHKRWZbjJLYo2ouIsp2Q~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FbqvknbuJEgJw70lgCS5MoyiYhaWlvVJPcugVIDakivLO7AbmmssuLSKGyW1Dg40TpRzLdS7b82b1jQAz2Q4aBKELF2t6bzsEmYeTa3YrW8GpL2PwJQ3ljMGAlyVZG7peOFznWsChTmtVF1jM2A8hKTLv8t8Gyg8adsWDSNL0ECtqtH0O8a_yVLgUVKd7vTDLgPBim-OsFHjzTX8UiZe1pnz2QDAKpTeQ7tNQDp4zxzuCbmoeVOCv46bO03-tWT6T1SnCO5hCj4cCSy2DSPmY5KUOJ4F2SExi86HpvJs0T87yR9HLoQFXMqtRXIoxxB26RlmNAHKCqPKno5zGUfBK_38Q03a6A8_nyN6n8abdzjPdKPoORyUrBgpYuBuDQgOnHLpHnR4G1NZNLpm-YQee_GnrY3kiD1ZqV49f2ZdnSVW3RPtcUCCJaI8YUvayrxFj-ov9ZUuI-IELkTYDGgSDlUCkXjbzj85n7UjvKMiC2aLwmeLzigJCZu3FuKyLShPrxcb24wtnozqPJO9dPo5PZSfRNIave-lrcPnOR3u283i9542YFpqZ3Vcapbz_q45HlBLhDTXUeriwtLXjdm71r-49esVqhgjwcLjcp__WtEG6wc9q9QR04bNvImcHexDp&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7Cb22744ff28bd4cbf81f008dde41c893d%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638917533397324711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=97Z%2BmTBAX2MB42Kk2vGCHKzSkJxFctvNqeRxpQhjOLA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F7K4-4YXXMSTGMapROLQ2Ow~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FIGsn9-0CGt6XZo-MgcvAkTtMLlERLJT-iuDkeS1_FLdb3UDkRf8Gxze8UORw_3BMH2Y-kqPqFPpXn3SMYJdu_WzqPJZe5gKJ7rgk-f3rcWxwQbPnUvqQgzRDC4D2RERhORUqIeZP0beoROvxeWqUNPv7SXmObvhypjyR3oAzaZnKAD6hXQdVF64HWOP2D8PRE64gWaSL7afojIMVvYmFY1aTmCcvAFbZsnuzNpcraRoOc7KZICYAC8tooBXA-MhZatCBr8IC824VHt3c2MgkEhTFWt2YpFlOaDnXMZP8Ys9Vef-cxzJQvCa4nfJNa5G2uq0FQYEak2uSLyilTvV7Sh1oB6g9LPXrBkYopQxheVyeWjlzwucNnl5KKjjnSNwDhc3UkiKUwZjf-w3OjJNbXI0KMpcl16sAM6T1dj1upNMiqEGqgiLD2i_U5ma0AJiEanJBQbzig9fL8rt8uJgdt90R5qHe1qpCOtMvfnbVF6Og_r2EimFi_5MHnZPRH8C8JPWRMF6xZZwdc1bKD_I-5x7iK9x7DZn_qDuxt9QN1gX-DvZnoAcqbB7AgD9xUoU_7zndyY__NJ8IK8c3kMgd5ij5iJT8Ws7N6lQ4N6hLpDiC1UffnpkMPRM2FGF26vl4xkpjAJ1V27M5YnmDZlpLcBFS_fHiYlTbdT8mrcEtipZddH928hvegFbZkFia89uHjxpL6V2ZYJWGvMPPMOuAwA~~&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7Cb22744ff28bd4cbf81f008dde41c893d%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638917533397340219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o%2Bpy8ZWkPXgLVpyPEb03049l2wSd%2FTpOtBI3p0K0ROI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F7K4-4YXXMSTGMapROLQ2Ow~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FIGsn9-0CGt6XZo-MgcvAkTtMLlERLJT-iuDkeS1_FLdb3UDkRf8Gxze8UORw_3BMH2Y-kqPqFPpXn3SMYJdu_WzqPJZe5gKJ7rgk-f3rcWxwQbPnUvqQgzRDC4D2RERhORUqIeZP0beoROvxeWqUNPv7SXmObvhypjyR3oAzaZnKAD6hXQdVF64HWOP2D8PRE64gWaSL7afojIMVvYmFY1aTmCcvAFbZsnuzNpcraRoOc7KZICYAC8tooBXA-MhZatCBr8IC824VHt3c2MgkEhTFWt2YpFlOaDnXMZP8Ys9Vef-cxzJQvCa4nfJNa5G2uq0FQYEak2uSLyilTvV7Sh1oB6g9LPXrBkYopQxheVyeWjlzwucNnl5KKjjnSNwDhc3UkiKUwZjf-w3OjJNbXI0KMpcl16sAM6T1dj1upNMiqEGqgiLD2i_U5ma0AJiEanJBQbzig9fL8rt8uJgdt90R5qHe1qpCOtMvfnbVF6Og_r2EimFi_5MHnZPRH8C8JPWRMF6xZZwdc1bKD_I-5x7iK9x7DZn_qDuxt9QN1gX-DvZnoAcqbB7AgD9xUoU_7zndyY__NJ8IK8c3kMgd5ij5iJT8Ws7N6lQ4N6hLpDiC1UffnpkMPRM2FGF26vl4xkpjAJ1V27M5YnmDZlpLcBFS_fHiYlTbdT8mrcEtipZddH928hvegFbZkFia89uHjxpL6V2ZYJWGvMPPMOuAwA~~&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7Cb22744ff28bd4cbf81f008dde41c893d%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638917533397340219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o%2Bpy8ZWkPXgLVpyPEb03049l2wSd%2FTpOtBI3p0K0ROI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FC-T_pMOEa5uQE0_dLrA1RA~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FhKWYPAgf5SlL-EH0k3Zf5sEZTGk_PF8qMGy8haR-1m1u6YfIZ9KU6Rx2HaOABORxxz5zLtBetrQihIBwm70IIDcWFmCPxr2nnmYhZFU8tw5MW6Z7u6QbJm6NSGOZooB9&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7Cb22744ff28bd4cbf81f008dde41c893d%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638917533397356350%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=78hgvHzNGFuvfjP0VWXdxAJB6svnbqLQqMWAvmngBIs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hcpss.org/schools/pre-k-programs/


