
Contrary to what many may think, acquiring ants from out of state is not difficult and anyone can apply for the 
required permits to import and own exotic ants. The application process is simple and free and allows for the 
possibility of keeping new and interesting species one couldn’t normally acquire. 
 
Aside from Pogonomyrmex occidentalis, all members of the Formicidae (ant) family are legally classified as 
plant pests and thus restricted from interstate transport as per the Plant Protection Act of 2000. To legally move 
ants across state lines one must have a PPQ 526 permit on file with the USDA’s plant and animal health 
department, APHIS.  
 
Creating an E-Authentication Account  
To apply for a permit one must first create an Eauthentication account, found here: 
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/registration 
After clicking on the link, follow the instructions exactly: 
 

1)​ After clicking on the link, select Customer 

 
 
 

2)​ Enter your email address and wait for the confirmation 
 
 

3)​ After Filling out your account information you should receive a confirmation email. 

 

https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/registration


 
 

4)​ Return to the login screen: 
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/login?TARGET=-SM-https:%2F%2Fwww.eauth.usda.gov%2F
eauth%2Fb%2Fusda%2Fupdateaccount 

 
 
 

5)​ Immediately upon logging in for the first time, select “verify my identity” and complete the verification 
process to fully activate your account, do not skip this step, this system is very new (as of 7/20) and 
seems to be a bit buggy, you will not be able to fully use your account until this step has been 
completed. 

 

https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/login?TARGET=-SM-https:%2F%2Fwww.eauth.usda.gov%2Feauth%2Fb%2Fusda%2Fupdateaccount
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/login?TARGET=-SM-https:%2F%2Fwww.eauth.usda.gov%2Feauth%2Fb%2Fusda%2Fupdateaccount


 
 

6)​ As of now (8/20) this is still the link for the 526 form once your eauthentication account is activated, but 
the entire USDA system is currently being overhauled so I am unsure for how long this link will remain 
valid: 
https://epermits.aphis.usda.gov/epermits/index.cfm?CFID=186323&CFTOKEN=45c50eb9f348bc6f-308
184CF-FDC2-F14D-DA6280227D5C2761&ACTION=applicantHome 
 
 

7)​ After clicking on the link, you should be prompted to log in and should then find yourself at your permit 
dashboard/hub. Congratulations! You can now actually apply for a permit. Select 
“Create/Renew/Amend Application” to begin the actual application process. 

 
 
 
Applying for a PPQ526 Permit 

 
1.​ After selecting “Create/Renew/Amend Application” select “Plant Protection and Quarantine” 

 

https://epermits.aphis.usda.gov/epermits/index.cfm?CFID=186323&CFTOKEN=45c50eb9f348bc6f-308184CF-FDC2-F14D-DA6280227D5C2761&ACTION=applicantHome
https://epermits.aphis.usda.gov/epermits/index.cfm?CFID=186323&CFTOKEN=45c50eb9f348bc6f-308184CF-FDC2-F14D-DA6280227D5C2761&ACTION=applicantHome


 
 

2.​ Select PPQ 526 from the list of available permits, it should be the second option 

 
 
 

3.​ Select “No” when asked if the organism in question is considered a bioweapon 

 



 
 

4.​ Unless amending a current application, select “New” 

 
 

5.​ Select “No, this application does not require confidential business information, unless of course it does 
so. 

 
 
 

6.​ Fill out the Applicant information and then select enter new article 

 
 
 



7.​ Select the collection location, if the species is found in another state select Originally collected from 
within the Continental U.S. State the intended use and type in or select the organism from the menu.  

 
 
 

8.​ Fill out which stages of life the colony will be in, along whether they will be shipped with any 
accompanying media. 
 (apart from a standard test tube). For host material select none. 

 
 

 
9.​ When you have completed all the questions and reviewed them “select done entering articles” 

 
 
 
 



10.​ You must now select what type of movement is taking place, if the ants are being shipped in from 
another state, select Interstate Movement, if they are from another country select Importation. 

 
 

11.​Now select “Multiple Countries/States/Origin Points” (this allows you to be broader with your intended 
supplier location) Then choose your origin points, you can be as broad as simply selecting “continental 
us” 
 
 

12.​When you are finished select: “done with origin points” 

 
 
 

13.​Then select “enter new proposed measure” to begin discussing your containment measures for the ants 

 



 
 

14.​When finished, select finished with proposed measures to move to the attachments section, If you have 
pictures of your proposed setup now where you can attach them. 

 
 

15.​Once you have completed uploading any relevant attachments you are ready to certify and submit your 
permit application. You can also view your completed application 

 
 

16.​Often you will receive an email asking for various conditions to be fulfilled before the permit is 
approved, this is a good sign as it means they are considering your application. Conditions can be 
relatively minor, such as simply a confirmation that you will destroy the ants as opposed to releasing 
them, or they can be much more stringent, such as requiring pictures of intended storage methods and 
location, in person inspections, etc. 



 
 

17.​The approval process varies greatly, it can be as short as a few days to as long as a few months, be 
sure to look out for any emails as failure to reply to any conditions or questions by the permit officer will 
result in denial of the application. Once approved a permit allows you to possess the species in 
question for the period of time stated on the permit, it also allows you to have that species shipped to 
you, the shipper does not require any sort of permit but must simply include a copy of your permit with 
the shipment. 

 
 

Tips for getting approved: 
1.​ Be courteous and use proper grammar in your application.  
2.​ Many questions have options for you to provide additional details or further explain your answer, use 

these opportunities to help flesh out your application. 
3.​ Carefully consider which species you are applying for, species found within the continental U.S. are 

more likely to get approved than exotic species.  
4.​ If your desired species has qualities that make it less likely to be a pest species it may be wise to 

include that in your application. 
5.​ Though the permitting office usually first checks with your state's USDA office, sometimes state denial 

may come after Federal approval, it is wise to wait a few days after approval to see if your state has 
any objections. 

 


