
ENG 1302: Rhetoric & Composition II |Summer II 2011 

Time & Location: 
1302.90L | Online @ http://1302s211.blogspot.com/ 
 
Instructor: Dr. Jonikka Charlton 
Office Hours: I will be available online twice a day on class days from 10:00am-11:00am and 7:00pm-8:00pm; if you’d like to make 
an appointment to meet face to face on campus, please email me so we can make those arrangements. 
Office Number: COAS 270b 
Office Phone: (956) 665-8779 (not the best way to reach me as this is an online class, and I will be doing most of my work from 
home) 
Email: jcharlton@utpa.edu (best way to reach me—I love email and check it a lot) 
Course Blog (for access to calendar, course docs, etc.): http://1302s211.blogspot.com/ (I would suggest bookmarking this site 
and the one below on your browser so you can easily find them each day.)  
Google Docs Site: http://docs.google.com 
 

WHAT IS ENG 1302? 

The following introductory information explains what the class is and what different groups of people (at different levels of the 
university) want you to get out of it. It's a lot of info that may make your head spin at the beginning of the semester. Read it and 
see what you think. My language and my approach to these goals start with the section "What I Want To Do in Here." 
 
BACKGROUND 

To ensure consistency in instructional approaches throughout Texas public institutions, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board devised in 1998 exemplary objectives for all courses required in universities’ core curricula. Institutions throughout the 
state, including UTPA, have used the THECB exemplary objectives to define objectives for required core curriculum courses. In 
addition, all UTPA major programs of study now have Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) which promote consistency and 
accountability in preparation of majors. Finally, within each program, individual courses have objectives that reflect accepted 
theories, content, and practice in that discipline. This section of your syllabus also demonstrates how these various sets of goals 
are implemented in your specific English 1302 course through your instructor’s course objectives.   

 
English 1302 Undergraduate Catalog Description 

[NEW: under system review; department approved] English 1302 is designed to teach students how to initiate inquiry, engage in 
meaningful research, and produce effective researched arguments. To do this, students will get experience with primary and 
secondary research methods, engage in a variety of writing projects, and create at least one major research project.  

[OLD: still on the books] This course offers the opportunity to learn to recognize and to employ the principles of rhetoric in 
written discourse. Analysis of rhetoric and logic, writing of essays, and study of research and documentation techniques. Requires 
the completion of a research project.   

 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Exemplary Objectives for Communication 

●​ To understand and demonstrate writing and speaking processes through invention, organization, drafting, revision, 
editing, and presentation. 

●​ To understand the importance of specifying audience and purpose and to select appropriate communication choices. 
●​ To understand and appropriately apply modes of expression, i.e., descriptive, expositive, narrative, scientific, and 

self-expressive, in written, visual, and oral communication. 
●​ To participate effectively in groups with emphasis on listening, critical and reflective thinking, and responding. 
●​ To understand and apply basic principles of critical thinking, problem solving, and technical proficiency in the 

development of exposition and argument. 
●​ To develop the ability to research and write a documented paper and/or to give an oral presentation. 

  
Departmental Goals: Student Learning Outcomes for English (SLOs) 
SLO 1—Students will be able to interpret and analyze a text using different approaches from literary, rhetorical, and/or linguistic 
theories. 
SLO 2—Students in certification tracks will demonstrate knowledge and skills in the areas of writing, literature, reading, oral 
communication, media literacy, and English language arts pedagogy. 

8 
 

http://1302s211.blogspot.com/
http://1302s211.blogspot.com/
mailto:jcharlton@utpa.edu
http://1302s211.blogspot.com/


SLO 3—Recent graduates who majored in English will demonstrate satisfaction with the programs in the English department. 
SLO 4—Students will be able to use discipline-appropriate technology applications (such as library databases, computer 
applications, Internet research, non-print media, multi-media applications, desktop publishing, etc.) in preparation and 
presentation of course projects. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes for the Writing Program 
The following statements describe what we want our students to know, think/value, and do when they finish the First-Year 
Writing Program and successfully complete 1302 with a "C" or better.  

1.​ The student improves his/her writing by engaging in processes of inventing, drafting, organizing, revising, editing, and 
presentation (corresponds with THECB Communication Objective #1). 

