
Bow Down Shadrach  -  by Joy Cowley 
          Walt: answer a range of question types to assist our text understanding and underlying themes. 
 
 Chapter 5        Answer in full sentences please. 
 Questions 

1. How is the school they go to different to our school? 

 The school they go to is different because they had lessons on how to catch eels, rasing 
orphaned lambs, skinning possums and building bush huts. 

2. Why do all the kids at school know about Shadrach? 

 The kids at school all know that Shadrack has been taken to a dog food factory because 
Sophie phoned Eliana’s mum and told her everything. They also know because they have 
seen him at scholl 

3. What does she mean when Eliana says …. 
                       Well, at least Shadrach’s had a stay of execution? 

 Eliana means that at least he is going to die and he won’t feel bad or any pain. 

4. Who told Eliana that Neil’s horse float broke an axle? 

 The person that told Eliana  was her mum because she had a call from Sophie saying 
everything about Shadrack. 

5. What does Eliana tell Mikey? How does she know? 

 Eliana tells Mikey that Shadrack has been sent to a dog food factory called WuffStuff. 

6. What does Hannah plan to do? Why does she think it would work? 

 Hannah plans to go to Nelson and get Shadrack back from the WuffStuff factory 

7. Why does Mikey say ….apricot, apricot, apricot. 

 Mikey says apricot, apricot, apricot because that is how they call hannahbal megasaurus 

8. Why did Mikey think Hannah would jump out of her chair, shout or cry  
             when they were at the dinner table? 

 Mikey expected Hannah to jump out of her chair or cry because Sophie and Joe were lying 
to them about shadrack. He thought that she would jump up and let it all out. 

9. Character Study  
Walt: recognise, and back up with reasons or quotes, characteristics of the main  
character.   
 Hannah is the main character in this story and it is through her actions the story takes 
place. Using a whole page create a character study of what she is like. You may 
draw a picture in the middle, but keep it small so you have plenty of room for writing. 
You may not know enough for a whole page yet, but you will be adding to it as you 
read. 
When you write what you think she is like give an example to back up your claim.      
For example ….. she is free spirited because she wanders all over the farm and 
beach on her own.    ……she is creative because she invents a story around the 
sheep’s skull. 

 


