
 
We reinforce better values by ceasing to assume that if someone is spectacularly 
rich, he must be smarter and more hardworking than the rest of us. Instead, we 
should view such people with suspicion. If there is one thing work on this book 
has taught me, it is this: it is impossible to become a billionaire without bending 
the rules. Most of the members of that class run their operations and live their 
lives in ways that injure our communities. Most are trying to rig the system even 
further. These are not upstanding citizens. They are parasites and 
freeloaders—however they try to justify themselves. We do not owe them 
deference. 
We can do this. We are our society. We can make it reflect the beauty in us. We don't have to 
wait for the next devastating calamity that lies on the horizon to discover, in survival, that 
precious communion. We can find it now, in the battle to ward off that calamity. We can find that 
fierce joy. 


