The Origin Of Mishloach Manot and Matanot L’Evyonim
Megillat Esther Ch.9:19-22
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That is why village Jews, who live in unwalled towns, observe the fourteenth day of the
month of Adar and make it a day of merrymaking and feasting, and as a holiday and an
occasion for sending gifts to one another.

Mordecai recorded these events. And he sent dispatches to all the Jews throughout the
provinces of King Ahasuerus, near and far, charging them to observe the fourteenth and
fifteenth days of Adar, every year— the same days on which the Jews enjoyed relief from
their foes and the same month which had been transformed for them from one of grief and
mourning to one of festive joy. They were to observe them as days of feasting and
merrymaking, and as an occasion for sending gifts to one another and presents to the poor.

Rambam, Hil. Megilla 2:14-17
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It is a mitzva on the fourteenth of Adar... for the day to be one of rejoicing and feasting, of
sending of gifts to friends, and gifts to the poor. ... How does one fulfill one’s obligation of a
festive meal? One should eat meat and prepare a pleasant meal to the extent one is able,
and drink wine until inebriation and to fall asleep on account of it. Similarly one is obligated
to send two portions of meat, or dishes, or two sorts of food to one’s friend, as is written ‘gifts
of food, each man to his friend’, and anyone who increases in this matter is praiseworthy.
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And one is obligated to distribute [charity] to the poor on the day of Purim. At the very least,
to give two poor people one gift, be it money, cooked dishes, or other foods, as [implied by
Esther 9:22] “gifts to the poor” — i.e., two gifts to two poor people. We should not be
discriminating [in selecting the recipients of these Purim gifts]. Instead, one should give to
whoever stretches out his hand. Money given to be distributed on Purim should not be used
for other charitable purposes.
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It is preferable for a person to be more liberal with his donations to the poor than to be lavish
in his preparation of the Purim feast or in sending portions to his friends. For there is no
greater and more splendid happiness than to gladden the hearts of the poor, the orphans,
the widows, and the converts. One who brings happiness to the hearts of the despondent
resembles the Divine Presence, which [Isaiah 57:15] “revives the spirit of the lowly and those
with broken hearts.”

Between Matanot L’Evyonim & Tzedaka

Talmud Yerushalmi, Megilla 1:4

17 |'IN12 2107 IT' IR VYID RINW ' 7D K78 D19 NIXN] |'PT7T 'R
We do not scrutinise the money we give at Purim: rather anyone who extends their hand to
take we give to them

Rabbeinu Yom Tov Ish Saville (Ritva), Megilla 7a,
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And the Talmud Yerushalmi (1:4) explains the line of ‘anyone who puts out their hand to
receive we give to him’, to mean that we give tzedaka to everybody on Purim and we do not
check to see if he is truly a poor person and deserving of the money (as we do throughout
the rest of the year), because this giving is not solely due to the law of tzedaka, but
from the law of simcha (joy), for see we even send gifts to the rich, and therefore it is
customary to give money to non-Jews and the rich on Purim

Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim, 694:3
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With the money that is dispensed on Purim we do not check (to see whether the person is
truly deserving), rather anybody who puts out his hand to receive money, we give to him.
And in places where it is the custom, we give to non-Jews as well.