2.​ The student writes with a purpose and composes texts in genres appropriate to his/her purpose and audience 
(corresponds with THECB Communication Objectives #2 & 3). 

3.​ The student productively interacts with his/her peers, engaging in small group activities regularly and in which students 
give one another feedback on their writing (corresponds with THECB Communication Objective #4). 

4.​ The student thinks critically about his/her position in the context of a larger ongoing conversation about the issue he/she 
is investigating (corresponds with THECB Communication Objective #5). 

5.​ The student is aware of the choices that writers have to make and feels confident in his/her ability to use that awareness 
to engage in a variety of future writing tasks (corresponds with THECB Communication Objective #5). 

6.​ The student finds, evaluates, and uses appropriate sources for research (corresponds with THECB Communication Objective 
#6). 

7.​ The student meaningfully integrates and correctly documents information from sources (corresponds with THECB 
Communication Objective #6). 

8.​ The student is aware of the ways technology affects writing (corresponds with THECB Communication Objectives #1, 3, 5, & 6). 

  
Course Goals for English 1302 (not necessarily in order of importance) 
 In addition to building on the goals of English 1301, English 1302 is designed specifically to help students:  

●​ see research as a process of sustained inquiry into a question that matters to them (THECB 2, 6; WPSLO 2, 6; English SLO 1, 2, 
3) 

●​ develop a research question from a broader topic or issue (THECB 1, 5, 6; WPSLO 1, 4, 6; English SLO 1) 

●​ learn a process for doing research that can be adapted from discipline to discipline and adapted as information 
technologies change over time (THECB 1, 3, 5-6; WPSLO 5-6, 8; English SLO 1, 2, 3, 4) 

●​ learn how to find, analyze, evaluate, and use appropriate sources for their research, including primary and secondary 
sources (THECB 1, 3, 5-6; WPSLO 6-8; English SLO 1, 2) 

●​ learn strategies for reading scholarly texts (THECB 5-6; WPSLO 4, 6; English SLO1) 

●​ learn how to summarize complex arguments (THECB 1, 6; WPSLO 1, 6-7; English SLO 1, 3) 

●​ think critically about their positions in the context of a larger ongoing conversation about the issues they are 
investigating (THECB 5-6; WPSLO 4, 7; English SLO 1, 3) 

●​ understand the complexities of arguments (THECB 5; WPSLO 4; English SLO 1) 

●​ learn how to make a claim based on their research and their own ideas and support that claim with evidence (THECB 1-3, 
5, 6; WPSLO 1-2, 4, 6-7; English SLO 1) 

●​ learn how to integrate and document information from sources into their own work meaningfully and correctly and to 
recognize that different disciplines have different conventions in this regard (THECB 1, 5-6; WPSLO 1, 5, 7; English SLO 1, 3) 

 

WHAT I WANT TO DO HERE: (Bingo! You made it!) 

In a nutshell, this class is a writing studio. We'll read a lot, talk a lot, write about our ideas and other people's ideas, share our 
writing and feedback in workshops, and revise (which is not editing) a lot. And I hope the direction of the class is driven as much 
by your interests and questions as it is by mine. 
 
From this point forward, then, I’d like you to begin to think of yourselves as writers. Every one of us will have something 
important to contribute to our discussions, and I am looking forward to talking with you, helping you, and learning from you. It is 
important to me that you feel comfortable sharing your ideas, even when they’re different from others in the class (yes, even 
mine). I intend to treat you with respect, and I expect that you will do the same for me and for each other. 
 
Because of my experiences writing and teaching writing, I have learned that you can learn a great deal from reading and 
responding to others’ writing, so the networks you form will be an integral component of the class. You will often work in groups, 
reading each other’s writing and commenting on it, sharing ideas from homework, and things like that. This work is designed to 
give each of you an opportunity to get a fresh pair of eyes, to get feedback and response from others who may not see the same 
things you do or respond to the words in the ways that you had expected. I expect each of you to take this work seriously and to 
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give your peers the respect they deserve. I don’t know anyone who couldn’t benefit from constructive feedback and from talking 
through his/her ideas, so this will hopefully be a part of the course that you will come to appreciate and even enjoy. 
 