 
 

2024-2025 HCPSS Partnerships Snapshot 
The HCPSS Partnerships 2024–2025 Annual Snapshot is now available. The snapshot 
includes a link to school system partners, including each school’s partners, as well as 
system-wide, curricular, and program office partnerships. The Snapshot highlights the 
essential role our partners play in ensuring every student has the tools to succeed 
beyond graduation.  
 
 

PreK Accreditation Update 
This year, our Pre-K program will participate in the Accreditation Annual Updates 
process. We achieved Accreditation in the 23-24 school year.  
 
 Maryland Accreditation is… 

●​ A way for programs to demonstrate their commitment to providing high-quality 
learning environments. 

●​ A process for demonstrating and verifying program effectiveness and continuous 
improvement using the Maryland Accreditation Standards. 

●​ A process in which programs commit to and demonstrate continuous quality 
improvement to benefit children, families, and staff. 

The Annual Updates process supports continuous quality improvement of high-quality 
learning and environments for your children. 
 
As part of this process, we are continuing to look at the quality of our program through a 
self-appraisal process. Our Pre-K program has recently completed its self-appraisal 
using the Maryland Accreditation Standards. As a result of our initial self-appraisal, we 
have developed a Program Improvement Plan that will address the following goals this 
school year: 

●​ Develop increased opportunities for choral responding. 
●​ Survey parents to assess family needs and hold a RECC family night to provide 

resources based on needs and build community amongst the RECC families. 
 
