
An expression of grave concern regarding a letter demanding the resignation of Prof. 
Klaus Fiedler 

Update (December 15, 2022): This letter has been sent TODAY to APS board of directors and 
members of the publications committee, asking to respond to our questions.   

Update (December 13, 2022): This letter has been sent to APS board of directors and members 
of the publications committee on December 8th, 2022.  

Update (December 6, 2022): the APS has decided to terminate Klaus Fiedler’s position as an 
editor, solely based on the paper by Steven O. Roberts. He was not given an opportunity to 
reply to the accusations at any stage. We intend to send this letter nonetheless, as this 
decision highlights the disregard to the notion of due process, and the potential for “mob 
justice”. 

PLEASE NOTE: WE HAVE NOW SENT THE LETTER TO THE APS. YOU ARE INVITED TO 
ADD YOUR SIGNATURES TO THIS FORM, AND WE WILL ADD SIGNEES PERIODICALLY. 

To sign the present open letter, please fill out this form 

The present open letter is an expression of concern that pertains to this letter (from 
December 2, 2022) 

The present open letter will be sent to aps@psychologicalscience.org 

December 5, 2022 

Dear APS Leadership: 

We we wish to express our concern about a letter signed by approximately one thousand 
members of our community that:  

(i) call for the resignation of Prof. Klaus Fiedler; (ii) accuse him of racism; (iii) ask for an audit of 
his correspondence and editorial decisions. 

We acknowledge that the motives behind this letter are benevolent: the signees express 
a genuine concern with inequality and racism, which we share.  

However, we feel that the conclusions expressed in this letter might be premature, and that it 
does not promote justice or represent good judgment. Sometimes, an attempt to fight injustice 
can lead to injustice, and we should try to avoid that. As psychologists, we should be keenly 
aware of that possibility.  

The letter in question was a response to a preprint written by Prof. Steven O. Roberts wherein 
he details his interaction with Prof. Fiedler concerning a series of critiques of his 2020 opinion 
paper, that was to be published in Perspective on Psychological Science.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1x-TFiwvDI6gHpMbMarboZuKGUWeCwb0mj4EzmHhSEu0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O212esQJDYVuiuvN3OQLg7YOD58PbhlmFjfYV3nREU4/mobilebasic


This preprint was published on December 2nd, 2022. Immediately, a trial in absentia of the 
defendant was held on Twitter, and within hours, a verdict was issued: Prof. Fiedler was found 
guilty of racism and editorial misconduct. His punishment, which was endorsed by 1,000 
members of his community: 

 “1. The resignation of the current Editor of Perspectives on Psychological Science.  

2. Conduct an audit of Dr. Fiedler's editorial decisions and correspondence (given that other 
marginalized scholars may have met with similar racism, incompetence, and/or abuse of 
power at his hands). Make a report of this audit public.” 

 

A few questions present themselves:  

First and foremost, is whether the writers of the letter and its signees believe that a member of 
our community has the right to defend themselves before their reputation is tarnished by mob 
judgment?  

Second, it is unclear what is the basis of the accusation, and whether the conclusion “Klaus 
Fiedler is a Racist” is indeed the most plausible interpretation of the evidence. The letter, with its 
~1,000 signees, did not explicate what are the exact offenses for which Prof. Fiedler deserves 
such a harsh sentence. From the discussions on Twitter, and from the request to go through his 
emails, a few possibilities arise.  

1. Is Klaus Fiedler being accused of blatant racism?  

But what is the evidence for this? Did he ever express racist positions? Did he use racial slurs? 
Did his colleagues or students accuse him of systematic mistreatment of minorities? We have 
seen no evidence for this in his correspondence, as detailed in the preprint by Prof. Roberts. 
Are you certain that it is just to call a person “racist” in such conditions? 