This course isn’t designed to make you a perfect writer by the end of the semester. It is designed to help you become more 
reflective and thoughtful about your writing, about why you write and how. What we hope to do in the Writing Program at UTPA 
is to give you some strategies for dealing with writing tasks and to give you some opportunities to experiment with those 
strategies and to take some risks in an environment that is encouraging, constructively critical, and ultimately helpful. Hopefully, 
you’ll end up finding that writing can be a way of understanding yourselves and others and of communicating ideas in meaningful 
ways that can have tangible effects on your lives both as an individual and as a part of a larger social group. 
 
So, while we will spend a good deal of time on developing ideas and pushing our thinking as well as thinking about rhetorical 
effects of writing choices, this is not a course in “formal” grammar and punctuation. I come here with the understanding that, 
whether you believe it yourself, you are familiar with the “basics” from a lifetime of experience, for some of you in two languages. 
When things like punctuation and syntax start getting in the way of your message, we'll take time to talk about writing in those 
ways. And until the end of the semester, your peer workshops won’t address things like spelling and punctuation either. We will 
spend most of our time working on your ideas and how you express them rather than on editing issues.  
 
I look forward to working with you, learning from you, and creating a space in 1302 where good writing and intriguing learning 
can happen. 
 
My English 1302 Goals: 
Through your work in this class, you should begin doing the following things:  

●​ Develop and build confidence in your abilities to create, interpret, and evaluate texts in all types of media (THECB 1, 2, 3; 
WPSLOs 1-8; English SLOs 1-4). 

●​ Develop knowledge and inspire new ideas through writing (THECB 3, 5; WPSLOs 1-4, 6-8; English SLOs 1-4). 

●​ Become a rhetorically effective writer who can respond credibly and accurately to a variety of writing situations (THECB 1, 2, 3, 
5; WPSLOs 1-8; English SLOs 1-4). 

●​ Learn to write with a purpose (THECB 2; WPSLOs 1-3, 5; English SLOs 2-4). 

●​ Develop an awareness of how and why you revise your writing (THECB 1, 2; WPSLOs 1-3, 5, 8; English SLOs 1-4). 

●​ Develop an understanding of the importance of getting feedback from others when writing (THECB 1, 4; WPSLOs 1, 3, 5; 
English SLOs 2-4). 

●​ Develop habits for thoughtful and effective questioning and research (THECB 4, 5; WPSLOs 1, 3-4; English SLOs 1-4). 

●​ Develop reading strategies for analyzing texts (your peers’ papers as well as the readings you’ll be working with) (THECB 4, 5; 
WPSLOs 1, 3-4, 6-7; English SLOs 1-4). 

●​ Learn how to work constructively with each other through group work (THECB 4, 5; WPSLOs 3; English SLOs 1-4).  
●​ Learn how to creatively take risks (THECB 1, 2, 3, 4; WPSLOs 1-3, 5, 8; English SLOs 2-4). 

●​ Become familiar with appropriate style guidelines for class projects (THECB 1, 6; WPSLOs 1, 7; SLOs 2-4). 
 
REQUIRED STUFF [None of which is optional]: 

●​ Daily access to a reliable computer with the internet and a word processor 
●​ The new university policy requires all electronic communication between the University and students be conducted 

through the official University supplied systems, namely BroncMail for email. Therefore, please use your UTPA 
assigned BroncMail account for all future correspondence with me (and all other UTPA teachers).   

●​ Most Important: Access to our Course Blog (http://1302s211.blogspot.com) for class discussions, access to our class 
calendar, course docs, etc., and access to Google Docs (http://docs.google.com) which is where our course docs will be 
archived and where you’ll turn in all of your writing for feedback from me. I have already sent you invitations both to the 
course blog and the Google Docs folder via your UTPA email. All you need to do is follow those instructions, and you’ll be 
good to go. If you do not have a Google account, you will need to create one to have initial access, but you will be able to 
use your UTPA email for everything after that. Let me know immediately if you’re having any trouble with either.  

●​ A reliable pen drive/jump drive/memory stick. Get one for 5-10 bucks almost anywhere, keep it safe, and make duplicate 
copies of all your work.  
 
