Contrary to what many may think, acquiring ants from out of state is not difficult and anyone can apply for the
required permits to import and own exotic ants. The application process is simple and free and allows for the
possibility of keeping new and interesting species one couldn’t normally acquire.

Aside from Pogonomyrmex occidentalis, all members of the Formicidae (ant) family are legally classified as
plant pests and thus restricted from interstate transport as per the Plant Protection Act of 2000. To legally move
ants across state lines one must have a PPQ 526 permit on file with the USDA’s plant and animal health
department, APHIS.

Creating an E-Authentication Account

To apply for a permit one must first create an Eauthentication account, found here:
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/registration

Atfter clicking on the link, follow the instructions exactly:

1) After clicking on the link, select Customer

Account Registration @

What type of user are you?

O Customer

O USDA Employee / Contractor

O Other Federal Employee / Contractor

2) Enter your email address and wait for the confirmation
3) After Filling out your account information you should receive a confirmation email.

Thanks for requesting a USDA eAuthentication account. Please click the link below or right-click on 'Continue Registration’, copy the hyperlink and paste it into your
browser.

Continue Registration

This link will expire soon.
Please do not reply to this message.

For more help, visit https-/fwww eauth.usda. govieauth/b/usdaifaq



https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/registration

4) Return to the login screen:
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/login? TARGET=-SM-https:%2F %2Fwww.eauth.usda.qov%2F
eauth%2Fb%2Fusda%2Fupdateaccount

We'll take you to your destination in just a moment...

The application you are accessing requires you to log in to USDA eAuthentication. Please log in or create an account.

Log In with Log In with @ 3

Ol PIV/CAC ‘ Password
17

User ID Forgot User ID

exoticsandvivaria@gmail.com

Password Forgot Password

B show Password

Log In with PIV/CAC Log In with Password

%=
=

5) Immediately upon logging in for the first time, select “verify my identity” and complete the verification
process to fully activate your account, do not skip this step, this system is very new (as of 7/20) and
seems to be a bit buggy, you will not be able to fully use your account until this step has been
completed.

Login Information

o Your User ID is exoticsandvivaria@gmail.com

Email address:
Password:

fy My Identity e

Personal Information

Name:

Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA)

PIV/CAC Linking: Not linked o m


https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/login?TARGET=-SM-https:%2F%2Fwww.eauth.usda.gov%2Feauth%2Fb%2Fusda%2Fupdateaccount
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/login?TARGET=-SM-https:%2F%2Fwww.eauth.usda.gov%2Feauth%2Fb%2Fusda%2Fupdateaccount

6) As of now (8/20) this is still the link for the 526 form once your eauthentication account is activated, but
the entire USDA system is currently being overhauled so | am unsure for how long this link will remain
valid:
https://epermits.aphis.usda.gov/epermits/index.cfm?CFID=186323&CFTOKEN=45¢c50eb9f348bc6f-308
184CFE-FDC2-F14D-DA6280227D5C2761&ACTION=applicantHome

7) After clicking on the link, you should be prompted to log in and should then find yourself at your permit
dashboard/hub. Congratulations! You can now actually apply for a permit. Select
“Create/Renew/Amend Application” to begin the actual application process.

! About APHIS | Mewsroom | Agencies & Offices

Welcome to ePermits, your one stop Source for Agricultural
Permitting

,!o Home =
o Create\RenewiAmend - - -
Application lick Here to bookmark this site
\ o My Applications
Feports and Mot Summary My Applications
o nses

a My Messages Unsubmitted Applications: O Mo Applications
= My Shipmenis/Labels Pending Applications: 0
o Advanced Search Mew Messages: 0 My Permits/Responses
o My Profile
o Change Password Void - P526-190815-001
o Tet:hni!:aISupport Permit - P526P-19-03399
= Compliance Responses _.All saved permitsiresponses
o Freguently asked
LlEEITTE My Reports & Notices
No Reports or Motices
o Logoff
: Compliance Responses
Signup for APHIS Stakeholder Mo Compliance Responses
Eegistry

Applying for a PPQ526 Permit

1. After selecting “Create/Renew/Amend Application” select “Plant Protection and Quarantine”

USDA  uned states pepartment o Agricuture

ePermits
Home
Create/Renew/Amend Application - Choose Program Office
Pleasze select the program office you are applying permit application for, then select Continue.
O Biotechnology Regulatory Services
® Plant Protection & Quarantine
O Veterinary Services
Continue
CREAPP-0001
Home | Create'Renswidmend Application | My Applications | My Reports and Moticas | My Permits/Responses | My Mess | My Ehipments’Labels | Advanced

