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Minneapolis Environmental Conservation and Sustainability Efforts

Minneapolis has been actively engaging in environmental conservation and sustainability efforts, reflecting a commitment
to protecting public health, improving the environment, and ensuring a sustainable future for its residents. These efforts
span across various programs, initiatives, and partnerships aimed at addressing environmental challenges and promoting
green practices. Here's an overview of the key areas of focus and actions taken by the city:

Environmental Programs and Sustainability Initiatives

The city has implemented a wide range of environmental programs focused on protecting public health and improving the
environment. These programs cover aspects such as air and soil quality, waste management, and energy efficiency.
Minneapolis aims to focus on the economic, social, and environmental health of the community through these initiatives.
Green Practices in Public Works

Minneapolis seeks to make city operations more environmentally friendly and encourages residents to support sustainable

practices. This includes solid waste and recycling programs, promoting bicycling and walking, managing water resources,
and addressing stormwater and sewer issues. The city's Public Works department plays a crucial role in implementing
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green practices.

Management of Natural Areas

The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) has been working since the 1980s to manage natural areas within the
city's parks. Efforts primarily focus on controlling invasive and weedy plants to enhance native plant regeneration.
Management techniques include prescribed burning and mowing, with a significant emphasis on invasive species control,
particularly buckthorn.

Environmental Justice and Green Zones

Minneapolis has established environmental justice frameworks to ensure that all residents, regardless of race, income, or
culture, have the right to a clean, safe, and healthy quality of life. The city has identified Southside and Northern Green
Zones, areas based on demographics, environmental inequities, and underinvestment, to align policies and resources to
support these communities. Actions include prioritizing the cleanup of contaminated sites and creating proactive
predevelopment brownfield cleanup strategies.

Nature Activities and Engagement

The MPRB offers programs that affirm the relationship between Indigenous African and Black people and the natural
world, particularly in North Minneapolis. These programs, led by local community-based artists in collaboration with MPRB
naturalists, fuse Indigenous African and Black historical narratives with experiences in local parks.

Climate Challenge and Sustainability Goals

Minneapolis is one of the cities selected for the Bloomberg Philanthropies’ American Cities Climate Challenge, which
supports efforts to tackle climate change and promote a sustainable future. The city's policy work on environment and
sustainability involves partnerships with community organizations, advocacy groups, city departments, and policymakers
to achieve shared environmental goals.

Sustainability in Park and Recreation

The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board has focused on sustainability initiatives, including making buildings energy
efficient, reducing carbon emissions, re-organizing waste management strategies, and educating residents and staff on
current sustainability practices. The MPRB has also begun measuring its carbon footprint, with a goal to reduce it by 10%

by 2022.

These efforts demonstrate Minneapolis's commitment to environmental stewardship, sustainability, and justice, aiming to
create a healthier, more sustainable city for current and future generations.

Getting Involved in Minneapolis Environmental Efforts as a Citizen

As a citizen interested in contributing to environmental conservation and sustainability in Minneapolis, there are several
ways to get involved. Here's a guide to some of the opportunities available:
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Volunteer with Environmental Organizations
- Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO): Although MWMO doesn't run a typical volunteer program,
they list opportunities with their partners where you can volunteer. These include organizations like Audubon Minnesota,

Conservation Corps Minnesota and lowa, Freshwater Society, Friends of the Mississippi River, and Great River Greening.

- Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board: Engage in activities that support the city's parks and natural areas. This can
include planting trees, maintaining gardens, or participating in cleanup events.

Participate in Training Programs

- Community Recycling Ambassadors: Join as a Hennepin County Community Recycling Ambassador to inspire others to
reduce, reuse, and recycle. The program includes a six-week course followed by a commitment to volunteer for 30 hours.

Subscribe to Newsletters for Updates and Events

- Hennepin Green Notes: Sign up for this monthly e-newsletter to stay informed about environmental programs, news, and
events in Hennepin County.

Join Environmental Groups

- Environmental Groups in Minnesota: Find and join local environmental groups that align with your interests. These
groups often have volunteer opportunities and events that you can participate in.

Engage in Statewide Volunteer Programs

- Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR): The DNR offers various volunteer opportunities, such as the Bird by
Bird Volunteer Program, Lake Level Minnesota, and the Adopt-a-WMA Program. These programs allow you to contribute
to wildlife management, lake monitoring, and educational activities.

Support Local Environmental and Conservation Community Programs

- Minnesota’s Environmental and Conservation Community: Support organizations like Metro Blooms, Minnesota
Association for Environmental Education, and the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy, which work on
ecological design, environmental education, and advocacy.

Contact City Departments

- Minneapolis Environment and Sustainability Office: Reach out to the city's environment and sustainability office to learn
about the American Cities Climate Challenge and other initiatives where you can contribute.

By volunteering, participating in training programs, staying informed through newsletters, joining local groups, and

engaging with city departments, you can actively contribute to Minneapolis's environmental conservation and sustainability
efforts.
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Company Description

At Chu Vision Institute in Minneapolis, MN, our goal is to improve the everyday lives of our patients by allowing them to
experience clear, healthy eyes. We provide LASIK, PRK, SMILE, Refractive Lens Exchange (RLE), and Implantable
Contact Lens (ICL) procedures.

Contact Details

Chu Vision Institute
9117 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington, MN 55420
(952) 230-6200

Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/chuvisioninstitute/minneapolis
Google Folder: https://drive. le.com/drive/folders/1 XvrICPOEi4alT8iiCzwcrH44YEA

Recommended Resources
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