2. Is Klaus Fiedler being accused of exhibiting extremely high levels of implicit anti-black 
bias?  

Again, we ask, what is the evidence for this? Are you certain that there are no other, more 
benign interpretations of Prof. Fiedler’s editorial decision-making? (e.g., in accepting an article 
critiquing the Roberts paper; in inviting the reviewers to publish their critiques of this paper; in 
inviting Roberts to join this group of reviewers). Could it be that his decision were guided by 
principled views on how to advance diversity in psychological science 
(https://www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/fiedler-perspectives-journal), and a pluralistic 
conceptualization of the different types of diversity (e.g., the importance of voices from 
non-American universities)? Could it be that his correspondence reflects cultural differences 
between German/European and American academics? Are you certain that it is just to accuse 
him of unique levels of bias without giving him the chance to provide an account of his editorial 
decisions? 

https://www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/fiedler-perspectives-journal


3. Is Klaus Fiedler accused of making editorial decisions that reflect systematic 
institutional biases?  

For example, it could be argued that Prof. Fiedler was insufficiently sensitive to the importance 
of finding reviewers who are people of color, due to the fact that he is a member of a privileged 
group (i.e., a German white male). If this is the case, is it just to tarnish the reputation of a 
specific human being for an issue that plagues an entire field? 

4. Is Klaus Fiedler accused of acting, as an editor-in-chief, in a grossly unethical or 
unprofessional manner?  

The pre-print by Roberts highlights several complaints concerning the editorial process. We ask 
the signees to consider - is it possible that hearing just one side of the story is insufficient to 
pass judgment? Moreover, even if there were some faults in the editorial decisions of Prof. 
Fiedler, were they so egregious that they merit this response?  

Haven't all of us made wrong professional decisions? Do we wish to live in an academic 
environment wherein mistakes are treated by such a swift, unequivocal repudiation of your 
character by a thousand members of your community? Is this the route to a more just, 
egalitarian society? 

Please sign if you agree. We also ask the signees of the letter from December 2nd, 2022 
to reflect on these questions, and perhaps sign the present open letter as well.  

PLEASE NOTE: WE HAVE NOW SENT THE LETTER TO THE APS. YOU ARE INVITED TO 
ADD YOUR SIGNATURES TO THIS FORM, AND WE WILL ADD SIGNEES PERIODICALLY. 

To sign the present open letter, please fill out this form, and feel free to distribute via 
social media (e.g., Twitter) and e-mail. 

 

This letter is signed by the following individuals: 

 

Nira Liberman, Tel Aviv University 

Mandy Hütter, University of Tübingen 

Constantine Sedikides, University of Southampton 

Tim Wildschut, University of Southampton 

Leonel Garcia-Marques, University of Lisbon 

Henning Plessner, Heidelberg University 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1x-TFiwvDI6gHpMbMarboZuKGUWeCwb0mj4EzmHhSEu0/edit


Christian Unkelbach, University of Cologne 

Tina M. Lowrey, HEC Paris 

Christoph Klauer, University of Freiburg 

Olivier Corneille, UCLouvain 

Tal Eyal, Ben Gurion University of the Negev 

Rakefet Ackerman, Technion Israel Institute of Technology 

Sandra Godinho, ISCTE - IUL 

Ravit Nussinson, The Open University of Israel, Israel 

Michael Gilead, Tel Aviv University 

Dominique Muller, Université Grenoble Alpes 

Benoit Dompnier, University of Lausanne 

Gün R. Semin, William James Center of Research, ISPA and Utrecht University 

Jeff Sherman, University of California, Davis 

Jochim Hansen, University of Salzburg 

Hadar Ram, Bar-Ilan University 

Christopher J. Ferguson, Stetson University 

Jukka Savolainen, Wayne State University 

Rachel Hartman, UNC Chapel Hill 

Mirta Galesic, Santa Fe Institute 

Roos vonk, Radboud University 

Daniel Read, University of Warwick 

Michael Mills, Loyola Marymount University 

Robert Balas, Institute of Psychology Polish Academy of Sciences 

Reuven Dar, Tel Aviv University 

Baruch Eitam, University of Haifa 

J. Michael Bailey, Northwestern University 



Céline Darnon, Université Clermont Auvergne, France 

Dr Linda Thomas, ANU 

Catherine Salmon, University of Redlands 

Komi Frey, The Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE) 