We’re excited to continue our journey of quality programming for all young children, their 
families, and staff. Please contact the Pre-K team with questions about Accreditation or 
our Accreditation Program Improvement Plan. 
 
 

AES Website and Calendar 
Please bookmark the Atholton ES Website to keep up-to-date with the latest 
information! Also, the elementary related arts calendar is available to subscribe to. So 
you can keep track of RYOGB days!  Click here for HCPSS directions on how to add a 
calendar. 
 

https://www.hcpss.org/f/aboutus/partnership/ar_partner202425.pdf
https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/system/files/filedepot/3/effective_7-1-2016_early_childhood_standards_revised_2016.pdf
https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/system/files/filedepot/3/effective_7-1-2016_early_childhood_standards_revised_2016.pdf
https://aes.hcpss.org/
https://www.hcpss.org/calendar/


FAMILY FILES - please update ASAP 
Español | 中文 | 한국어 

HCPSS utilizes Family File for families to complete emergency information. 
Parents/guardians must verify and/or update information for each child each school 
year.  

Please note that some resources within HCPSS Connect Synergy are not yet available 
for the 2025-2026 school year, including homerooms, teachers and schedules; and bus 
transportation assignments. Parents/guardians are only asked to complete Family File 
at this time. 

Several updates have been made to Family File, including how and where to access. 
Parents/guardians can now access and complete Family File by logging in to HCPSS 
Connect Synergy, selecting the Online Registration at the top right of the page and then 
selecting Family File Verification. 

Once logged in, parents/guardians will be asked to update or provide the following: 
family information; parent/guardian contact; emergency contact(s); and student 
information, including health information, PTA/PTSA directory inclusion, release of 
information, science agreement, and arrival/dismissal procedures.  

New this year, Family File includes a Secondary Science Safety Agreement, a 
comprehensive Information Release section, and the ability to submit a change of 
address. 

●​ Change of Address: Families who have recently moved will submit necessary 
documentation when completing Family File, rather than the previous process of 
completing in the school. 

○​ In the Family section, select the checkbox if your address has changed, 
and enter the updated address and the date of the deed/lease change. 

○​ After submitting your change of address, a staff member from your child's 
school will contact you to finalize details relating to your submission. 

●​ Science Safety Agreement: Formerly a paper that middle and high school 
students brought home for parents/guardians to sign and return to school, this is 
now available in Family File. The full agreement can be found online and 
parents/guardians will acknowledge the agreement in the Family File Student 
Information section. 

●​ Information Release: Permission options for the release of information have not 
changed, however for easier use, these now are found in one location. Releases 
include media (photo use), data confidentiality, and student creative work. 

Resources on completing Family File may be found online. Answers to frequently asked 
questions on Family File and on HCPSS Connect are available on the HCPSS Help 
site.  
 
 
 

