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... "In the bottomland hardwoods, most of the deer breeding occurs in December and 

January. In that area, we typically see lactation rates in the 60s. For that to drop into the 

40s, that's eye-opening." ... Certainly predation is a consideration, but when you see a 

30-point drop from one year to the next, that doesn't indicate predation ... disease could 

be the chief culprit ... 
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