
Abstract 

My research is about the Irish American experience. What is Irish American suffrage, and how has Irish 

culture played a role in the development of American society? Much of my research is primary sources. 

There is not much, if any, formal education on the Irish experience. Therefore, not many scholars focus 

on publishing about it. However, I am an Irish American myself, and I know there is history to be found. I 

have uncovered census information, political cartoons, secondary research on medical records, Irish 

literature, and several famous Irish Americans with disregarded Irish roots. Through an analysis of 

primary sources and academic writing, as well as my expertise of the topic, I have been able to put 

together a story of the discrimination, the anxiety, the bravery, and the sacrifices of Irish immigrants and 

their decedents. 

It is important to study the Irish influence on American history, because like other poor and marginalized 

ethnic groups, the Irish were victims of medical, labor, and political abuse. It is important to recognize 

the nuances of prejudice nature in America. If there is a prejudice barrier within the white race, it is 

important to recognize it. Whether legally white or not, opportunities have been and are being withheld 

from the Irish because they are perceived as the inferior whites. My research shows that assuming the 

Irishmen’s prosperity may be impossible when grouping them with Englishmen. British prominence in 

historical literature has projected a false sense of identity on the Irish community. Consequently, their 

success in society may be projecting a false sense of mobility on the Irish community of today.  
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