 
 
 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK: 
Downs, Douglas and Elizabeth Wardle. Writing about Writing: A College Reader. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010.  
ISBN: 0312534930; 978-0312534936 
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TENTATIVE READINGS: 
The purchase of the textbook listed is a REQUIREMENT of this course. All of your readings (except those you find for your 
research) are located in the textbook, and you will not be able to do the work of the class without it. We’ll need it ASAP, so please 
don’t wait to purchase it.   
 
The following is a tentative list of the readings we’ll use from the book as well as the order we’ll read them. This is subject to 
change. I’m including MLA citations so that you can simply copy/paste the citation from our syllabus when you cite them in your 
projects.   
 
Introduction(s): Entering the Conversation 

●​ Greene, Stuart. "Argument as Conversation: The Role of Inquiry in Writing a Researched Argument." Writing About 
Writing: A College Reader. Ed. Douglas Downs and Elizabeth Wardle. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. 9-21. Print. 

●​ Kleine, Michael. “What Is It We Do When We Write Articles Like This One––and How Can We Get Students to Join Us?” 
Writing About Writing: A College Reader. Ed. Douglas Downs and Elizabeth Wardle. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 
2010. 22-33. Print. 

 
Texts/Constructs: How Do Readers Read and Writers Write? 

●​ Haas, Christina and Linda Flower. "Rhetorical Reading Strategies and the Construction of Meaning.” Writing About 
Writing: A College Reader. Ed. Douglas Downs and Elizabeth Wardle. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. 120-138. 
Print. 

●​ Kantz, Margaret. "Helping Students Use Textual Sources Persuasively." Writing About Writing: A College Reader. Ed. 
Douglas Downs and Elizabeth Wardle. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. 67-85. Print. 

●​ Murray, Donald M. “All Writing is Autobiography.” Writing About Writing: A College Reader. Ed. Douglas Downs and 
Elizabeth Wardle. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. 56-66. Print. 

●​ Porter, James E. “Intertextuality and the Discourse Community.” Writing About Writing: A College Reader. Ed. Douglas 
Downs and Elizabeth Wardle. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. 86-100. Print. 

●​ Williams, Joseph M. “The Phenomenology of Error.” Writing About Writing: A College Reader. Ed. Douglas Downs and 
Elizabeth Wardle. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. 37-55. Print. 

 
Writing Processes: How Do You Write? 

●​ Lamott, Anne. “Shitty First Drafts.” Writing About Writing: A College Reader. Ed. Douglas Downs and Elizabeth Wardle. 
New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. 301-304. Print. 

●​ Rose, Mike. "Rigid Rules, Inflexible Plans, and the Stifling of Language: A Cognitivist Analysis of Writer’s Block." Writing 
About Writing: A College Reader. Ed. Douglas Downs and Elizabeth Wardle. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. 
236-250. Print. 

 
Authority: How Do You Make Yourself Heard as a College Writer? 

●​ Penrose, Ann M. and Cheryl Geisler. “Reading and Writing Without Authority.” Writing About Writing: A College Reader. 
Ed. Douglas Downs and Elizabeth Wardle. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2010. 602-17. Print. 
 

 
WORK & GRADES: 
Digital Portfolio (60%) | This semester, you will work on four major writing projects (that will stem from many smaller and always 
related bits of writing you’ll be doing on a daily basis for class). Your portfolio will contain the polished drafts of your major 
projects and all the drafts and revisions for each. 

Here is a tentative list of the major projects you’ll complete over the course of the semester for your portfolio. Don’t be alarmed. 
All of these assignments build on one another, so rarely will you be creating something from nothing. You’ll get specific 
instructions about the assignments as we move through the semester.  
 

●​ Project 1: Considering Constructs about Writing  
●​ Project 2: Navigating Sources that Disagree  
●​ Project 3: Researched Argument & Public Document 
●​ Project 4: Portfolio Reflection 

 
You will be re-thinking and re-writing parts or all of every piece of writing I read from you this semester. As you write and re-write 
your projects, you will need to keep track of the feedback you receive, the revision and editing changes you make, and each 
successive draft. I suggest you do this by either using track changes in MSWord or by manually highlighting and writing 
explanatory notes on each draft. If you revise directly in Google Docs (which I would advise), your changes will be tracked for you, 
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and all you’ll need to do is rename your files when you’re ready to get additional feedback from me.  
 
