
 
Using Smart Devices 

What are Smart Devices? Alexa, Siri, and Hey Google are three popular devices/apps 
What are the risks of using these devices? 
How can you manage these risks (Manage device settings and understand the Privacy Policies) 
 
These 'tools' include: 

1.​ Music, News & Audio Players 
2.​ Weather & Information Queries 

3.​ Timers & Alarms 
4.​ Smart‑Home Control 
5.​ Lists & Shopping 
6.​ Communications: Calling & Messaging 
7.​ Routines & Automation (Turn on the lights, News and change thermostat) 
8.​ Entertainment & Games ​
​ (Voice-driven trivia, quizzes, questions/games with Alexa Skills or Google Actions) 
9.​ All‑purpose Q&A / Knowledge 

Ask for facts, conversions, calculations, or general queries (spanning Wikipedia, WolframAlpha, etc.) 

10.​ Smart‑Assistant Memory 
Use Alexa or Google to remember details (e.g., recipes, personal notes) and recall them later—newer 
advanced features emphasize this 

 



10 Unique Tips for Using Smart Devices/Apps like Alexa, Google Assistant, and Siri.  

●​ Create Custom Routines for Daily Motivation 
Combine weather updates, calendar reminders, news, and a motivational quote with one voice 

command. Example: “Good Morning” triggers lights on, weather, and your favorite podcast.​
 

●​ Use Smart Assistants to Stay Hydrated 
Set periodic reminders or timers using your voice assistant to prompt hydration or stretching breaks.​

 
●​ Name Your Devices with Humor 

Rename smart devices (when allowed) with playful or memorable names to make interactions more 
fun. Example: Rename a smart plug “Coffee Rocket”, then say, “Alexa, turn on Coffee Rocket.”​
 

●​ Voice-Controlled Shopping with a Twist 
Build categorized shopping lists (e.g., "Hardware store list," "Party supplies list") and add items by 

saying them out loud when you think of them.​
 

●​ Hands-Free Recipe Walkthroughs 
Ask your assistant to read recipes one step at a time—no need to touch your phone or tablet with 

messy hands.​
 

●​ Smart Memory Assistant for Seniors 
Use reminders and custom phrases like “Alexa, what did I take today?” to track medication or key 
tasks. 
Create spoken notes: “Hey Siri, remind me where I put my passport.”​

 
●​ Privacy Mode On-Demand 

Use quick voice commands to mute/unmute or disable microphone features when having private 
conversations.​
 

●​ Use Voice Assistants for Group Games 
Play trivia, escape room games, or storytelling adventures with friends/family using voice-driven apps.​

 
●​ Trigger Smart Home Scenes with Personality 

Program scenes like “Movie Night,” “Time to Read,” or “I’m Feeling Blue” that control lights, music, 
and temperature together.​
 

●​ Voice Notes for Personal Journaling 
Dictate quick journal thoughts or ideas directly to a notes app via Siri or Google, turning your 

assistant into a thought recorder.​
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