Florian Kutzner, Seeburg Castle University 

Jukka Savolainen, Professor, Wayne State University 

Cécile Nurra, Univ. Grenoble Alpes 

Nathanial Bork, Ph.D., Colorado State University 

Ana Sofia Santos, University of Lisbon 

Zachary Goldberg, Georgia State University 

Thorsten Meiser, University of Mannheim 

Michael Olan, The Chicago School of Professional Psychology 

Margarida Garrido, Iscte - Instituto Universitário de Lisboa 

Anna Krylov, University of Southern California 

Nathan Honeycutt, The Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE) 

Eric Kaufmann, Professor of Politics, Birkbeck College, University of London 

Teresa Garcia-Marques, ISPA-Instituto Universitário 

Tilmann Betsch, University of Erfurt 

Joachim Funke, Heidelberg University, Germany 

Mario Gollwitzer, LMU Munich 

Marco Del Giudice, University of New Mexico 

Mack D. Burke, Baylor University- Department of Educational Psychology 

Bernardo Costa Neves, University of Lisbon 

Geoffrey Miller, University of New Mexico 

Marie-Pierre Fayant, Université Paris Cité 

Michaela Wänke, University of Mannheim 



Chris C. Martin, Oglethorpe University 

Romina Angeleri, University of New Mexico 

Tyrone Sgambati, UC Berkeley 

Darrell Worthy, Texas A&M University 

Todd K. Shackelford, Oakland University 

Joseph Manson, UCLA 

Shlomi Sher, Pomona College 

William Crano, Claremont Graduate University 

Birgit Spinath, Heidelberg University, Germany 

Yaacov Schul, The Hebrew University 

Noah van Dongen, University of Amsterdam 

D. Vaughn Becker, Arizona State University 

Monika Undorf, U. of Mannheim 

Florian Delmas, University Grenoble Alpes 

Theodore Alexopoulos, University of Bordeaux 

Ran Hassin, Hebrew University 

Karl Halvor Teigen, professor emeritus 

Argaman Bell, Tel Aviv University 

Alexandra M. Freund, University of Zurich 

Tobias Vogel, University of Applied Sciences Darmstadt 

Oulmann Zerhouni, Université de Rouen Normandie 

Hans Alves, Ruhr University Bochum 

Julia Fischer, German Primate Center 

Peter Hoffenaar, University of Amsterdam 

Thomas K.A. Woiczyk, University of the Balearic Islands 

Maximilian Knapp, University of Mannheim 



Andrea Dr. Abele-Brehm, University of Erlangen, Germany 

Christoph Stahl, University of Cologne 

André Mata, University of Lisbon 

Thomas Verliefde, University of Tübingen 

Moritz Ingendahl, Ruhr University Bochum 

Max Hennig, University of Würzburg 

Rita Silva, ISCTE-IUL, Lisbon 

Florence Stinglhamber, Université catholique de Louvain (UCLouvain), Belgium 

Gilad Hirschberger, Reichman University 

Marco Biella, Catholic University of the Sacred Heart - Milan 

Gerd Bohner, Bielefeld University 

Annalisa Anzani, University of Milano-Bicocca 

Armand Chatard, Université de Poitiers et CNRS 

Charlotte Löffler, University of Cologne 

Stéphanie Demoulin, Université catholique de Louvain 

Bernhard Hommel, Shandong Normal University 

Florian G. Kaiser, Otto-von-Guericke University Magdeburg, Magdeburg, Germany 

Steven Gangestad, University of New Mexico 

Florian Ermark, Heidelberg University 

ARIE KRUGLANSKI, University of Maryland 

Ruud Custers, Utrecht University 

Rainer Greifeneder, University of Basel 

Kathy Carnelley, University of Southampton 

Daniel Holt, Heidelberg University 

Jürgen Margraf, Ruhr-University Bochum 

Stefan T. Radev, Heidelberg University 



Andreas Steimer, STW Mannheim 

Arndt Bröder, University of Mannheim 

Karolin Salmen, Heidelberg University 

