Found on every continent on Earth except for Antarctica, and in every known habitat, bees
are one of nature's wonders, possessing several abilities that make them unique in the
insect world. These abilities, along with the materials they produce, have made them
indispensible to the human race for over 3,000 years.

Electromagnetic Predictors

Apart from cows and fish, bees are the only creature on Earth that is in tune with the
planet’s electromagnetic field. While cows and fish use this ability simply to find the directio
north, bees take it to the next level by using this electromagnetic sensitivity to predict the
weather. Bees can sense the charge in the air that accompanies thunderstorms and
therefore know when to seek shelter.

The secret behind the bee's sensitivity to anything with an electrical charge is the
combination of its mode of travel and its body. As bees fly, their wings produce a negative
electrical charge, much like when you walk across a carpeted floor in your socks and then
receive a static “shock” from touching a doorknob. Their bodies are covered in a blanket of
tiny hairs that hold the charge and help collect pollen, which just happens to be positively
charged.



Producers of Magical Substances

While other creatures produce food products that people consume, bees are the only insect
from which we get food. Honey's appeal is obvious, but its practicality goes far beyond
sweetening foods and beverages and soothing sore throats.

Incredibly, honey never spoils. In addition, humans have been using it to treat wounds for
thousands of years. Recently, doctors have found that honey, which is actually regurgitated
bee food, has antibacterial properties. Hospitals actually use it to sterilize equipment.

The ability to produce one amazing substance is impressive, but bees actually produce two
more such substances. In addition to honey, bees secrete a substance called Royal Jelly,
which they use to feed all larvae and the adult queen. A team of scientists in Croatia have
discovered that injecting Royal Jelly directly into cancerous tumors stops them from
spreading.

These scientists then tested the effectiveness of bee venom by directly injecting it into
cancerous tumors. Amazingly, the tumors shrunk. In addition, researchers from Belgium and
the U.K. have found that bee venom is effective in combating dementia and muscular
dystrophy. It also has the ability to improve human learning and memaory.

Superior Weightlifters

Able to carry 50 times their own body weight, worker ants are often considered the
benchmark for insect strength. Bees, however, can hoist an unfathomable 122 times their
body weight while walking. That would be comparable to an average adult human carrying a
load that weighs almost 22,000 pounds!

Because they can fly, bees also trump ants in the payload department. Despite being the
least aerodynamic of flying creatures, bees can easily fly through the air with a bundle of
pollen as heavy as their own body. They also don't let their poorly designed bodies stand in
the way of fuel efficiency. On a single belly full of honey, a bee can travel 40 miles, far
surpassing the most fuel-efficient cars in the world.



Excellent Mathematicians

Bees are the only non-vertebrate creature on Earth that can “count” and remember the
numbers. Specifically, scientists have discovered that bees can “count” to four, based on a
study where bees learned to fly through a door marked with a specific number of dots in
order to reach a reward.