Search | My Profie | Change Password | Technical Support | Compliance Responses | Frequently asked Questions | Get Adobe Readear

FOIA | Accessibility Statement | Privacy Policy | Mon-Discrimination Staterment | Information Quality | FirstGow | White House



https://epermits.aphis.usda.gov/epermits/index.cfm?CFID=186323&CFTOKEN=45c50eb9f348bc6f-308184CF-FDC2-F14D-DA6280227D5C2761&ACTION=applicantHome
https://epermits.aphis.usda.gov/epermits/index.cfm?CFID=186323&CFTOKEN=45c50eb9f348bc6f-308184CF-FDC2-F14D-DA6280227D5C2761&ACTION=applicantHome

2. Select PPQ 526 from the list of available permits, it should be the second option

USDA Unmmmmmld@ﬂmmm ePermits

Home

Create/Renew/Amend Application - Choose Application Type for PPQ

You have selected Plant Protection & Quarantine (PPQ) as the program office. [T this is correct, please select the correct application type
for the permit you are applying for, then select Continue. If you have selected an incorrect program office you may go back by using the
browser "Back” button.

) ppQ 525A Application for Permit to Receive Soil
@ PPQ 526 Permit to Move Live Plant Pests, Biological Control Agents, Bees, Parasitic Plants, Federal Noxious Weeds, or Soil

@] PPQ 546 Agreement for Postentry Quarantine State Screening Motice
) PPQ 585 Application for Permit to Import Timber or Timber Products
) PPQ 536 Application for Permit to Transit Plants and/or Plant Products, Plant Pests, and/or Associated Soil Through the
United States

O PPQ 587 Application for Permit to Import Plants and Plant Products

@] PPQ 588 Application for Controlled Import Permit to Import Restricted or Mot Authorized Plant Material
O PPQ 621 Application for Protected Plant Permit to Engage in the Business of Importing, Exporting, or Re-exporting
Terrestrial Plants or Plant Products that are Protected

We need your valuable feedback to help us evaluate and improve our customer service. Please select the following link to take our brief
customer service survey: hitp/ippacustserv. guestionpro.com

Continue

3. Select “No” when asked if the organism in question is considered a bioweapon

Create Application - Select Agent Confirmation

Is this an application to move or import select agents, the genes expressing select agents, or the toxins made by the select
agents?

® No. This is NOT an application to move or import select agents.

() Yes. Thizis an application to move or import select agents.

The Agricultural Bioterrorism Protection Act of 2002, as part of the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparadness Response Act of
2002, requires entities that possess, use, or transfer agents or toxins deemed a severe threat to animal or plant health or products must
notify and register with APHIS. This law is designed to improve the ability of the United States to prevent, prepare for, and respond to
hioterrorism and other public health emergencies that could threaten public health and safety or American agriculture.

The following is a list of select agents and toxins which PPQ has considered select agents:

Coniothyrium glycines

Peronosclerospora philippinesis (Peronosclerospora sacchari)
Phoma glycinicola (Pyrenochaeta glycines)

Ralstonia solanacearum

Rathayibacter toxicus

Sclerophthora rayssiae

Synchytrium endobioticum

Xanthomonas oryzae

Additional information regarding the USDA Select Agent Program can be found at

hitp:ifeenw selectagents. goviSelectAgentsandToxins. htmil
hitp: i selectagents. gov




4. Unless amending a current application, select “New”
DEIQE. ) -

[T someone else in your organization requested the previous permit, they can submit an “amendment or renewal with changes®
application in ePermits requesting that their permit be transferred to your eAuthentication account. A specialist will review their
request and either transfer their permit to your eAuthentication account or guide you further. Please note that in order to do this
that both individuals will need a “Verified” eAuthentication account.

® New

() Amendment ) Renewal Without Changes O Renewal With Changes

Select Permit. - Se

[17]
1

Display Selected Permit

Continue

5. Select “No, this application does not require confidential business information, unless of course it does
SO.
Create Application - Confidential Business Information Confirmation

PPQ 526 Permit to Move Live Plant Pests, Biclogical Control Agents, Bees, Parasitic Plants, Federal Noxious Weeds, or Seil

Does this application contain Confidential Business Information (CBI)? (Flease choose carefully, as this choice cannot be reversed later)

Na. This application does NOT contain Confidential Business Information.
) Yes. This application DOES contain Confidential Eusiness Information.