Johanna Höhs, University of Tübingen 

Marco Biella, Catholic University of the Sacred Heart - Milan 

Graham Pluck, Chulalongkorn University 

Rodrigo Brito, Independent researcher 

Tobias Krüger, Neu-Ulm University 

Olivier Luminet, UCLouvain (UCLouvain) - Free U Brussels (ULB) - (FRS-FNRS) 

Piotr Winkielman, University of California San Diego 

Gael Le Mens, Universitat Pompeu Fabra 

Alex Simonelis, Dawson College 

Smriti Mehta, University of California, Berkeley 

Ap Dijksterhuis, Radboud University Nijmegen 

Mário B. Ferreira, University of Lisbon - Faculty of Psychology 

Charles B. Stone, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University of New York 

Diana Fleischman, University of New Mexico 

Silvia Schneider, Ruhr University Bochum 

Wiesław Baryła, SWPS University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Poland 

Marília Prada, Iscte-Lisbon University Institute 

Chris Donkin, LMU Munich 

Iftah Yovel, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Jan De Houwer, Ghent University 

Jeff Deminchuk, Washington State University 

Ayelet Fishbach, University of Chicago 

John D. Haltigan, University of Toronto 



Edgar Erdfelder, University of Mannheim 

Rolf Reber, University of Oslo 

Steven Pinker, Harvard University 

Dirk Wentura, Saarland University, Germany 

Antonio Laguna Camacho, Autonomous University of the State of Mexico 

Tamara van Gog, Utrecht University 

Shahar Ayal, Reichman University 

Andreas Eder, JMU Würzburg 

Joachim Vosgerau, Bocconi University 

Iris Schneider, Technical University Dresden 

Herbert Bless, University of Mannheim 

Robin M. Hogarth, Universitat Pompeu Fabra 

Mirjam Ebersbach, University of Kassel 

Jais Adam-Troian, Keele University 

Jonathan Haidt, New York University 

Asher Koriat, University of Haifa 

Andrea Kiesel, University of Freiburg 

Kathleen Vohs, University of Minnesota 

Wim De Neys, CNRS & Université Paris Cité 

Markus Kiefer, Ulm University 

Dario Paez, University of the Basque Country 

Yaakov Kareev, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Ralf Rummer, University of Kassel 

Judith Avrahami, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Mauro Giacomantonio, University of Rome "Sapienza" 

Anna Dorfman, Bar Ilan University 



Carlos Rey, University of the Balearic Islands 

Bernard Rimé, UCLouvain 

Oliver Schilling, Heidelberg University, Germany 

Eva Walther, Trier University 

Rouwen Cañal-Bruland, Friedrich Schiller University Jena 

Shira Elqayam, De Montfort University, UK 

Robert Sternberg, Cornell University 

Karin Sternberg, Cornell University 

Allon Vishkin, Technion - Israel Institute of Technology 

Ana N. Tibubos, Trier University 

Rui Soares Costa, ISCTE, University of Lisbon, University of California Davis and Princeton University 

Prof Joseph Paul Forga, University of New South Wales 

Andreas Mojzisch, University of Hildesheim 

Bernd Wittenbrink, University of Chicago 

Benoit Dardenne, Liege University, Belgium 

Malte Friese, Saarland University 

Henk Aarts, Utrecht University 

Sascha Topolinski, University of Cologne 

Jochen Musch, University of Duesseldorf 

Ute Johanna Bayen, Heinrich Heine University, Düsseldorf 

Markus Raab, German Sport University Cologne 

David Trafimow, New Mexico State University 

Ana Lapa, Universidade de Lisboa 

Magda Osman, University of Cambridge 

Michael Gill, Lehigh University 

(THE EMAIL WAS SENT TO THE APS AT THIS STAGE) 