Refrigerator Page 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F6Dtz52Nm-VBR8hZVdGTwkQ~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FDcr7hfxDILTMBqr0_5DoC09EsfjttdLUf1InLl34k-lonyWlSZqAt16RcU5ntyChWyKa4zM9zAKd09qeeTR7uHY8vX1iy8e2M3KGm4fptPnrHTOYxoGWYzboPB2-lezXGayC9U5Jz36Gqh1bo1ByxD2SF3jWEDY8l9sDdUetLcU~&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7C2d0e866a9f1b4d3e311f08ddd37331bf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638899213895012396%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s161enwm2KvWCVj6vqUVsrUQ27%2BVwQehtra%2ByRblr3k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FUjfULJVUBBpd32_ON_xqVA~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FDcr7hfxDILTMBqr0_5DoC09EsfjttdLUf1InLl34k-lonyWlSZqAt16RcU5ntyChWyKa4zM9zAKd09qeeTR7uMtIU7J6n5YYoQ-64MTrk8jJ8G5xSVd2mD_Uv4RlV-nOLgxX1AMiMy1GXpKt0icLYv4e9jVnUNUq5ZY2qdSvEWM~&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7C2d0e866a9f1b4d3e311f08ddd37331bf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638899213895042554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FfdjL9GEJdOkSE1HJBYk7CqY4c3CGiI5eyekmPW9Lks%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FgbFprRCWuxTGlB_C35rDSQ~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FYZXnscjkQc4y3twJ18vobdPC4uChbQq9KqTjUz4R2IXum1hAktrhq76FBT-zxfRs3QtoUmLNoBbEECxU5I8Zd6Wz1mU37hh11rrBFl6CidRyImXGVUzwoUH_l3uxAHeetHMTGJ31xbQ5cC9dZacAjFZh-SP1ZNNIahC4XW1uZcc~&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7C2d0e866a9f1b4d3e311f08ddd37331bf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638899213895058654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q5IH8kt7Zn9Ed9GkrLILgoOMGpjqWk6aYImvIM%2B6l1c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FSHYVBHld36Pz7p76lbgt_Q~~%2FAAAAARA~%2Fy_vPqACTCAXU5zhP90ZzGpVCK6smGYFQ1DZYjEGDTG8t-Bto05l8YAlrjBk9z88_nxi7kQrD_bJcLN5gMXz1xUDv2GovMEJDCZBkhYXEXT1HXlG6FHiY8z_fUdC14Q6n&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7C2d0e866a9f1b4d3e311f08ddd37331bf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638899213895073502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3jPn9bRhBkpdvZ2WblNaS5vz4uzC2vyHKIVylVb6res%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FkbWorWCVHvGOqwR_qrwCpA~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FtVZtlvlOqEGbfjCqDxZiJBZDpxtWZMFUEa5gGf9UrgAr7VOHQY8072VB2DsuycsGiQsa8nzoa1994O_dbPvdSLLwH1kOHDm2Ft2WnRWVctqrZea2WcluONucIc9pc3JQtW4nOedeyV7lWaJBlmaTVTKA_3Y1WhCkoV0aZUajdIg~&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7C2d0e866a9f1b4d3e311f08ddd37331bf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638899213895088176%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N7x9R4LREpk9rg0%2Fqshk464uY9H8svVySXFgUw08SXU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FkbWorWCVHvGOqwR_qrwCpA~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FtVZtlvlOqEGbfjCqDxZiJBZDpxtWZMFUEa5gGf9UrgAr7VOHQY8072VB2DsuycsGiQsa8nzoa1994O_dbPvdSLLwH1kOHDm2Ft2WnRWVctqrZea2WcluONucIc9pc3JQtW4nOedeyV7lWaJBlmaTVTKA_3Y1WhCkoV0aZUajdIg~&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7C2d0e866a9f1b4d3e311f08ddd37331bf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638899213895088176%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N7x9R4LREpk9rg0%2Fqshk464uY9H8svVySXFgUw08SXU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F0OhheJR3JIrfxrrJVeyLaw~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FSt1iUVU6QR2fgKJ3IUX-RrhVrP5F3aPW_sRN3l8D_PSu82oIcCvUfovx5ak7VTbfGcoeGbRiXdh98Adl4KUdy_Jz11ZKZRoJsrRvQjWoktZ-FHI1cj_qX39C4IMBCi4v78JAHrqar7whm06bQYVzO8xsWXqrJOvD_miUPGfsDHuDlaXaNUr3rsvaR0CzkqBT&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7C2d0e866a9f1b4d3e311f08ddd37331bf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638899213895102330%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uGByQorJ%2BEJPifwK8JZZg%2FvbzDgxw9AeXGdDQTau7ic%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F6lLDDA0fkxz3F2AdxWEXiw~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FzbVoIoNW4NbioziiICh0vksESAw-9LqDBSdSQdsjJ3JXZNwr_xYr1gu97CvN-XM0OthLjZI0PYnP52vl4q6IRxV1fDuvo9Lxhmv98XmwbOx2LSea14ohoKwbB_23o9Bzwu-4c8-6JWd-NR2bGBImadOuma-iy6ni8RrwcjnH3tE~&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7C2d0e866a9f1b4d3e311f08ddd37331bf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638899213895116628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2%2FFuPoBCKfwV3sa5xlCbRodB0Ye5yy0yw%2FE%2F8mbzr5w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fm9AY1fI8I6Y5tWlbGAmYUQ~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FuOnHIa08BxjW1ys9gWfovqE8in57OAmgVR5nf1oTzRtMgW2VgZzF9i0NmTrYIgMKYzhYfDiS1pbyQqeX1ff3BdlOW-bKSnzD-MnyOxrONycxTy5DfjNv0f12oRIeBcaJ&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7C2d0e866a9f1b4d3e311f08ddd37331bf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638899213895134639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jOTPz%2B1JUWDariWbuHNYzBCCHfELjf4Nq0KAKhsFI8Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FxS_8rxiX3UUDF2aSNkGbwg~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FskMKwpgiAOM_yOUDF7ByqtjE9oHzxnvvi_4am3m8pykdTlIZUYzrfzlTJyttE0Wzpnb2rM_gRtvJueI4omzV8VvXP4Tya4_HST1O6B4S5ur5RR9v00azxt0K6oAA2fpw&data=05%7C02%7Clauren_rhue%40hcpss.org%7C2d0e866a9f1b4d3e311f08ddd37331bf%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638899213895152890%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1Uqdf1n8QeQu57uD19zMvbeBZEdWgPzWTbXiBii0D5I%3D&reserved=0