I will not assign grades for your projects until you turn in the portfolio at semester’s end. You will have every opportunity to revise 
your writings based on the comments that you get from me, your classmates, and Writing Center tutors (if you choose to see 
one) throughout the semester, and I will comment on them as many times as you are willing to keep working on them up until 
one week before the semester is over (specific date TBA). One of my main goals when I teach writing is to help you develop a 
sense that your writing is a work in progress.  

 
Because your course grade depends heavily on your portfolio, it is difficult to estimate your course grade throughout the 
semester, but if you’d like to have an idea of where you stand, please make an appointment to meet me outside of class, and I 
will review your work with you and give you a better sense of where you are grade-wise.  
 
At mid-term, I will send out early warning notices if you are in danger of not passing the course at that time. However, if you'd 
like to know some specifics and/or an estimated grade at any point during the semester, just ask for a meeting with me. There is 
no need for you to be surprised by your final course grade even though I do not put grades on individual projects. It is your 
responsibility to keep up with this and to set up a meeting if you're curious or concerned, and it's important that you not wait 
until the last week or so to start asking about grades as it may be too late at that point for you to do what needs to be done to 
significantly raise your overall course grade. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: If you do not submit a complete portfolio at semester’s end, you may not receive a passing portfolio grade. 
 
Daily Work (40%)| This is the category for all of the shorter assignments you’ll be doing that will serve as building blocks for your 
projects. I will grade these assignments on a 10 point scale. This portion of your grade will come from the following:  
 

●​ The Reading Matrix: After each reading you will have to complete a reading matrix (Template 
available on the Class Blog). It is important for you to work seriously on the matrix, as it will 
help you design your research map and write your literature review for your research paper. 
 

●​ Drafts: You will write lots of drafts of your projects. You will be required to produce revised 
drafts after you get peer feedback, teacher feedback or self-assessment. What seems like 
torture right now is the surest way to have a decent paper at the end of the semester. 
 

●​ Self- Assessment Log: Every week, you will do some self- assessment in order to keep track of 
your learning. This assignment is designed to help you complete the portfolio reflection due at 
the end of the semester. It is your responsibility (and in your best interest if you value your 
sanity- want to get overwhelmed the last days of school?) to perform this task on a regular 
basis. 
 

●​ Group Work and Class Discussion: You will work in groups for various tasks (reading maps, peer 
reviews, article presentation…). Working as a team is great and you can learn a lot IF you do 
your fair share of the work. Much of this work will occur on the class blog, so please make sure 
you are thoughtful in your blog posts, always developing your ideas so that others can follow 
you and build on what you say.  

 
 
TURNING IN WORK: 
What Do I Name My Files?: Because all of your work will be submitted electronically, it’s important that you are careful to name 
your files consistently and clearly. You will often be blogging or writing directly in Google Docs, but when you do word process 
your work, you should save it as a Microsoft Word document (preferably .docx). Your file names should include the name of the 
assignment and your first name. For instance, if my son was in our class, he’d name his first project this: Project1_Ian. When he 
revises it the first time after getting feedback, he would rename the file Project1R1_Ian. That way, I would know he’s revised it 
and I should look at it when I get a chance.  
 
Where do I Turn In My Work to be Graded?: When you’re turning in something for a grade, you will save it to your individual 
student folder in Google Docs. Only you and I will have access to your individual folder, so no one else will ever have access to 
your grades (unless you share that folder with them). When you need to do peer response, I will ask you to upload your drafts to 
a folder that everyone in class has access to. That way, you’ll be able to read and respond to others’ work. More specifics on 
those peer response folders later. 
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How do I Turn My Work In?: Turning in work to Google Docs is easy. Go to http://docs.google.com and sign in. Click on our class 
folder, then on your individual folder (along the left side of your screen in Google Docs) and then click on “UPLOAD” at the top on 
the left side of the screen. Click on “Files” and then choose the appropriate file from your computer/flash drive/etc. You will see 

the following as a box you could check: MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect “Convert documents, presentations, 
spreadsheets, and drawings to the corresponding Google Docs format;” check that box and “Start 
upload.” Your file will then upload to your folder in Google Docs. It’s important that you make sure 
you’ve clicked on your individual folder so your work doesn’t get uploaded to someone else’s folder.  
 