Tips for Entering CBI Data:
While completing yeur permit applicafion, please remember o surround infermation which you want fo protect as CBIl with square brackets ([]1).
For example, the scientific name of the plant pest you wish to protect would appear as follows:
Scienfific Mames of Pests to be Moved: [Botrytis cinerea)
The CEBl-deleted version of this scienfific name would aulomatically be generated by ePermits using the square brackets o display it
Scienfific Mames of Pests to be Moved: [ 1

Flease review the PFQ526 CB| Guidance document. To proceed with an application containing CBI, a Justification Letter on letterhead
will be required.

Continue

6. Fill out the Applicant information and then select enter new article
Application No. 796283

- . . . . . -
L

& P g . o " Cert'ry 5
X . rigination - ropose i
Applicant Articles Points Destination Measures Attachments Submit

Article Summary

Select Enter New Article to start entering the first article.

No Records Found
Enter New Article |




7. Select the collection location, if the species is found in another state select Originally collected from
within the Continental U.S. State the intended use and type in or select the organism from the menu.

Select or Enter Regulated Article

* Indicates a required field

Where was the Article originally collected?”

Origin Explanation:

Intended Use: ™

If Other for Intended Use, describe

with as much detail as possiblel
{Max. 1000 Characters)

8. Fill out which stages of life the colony will be in, along whether they will be shipped with any
accompanying media.
(apart from a standard test tube). For host material select none.

Article - Edit Detail
* Indicates a required field

Subspecies:

Life Stage(s):”
Check all that apply

9. When you have completed all the questions and reviewed them “select done entering articles”

T — e ———

® . —0- i —0— i rﬂy .
I ’ rigination - ropose Certi
Applicant Articles Eoints Destination Measures Attachments Submit

Article Summary

F2 1 Educational Use Adult, Egg, Larvae, Pupa E E

Enter He(lrlil:le | Done Entering Articles

\ PPC526-00 58
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10. You must now select what type of movement is taking place, if the ants are being shipped in from
another state, select Interstate Movement, if they are from another country select Importation.

- - Ongination - Proposed Certify &
Applicant Articles Foints Destination Measures Attachments Zubmit
Origination Points - Movement Type
* Indicates a required field
Movement Type: * (select - v)

Approximate Date{s) of Initial Import or Movement: |[Jg.12:}2[]

Continue

Home | Create'Rensw'dmend Agplication | My Apglcstions | My Regorts and Motices | My Permis/Responses | My Messages | My Shipments/Lsoels | Advancad
Seszrch | My Profie | Chanoe Password | Technical Support | Complisnce Resoonses | Frecuently asked Questions | Get Adobe Reader

11. Now select “Multiple Countries/States/Origin Points” (this allows you to be broader with your intended
supplier location) Then choose your origin points, you can be as broad as simply selecting “continental

us

12. When you are finished select: “done with origin points”
PPQ 526 Permit to Move Live Plant Pests, Biological Control Agents, Bees, Parasitic

Plants, Federal Noxious Weeds, or Soil

Importation
Application No. 796283
® ¢ Ori '.1' ¢ P e d ¢ cert."fy &
- . ngmnaton - . MoOpoSe I
Applicant Articles Foints Destination Measures Attachments Submit

Importation - Origination Points Summary

|No Records Found /_\k

Change Movement Type | Multiple Countries/Continents | Single Locationj’ Done With Origination Pomts

Homs | Creste'Rensw\Amend Agplication | My Applications | My Regorts and Motces | My PermisResponses | My Messsges | My Shipments/labels | Advanced
Search | My Profile | Change Password | Technical Support | Complisnce Responses | Frec:.JE"ntI.' asked Questions | Get Adobe Raader
FOILA | Anneccihilife Statamant | Privass Poline | Mon-Diseriminatinon Statement | Information Ouaslite | FiestGow | White Hoese

13. Then select “enter new proposed measure” to begin discussing your containment measures for the ants

PPQ 526 Permit to Move Live Plant Pests, Biological Control Agents, Bees, Parasitic
Plants, Federal Noxious Weeds, or Soil

Importation
Application No. 796283
e ¢ Ori ht ti ¢ P b d ¢ Cerﬂy &
. . ngination . ) ropose |
Applicant Articles Points Destination Measures Attachments Zubmit

Proposed Measures Summary

Click "Enter Mew Propos

sure" to start entering the 1 AsUre.
Enter New Proposed Measure | e With Proposed Measures




14. When finished, select finished with proposed measures to move to the attachments section, If you have

pictures of your proposed setup now where you can attach them.
T Tt Foints ToTTemme Measures T Submit

Proposed Measures Summary

Check boxes to remove one or more Proposed Measures.
Regulated Article

Eig Harpegnathos venator Escape Prevention Mezh
Other: Locked Acrylic Confainer
stored inside a larger glass

container.
Final Disposition Method Incineration

Check boxes to remove one or more Proposed Measures.