Please use the Refrigerator Page Link for information about lunch schedules, testing 
windows, musical performance dates, etc. 
 
 
 

Free and Reduced Meals - check your eligibility today! 
Students whose families do not qualify for free or reduced lunch will be required to pay 
the daily meal price. Many HCPSS families are eligible to participate in the Free and 
Reduced Price Meals (FARMs) program, which provides children with a wide range of 
benefits, including free or discounted college tuition, testing and application fees, 
academic and athletic program fees, and many others, in addition to free or discounted 
meals. Families are urged to check their eligibility and complete a FARMs application as 
soon as possible. Families must submit a new application every school year. 
Details on the Free and Reduced Meals program, including a link to apply, are available 
online. 

 
 

Student Absences 
All absence notes should be sent directly to aesabsence@hcpss.org. (Click for the full 
attendance announcement) 

In your absence email, please include the following:  
●​ Student’s full legal name 
●​ Homeroom teacher  
●​ Dates of absence 
●​ Reason for absence (e.g., illness, bereavement, observance of a religious 

holiday, lack of transportation) 
 

 
Birthday Celebrations 

We know and appreciate that families want to recognize their children’s birthdays and 
participate in other class celebrations. However, it is important to remember that 
HCPSS Policy 9090: Wellness Through Nutrition and Physical Activity does not allow for 
parents (or staff) to bring in food for these kinds of occasions. You may bring in 
something special for your own child, but any food items cannot be shared with other 
students. If you’d like to provide a goodie bag to the class, consider including items like 
pencils, fidgets, or other small, non-food items   
 
When there are class celebrations throughout the year, the community will be notified of 
any food items that will be provided for students. These food items will be in alignment 
with HCPSS Policy 9090 and meet the required nutritional guidelines. If you would 
prefer that your child not have what is being offered, you may choose to send in an 
alternate item.   
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1K-7qWE2Rjo2r_jQGOVcqNSXu5MteO2g6PF8q1Dx5PrU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/
https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/farms/
https://www.hcpss.org/food-services/farms/
mailto:aesabsence@hcpss.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mbUGu8gBTELfaL_RZaV6U2Pj4j89SJihRP3ODct-sJI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mbUGu8gBTELfaL_RZaV6U2Pj4j89SJihRP3ODct-sJI/edit?usp=sharing
https://policy.hcpss.org/9000/9090/


Also, please note that HCPSS provides a circular to all schools each year prohibiting 
the presence of latex balloons in school buildings. Any balloons used for decoration or 
celebration in the building must be latex-free. 
 
 


	Important Dismissal Info re: RECC/PreK Playground Area 