Attendance and Drop by Instructor Policy: 
“The student is expected to attend all classes and laboratory sessions. It is the responsibility of the student to inform each 
instructor of absences. When, however, in the judgment of the instructor, a student has been absent to such a degree as to 
impair his or her status relative to credit for the course, the instructor may drop the student from the class with a grade of ‘DP’ or 
‘DF’" (HOP 5.2.4). For more information on university policies that affect you in terms of drops and such, see the chart at the end 
of this syllabus. 
 
Because the quality of your writing so largely depends on your interaction with your peers and with me, it’s important that you 
participate every class day. It’s been my experience that students who attend class regularly, ask questions, and eagerly 
participate in class discussions/workshops get the most from this class. It’s hard to take a class that is so interactive online 
because it means you have to be really responsible and keep up with your work, but I’m certain you can do it if you dedicate 
enough time each day to getting everything done.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT DROPPING THIS COURSE: If you decide to drop the course, I will NOT submit the DROP FORM for you. 
If it is your wish to drop this course, YOU MUST take care of it yourself. If you stop participating, but don’t drop, you risk failing 
the course. Ultimately, the best thing to do is to talk to me first; don’t just disappear and don’t drop without talking with me 
unless you’re certain you have no other alternative. I’ll do my best to work with you, but I can’t do that if you don’t communicate 
with me.   
 
Late Work: 
Late work is too difficult to keep track of, particularly in an online class which is just over 4 weeks long. I will be giving a lot of 
feedback over the course of this semester, and with 28 students, I won’t be able to keep track of your work if you turn it in late, 
and much of your work requires getting others’ feedback before moving on to the next activity, so some things can’t really be 
made up anyway. However, I do realize that extraordinary circumstances may arise that are beyond your control; talk with me 
before they interfere with your progress in the course. Keep the lines of communication open. Email me if you have any questions 
or concerns. I welcome opportunities to talk with you. 
 
Punctuality: 
Though we won’t all be online at the exact same time every day, we will have time windows during which you need to complete 
your work, and it’s crucial that you complete your online work “on time”. If you enter those discussions “late”, you will likely 
interfere with your classmates’ ability to constructively participate and contribute to our work, so please be respectful of 
everyone’s time and adhere to the time allotted to each assignment/activity. There will be a time stamp on everything you turn 
in, so if you turn in work late/participate in class discussions after the time given, you risk receiving no credit for your work.  
 
Email PROTOCOL: 
Whenever you email me, I ask that you follow this format so I can easily spot your messages and get 
back to you more quickly: 
​ From: Your BRONCMAIL address 

To: jcharlton@utpa.edu (not my gmail account—I don’t check that) 
Subject: ENG 1302 

​ Body: ​Hi Dr. J, ……. 
​ End of Message: Sign your complete name  
 
Accommodating Students with Disabilities: 
If you have a documented disability that will make it difficult for you to carry out the work as we have outlined and/or you need 
special accommodations/assistance because of the disability, please contact immediately the Disability Services Office (DSO), 
University Center Rm. 322. Appropriate arrangements and accommodations can be made. Verification of disability and processing 
for special services, such as note takers, extended time, separate accommodations for testing, is required and will be determined 
by DSO. Consult DSO Coordinator at (956) 316- 7005. 
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Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Statement (department approved): 
Dishonest acts, such as plagiarism (using words or a specific author’s ideas from another source without acknowledging the 
source) or collusion (having other people write parts of your paper for you), may result in an “F” on the assignment and may lead 
to a disciplinary hearing conducted through the office of the Dean of Students, which could result in suspension or expulsion 
from UTPA (this policy is consistent with the Student Conduct Code printed in the UTPA Student Guide). If you have questions 
about whether your use of other sources (such as books, websites, friends, writing center tutors) is fair or not, please ask before 
turning in the work that you have a question about. 
 
 

UTPA Academic 
Policies for Faculty 
and Advisors - Fall 

2008 
 

  

Policy Effective Year Effects 

Three-peat Rule 
* Subchapter F 
13.105-13.107 

Fall 2005 

1. Classes before Fall 2002 (UTPA term 031) do not count in three-peat calculation.  
2. Classes taken during or later than Fall 2002 (UTPA term 031) can be taken twice within the same institution at 

the state resident tuition;  
3. The third enrollment to a class taken at the same institution will be charged a “repeat class fee” in addition to 

the state tuition.  (UTPA repeat class fee:  $100 per credit hour) 

Six Course Drop Rule 
* Subchapter A 4.10 

Fall 2007 

1. Applies to students who first enrolled in Texas public university or college credit courses during Fall 2007 (UTPA 
term 081). 