Enter New Proposed Measure | Done With Proposed Measures |

15. Once you have completed uploading any relevant attachments you are ready to certify and submit your
permit application. You can also view your completed application

R [t R ] LR DRI IRERALE FL U DT Submit

Poinfs Measures

Certify & Submit

Changes to the application cannot be made after Certifying and Submitting the application. To view the application, click on the
Printable Version button. To edit the application, go to the data area where you want to make changes using the Navigation Bar
above,

By Cerifying and Submitting this application, you agree to the statements below and the application will be submitted to the PP APHIS
staff.

| hereby certify that the information in this application is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

WARNING: Any alteration, forgery, or unauthorized use of this document is subject to civil penalties of up to $250,000 (7 U.5.C 7734(b))
ar punishable by a fine of not more than $10,000, or imprisonment of not more than 5 years, or both (18 U.5.C 1001)

16. Often you will receive an email asking for various conditions to be fulfilled before the permit is
approved, this is a good sign as it means they are considering your application. Conditions can be
relatively minor, such as simply a confirmation that you will destroy the ants as opposed to releasing
them, or they can be much more stringent, such as requiring pictures of intended storage methods and
location, in person inspections, etc.



17. The approval process varies greatly, it can be as short as a few days to as long as a few months, be

sure to look out for any emails as failure to reply to any conditions or questions by the permit officer will
result in denial of the application. Once approved a permit allows you to possess the species in
question for the period of time stated on the permit, it also allows you to have that species shipped to
you, the shipper does not require any sort of permit but must simply include a copy of your permit with
the shipment.

LIS SHLELES LA LITIETIL A0 ARTICWILre
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
Plant Protection & Quarantine
4700 River Road
Riverdale, MD 20737

Permit to Move Live Plant Pests, Noxious Weeds, and Soil
Interstate Movement
Regulated by 7 CFR 330

This permit was generated electronically via the ePermits svstem

PERMITTEE NAME: PERMIT NUMBER: P526P-19-03399
ORGANIZATION: APPLICATION NUMBER: P326-190805-020
ADDRESS: FACILITY NUMBER: N/A

MAILING ADDRESS: HAND CARRY: Yes

DATE ISSUED: 0812/2019

PHONE:

FAX: EXPIRES: 08/12/2022
DESTINATION:

RELEASE:

Under the conditions specified, this permut authorizes the following:
Regulated Article Life Stage(s) Intended Use Shipment Originally Collected Culture
P Desi )

Camponotus Any Educational Use Continental U5, Originally Collected from Within
pennsvivaniciis the Continental 1.5,

PERMIT GUIDANCE

1) This permit does not authorize movement or release into the environment of genetically engineered
organisms produced with the regulated organisms described in this permit. Importation, interstate
movement, and environmental release of genetically engineered plant pests require a different permit
1ssued under regulations at 7 CFR part 340. Any unauthorized interstate movement or environmental
release, including accidental release, of a regulated GE organism would be a violation of those
regulations. Additional guidance and contact information for APHIS Biotechnology Regulatory
Services, can be found at: https://www aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/biotechnology.

2) If an animal pathogen 1s identified in yvour shipment, to ensure appropriate safeguarding, please refer

tn it famaner anhic neda oo fimorinart avmanort/fanimale fanimal  dmvanrt/animal amaeerte an

Tips for getting approved:

1.
2.

Be courteous and use proper grammar in your application.

Many questions have options for you to provide additional details or further explain your answer, use
these opportunities to help flesh out your application.

Carefully consider which species you are applying for, species found within the continental U.S. are
more likely to get approved than exotic species.

If your desired species has qualities that make it less likely to be a pest species it may be wise to
include that in your application.

Though the permitting office usually first checks with your state's USDA office, sometimes state denial
may come after Federal approval, it is wise to wait a few days after approval to see if your state has
any objections.



