
Pennsylvania Colony Essay Frame with Hints 
 
Paragraph 1: Introduction 
The Pennsylvania Colony, established in [Hint: Year of founding], by [Hint: Name(s) of 
founder(s)], is renowned for its distinctive role in the history of early American settlements. This 
colony was unique because its founding was primarily for [Hint: Religious, political, or economic 
reasons?]. The first settlers in Pennsylvania were [Hint: Identify the group of first settlers], who 
came seeking [Hint: What were they seeking, based on their beliefs or needs?]. 
 
Paragraph 2: Reasons for Settlement 
The settlers in Pennsylvania had a range of motivations for making the colony their home. They 
pursued [Hint: Were they looking for religious freedom, economic opportunities, or political 
autonomy?] primarily due to [Hint: Reasons behind their quest, such as escaping persecution or 
finding new opportunities]. They were also attracted by the region's [Hint: What geographical or 
economic features were appealing, e.g., fertile land, strategic location for trade?]. This mix of 
reasons contributed to the colony's distinct identity. 
 
Paragraph 3: Geography and Climate 
Pennsylvania’s geography, which includes [Hint: Key geographical features like rivers, 
mountains, forests], significantly influenced the settlers’ way of life and the colony’s economy. 
The climate, characterized by [Hint: Describe the climate, such as cold winters and warm 
summers], affected [Hint: How did the climate and geography impact their daily lives and 
economic activities, e.g., agriculture, trade, settlement patterns?]. The geography and climate of 
Pennsylvania played a critical role in shaping the colony. 
 
Paragraph 4: Jobs and Economy 
The economy of colonial Pennsylvania was varied, with important jobs and industries including 
[Hint: List some main economic activities, e.g., farming, craftsmanship, trade]. These were 
shaped by the colony’s [Hint: Geography or climate?]. The economic diversity in Pennsylvania 
contributed to [Hint: How did these industries affect the colony's growth and sustainability?]. 
 
Paragraph 5: Government and Democracy 
The government of Pennsylvania, established in [Hint: Year the government was established], 
was noteworthy for its [Hint: Type of government, e.g., proprietary, democratic elements]. The 
governance structure was unique due to [Hint: What made their government unique, such as 
religious tolerance, democratic practices]. The [Hint: Name any significant documents or 
charters] played a crucial role in ensuring [Hint: Who had rights or freedoms, or what principles 
were established?], laying a foundation for future democratic principles in America. 
 