2. An institution of higher education may not permit an undergraduate student to drop a total of more than six 
courses.  Includes any course a transfer student has dropped at another institution of higher education  

3. Concurrent enrollment courses and developmental courses do not count towards the six-course drop limit. 
4. After the student has reached the six-course drop limit, he/she will not be allowed to drop the course and 

receive a grade for the course. 
5. Exceptions to the six-course drop rule exist. The Office of the Registrar (William Morris, Joni Thomas, or Cindy 

Blanco) can be contacted to answer questions concerning policy exceptions and procedures 381-2201. 

Seven Year Catalog Limit 
UTPA 2007-2009 Catalog p. 
73 

 

1. The degree requirements that must be completed for graduation are those in effect at the time of the student’s 
entrance or those provided in a subsequent catalog. In any case, the catalog used to determine the degree 
requirements must not be more than seven years old.    

2. The College Catalog for 1998-2000 expired for students who did not graduate by August 7, 2007.  Therefore, 
students who were under the 1998-2000 Catalog have been automatically moved to the 2000-2002 catalog and 
must obtain 51 advanced hours for graduation. 

Enrollment Cap (Excess 
Hour) 
(Includes drops, repeats 
and withdrawals) 
* Subchapter F 
13.102-13.104 

Fall 1999 – 
Summer 2006 

 

1. Students first enrolled in Texas public university or college credit courses will have calculated enrollment caps 
based on the following criteria: 

- before Fall of 1999 (UTPA term 001) = NO enrollment cap 
- Fall 1999 through Summer 2006 = Degree Plan + 45 hours 
- During or later than Fall of 2006 = Degree Plan + 30 hours  

2. The student will be charged additional fees for those accumulated attempted college credit hours above the 
enrollment cap (= required degree plan credits + either 30 or 45 credit hours).   

3. The additional UTPA “Excess Hour fee” for each credit hour starting Fall 2008 is $125 per credit hour.  
(NOTE: No student will be charged for both “Repeat Class Fee” and Excess Hour  fee for the same course.) 

Transfer of Credit - Limit 
Chapter 4, Subchapter B 
4.25 (f) 

2005 
No institution of higher education shall be required to accept in transfer, or apply toward a degree program, more 
than sixty-six (66) semester credit hours of lower-division academic credit. Institutions of higher education, 
however, may choose to accept additional credit hours 

Transfer of Credit - Core 
Completed 
Chapter 4, Subchapter B 
4.28 (c)  

 

Transfer of Credit—Completed Core Curriculum. If a student successfully completes the 42-semester credit hour 
core curriculum at a Texas public institution of higher education, that block of courses may be transferred to any 
other Texas public institution of higher education and must be substituted for the receiving institution's core 
curriculum. A student shall receive academic credit for each of the courses transferred and may not be required to 
take additional core curriculum courses at the receiving institution unless the Board has approved a larger core 
curriculum at that institution. 

Drop/ Withdrawal 
Deadline 
Approved by Provost 
Leadership Team on 
2-26-08 

Fall 2008 

That a drop and withdrawal date deadline at the completion of 75% of the semester be set.  After the drop 
withdrawal deadline, students will not be allowed to drop or withdraw from classes and will receive one of the 
following grades:  A, B, C, D, F, I, P, S, or U for a class.  The drop dates will be published in the UTPA Catalog and 
Calendar.   The drop/withdrawal date for Summer II 2011 is Friday, August 5, 2011. 

Grading Policy Changes 
Approved by Provost 
Leadership Team on 
2-26-08 

Fall 2008 

1. Grading policy (codes) for Developmental Educational courses (ENG 1310, ENG 1320, MATH 1300, MATH 1334) 
will be changed from grades of A, B, C, etc. to grades of RA, RB, RC, etc. to indicate these courses are 
“Remedial.” 

2. Grading policy for drops:  DP and DF will no longer be given, only a single, non-punitive drop symbol, DR will be 
used. 
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