Alexander Todorov, The University of Chicago 

Nicholas Epley, University of Chicago 

Thomas Schultze, Queen‘s University Belfast 

Klaus Rothermund, Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena, Germany 

Anne K Gordon, Bowling Green State University 

John Plass, University of Michigan 

Nicolas Bochard, Université Grenoble Alpes 

Michael Knoll, University of Leipzig 

Sander Koole, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

Scott Highhouse, Bowling Green State University 

Rachel Barkan, Ben-Gurion University 

Alejandro López-Rousseau, Independent Researcher 

Linden J. Ball, University of Central Lancashire 

Timothy Ketelaar, New Mexico State University 

Ido Erev, Technion 

Alex Bertrams, University of Bern 

Sonja Heintz, University of Plymouth 

C. Miguel Brendl, University of Basel, Switzerland 

Or Goldreich, University of Chicago 

Patrick Labelle, Champlain Regional College, Sherbrooke, Qc 

Jens Rogmann, University of Hamburg 

Stephan Lau, Hochschule des Bundes für öffentliche Verwaltung 

Joseph Cesario, Michigan State University 

Harry Reis, University of Rochester 

Aaron Kindsvatter, Ph.D., Private Practice, Burlington Vermont 

John Williamsen, Professor Emeritus, Psychology, St. Norbert College 



Jack Feldman, Professor Emeritus, Georgia Institute of Technology 

Lauryn Oates, University of British Columbia 

Payton Jones, Harvard University 

Alex Simonelis, Dawson College 

Robert Bjork, UCLA 

Konstantinos Katsikopoulos, University of Southampton 

Shenghua Luan, Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences 

Matthew Cashman, MIT 

Matt Puretz, University of Colorado Boulder 

Everett Wetchler, University of California, Berkeley 

Markus Denzler, Hochschule des Bundes 

A. Timur Sevincer, Leuphana University Lüneburg 

Georgios Abakoumkin, University of Thessaly 

Robert Wyer, retired Univ of Illinois 

Steven Sloman, Brown University 

Robert E. Larzelere, Oklahoma State University 

Ryan A Davis, Illinois State University 

Katherine Van Allen, Campbell University 

Joachim Krueger, Brown University 

Nina Silander, PsyD, Brooks Rehabilitation 

Nick Cosstick, University of Cambridge 

Anthony Tarescavage, PhD, John Carroll University 

Keith Stanovich, University of Toronto 

Michael F. Mascolo, Merrimack College 

Dr. Dietrich Klusmann, University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf, Germany 

Klaus Jonas, Prof. Emeritus University of Zurich, Switzerland 



Maayan Katzir, Bar Ilan University 

J. Mark Ramseyer, Harvard University 

Wolfgang Stroebe, University of Groningen 

Pascal Huguet, CNRS and Université Clermont Auvergne 

François Ric, Université de Bordeaux 

Linda McCaughey, Heidelberg University 

Maria Augustinova, Université de Rouen Normandie, France 

David C. Geary, University of Missouri 

Natacha Boissicat, Université Grenoble Alpes 

James Condon, National Radio Astronomy Observatory 

Sean T. Stevens, The Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE) 

Adrian Staub, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Steve Stewart-Williams, University of Nottingham Malaysia 

Prakash Shah, Queen Mary, University of London 

Ilan Roziner, Tel Aviv University 

Arnd Florack, University of Vienna 

Jaakko Kinnunen, Tampere University, Finland 

Ana Guinote, University College London 

Madoka Kumashiro, Goldsmiths, University of London 

Angela Rowe, University of Bristol UK 

Simona Haasova, University of Oxford 

Robin Hau, University of Applied Sciences Schmalkalden 

 

 

 


