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7th Grade (Rising 8th) 22-day Lesson Plan

Unit Overview:
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds

Introduction

In this unit, students will explore themes of grief and loss, morality and revenge, gun
violence and the relationship between an individual and societal pressures. Through
learning about one young man’s inner conflict with grief and revenge, students will
recognize the ways humans are impacted by loss, while appreciating the individual power
one has in the face of pressures to conform.

Jason Reynolds’ award-winning novel in verse, Long Way Down, tells the story of Will, a
15-year-old who is immobilized by grief over the murder of his beloved older brother.
Spanning 1 minute and 7 seconds, Long Way Down details the course of Will’s elevator
journey down the seven floors of his building as he grapples with the decision of whether to
murder the guy who killed his brother. At each stop on the way down, a different ghost
enters the elevator and offers insight and advice to Will. As each ghost reveals a missing
piece of the puzzle, Will's beliefs, assumptions and truths he holds on to are all called into
question. Will he decide to seek revenge and avenge his brother’s death, or is he open to
other possible outcomes?

This unit is designed to push students to dissect the rich figurative language of Long Way
Down, while grappling with the tension between what is right and wrong and what it takes
to resist norms imposed on an individual. When reading the novel, students will consider
the deeper meaning behind figurative and descriptive language, gain experience analyzing
poetic devices such as line breaks and blank space, infer an author’s criticisms and beliefs
about our world and parse out how individual plot devices influence our protagonist and the
overall plot of the novel.

In addition to following Will’s story, students will engage in a daily word or world knowledge
building routine. This routine introduces students to key vocabulary and content knowledge
that will help them better understand gun violence, toxic masculinity and cycles of revenge.
Throughout the summer, students will get daily practice exploring, analyzing and practicing
strong argumentative writing in order to be able to articulate their ideas and understanding
of the novel.

Standards of Focus

NY-7.R.1
NY-7.R.2
NY-7.R.3
NY.7.R.4
NY.7.R.5
NY.7.W.1

THE NATIONAL SUMMER
SCHOOL INITIATIVE

© NSSI 2025



Learning Goals

Essential Question

e When should we break rules?

Enduring Understandings

e \We should break rules when we can collectively benefit as a larger community, even if
there may be a cost to the individual.

e \We should break rules that don’t serve us well or that cause more harm than good if we
follow them.

e \When rules are in direct conflict with our moral and ethical codes, we should consider
breaking them.

Writing Skills

This unit’s lessons are designed to develop students’ writing skills, helping them
confidently express ideas about the text. Each day, teachers will present a focused
Mini-lesson on a key writing concept, which students will then apply in their Independent
Writing about the day's text.

Key Points

e A full paragraph includes a claim, context, two pieces of evidence and analysis that
explains how the evidence supports the claim.
A claim must answer all parts of the question.
Evidence is relevant and sufficient if it fully supports the claim.
Strong analysis needs to do more than restate the claim or evidence. It needs to explain
how/why the evidence proves the overall argument of your paragraph.

e \When writing your context, include what happened right before the evidence. Do not
include what is happening in the evidence.

e |t can be really effective to show cause and effect in your analysis by using words like
“since” or “because.”

e |t can be really effective to use phrases like “instead of” or “rather than” in your analysis
to show the contrast between what happened and what could have happened.

Learning Output

Informal Written Assessments

e Students will have an opportunity to write a short response paragraph daily in response
to the Deeper Meaning Discussions about the text.

End-of-Unit Assessment

e Students will take the pre- and post-assessment at the start and end of the unit.
e Students will engage in a discourse-based and written Essential Question reflection on
the last day of the unit.

Optional Project

e Students will write their own collection of poetry, using many of the techniques studied
in Long Way Down, to bring to life a moment when they had to make a challenging
decision.
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Unit At a Glance

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Day 7

Day 8

Day 9

Day 10

Day 11

Day 12

Day 13

Day 14

Day 15

Day 16

Day 17

Day 18
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Text

Unit Launch

p. 14-26

p. 27-39

p. 40-54

p. 55-70

p. 73-88

p. 89-106

p. 109-123

p. 124-133

p. 134-146

p. 149-165

p. 166-179

p. 180-192

p. 195-209

p. 210-222

p. 223-234

p. 237-247
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Deeper Meaning Question for Discussion and Writing

Pre-assessment
Pre-assessment Scoring Guide

What is the purpose of the white space that Jason Reynolds
includes in his poems? (NY-7.R.5)

What does Will think about the gun violence in his neighborhood,
and how does Reynolds develop this perspective? (NY-7.R.4)

How do “The Rules” impact Will? (NY-7.R.3)

Why does Will feel so strongly about seeking revenge for Shawn’s
murder? (NY-7.R.2)

Evaluate Will’s plan of killing Riggs to avenge Shawn’s murder.
(NY-7.R.1)

What techniques does Reynolds use to reinforce Will’s shifting
state of mind? (NY-7.R.5)

What is Reynolds trying to convey about masculinity through the
interactions between Will and Buck? (NY-7.R.2)

What implicit rules has Will been taught about how to treat women,
and how has he learned them? (NY-7.R.2)

How does Reynolds’ use of juxtaposition convey a key idea about
gun violence? (NY-7.R.2; NY-7.R.4)

How does the introduction of Dani’s character initiate a shift in how
Will views The Rules? (NY-7.R.3)

Do Uncle Mark and Will have a loving relationship? (NY-7.R.6)

How does Will react when Uncle Mark challenges his plan to follow
The Rules? (NY-7.R.3)

How does Jason Reynolds create suspense? (NY-7.R.4)

The reunion of Will and his father is positive. Agree or disagree.
(NY-7.R.1)

Will calls his final poem a “Random Thought.” Explain why this
poem isn’t just random, using other details from today’s reading.
(NY-7.R.4)

How does Pop’s presence influence Will? (NY-7.R.5)
How do the ghosts respond to the elevator rules, and why does

this matter? (NY-7.R.3)
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Materials

Lesson 1
Daily Overview

Lesson 2
Daily Overview

Lesson 3
Daily Overview

Lesson 4
Daily Overview

Lesson 5
Daily Overview

Lesson 6
Daily Overview

Lesson 7
Daily Overview

Lesson 8
Daily Overview

Lesson 9
Daily Overview

Lesson 10
Daily Overview

Lesson 11
Daily Overview

Lesson 12
Daily Overview

Lesson 13
Daily Overview

Lesson 14
Daily Overview

Lesson 15
Daily Overview

Lesson 16
Daily Overview

Lesson 17
Daily Overview

Lesson 18
Daily Overview

Lesson 1
Student Work

Lesson 2
Student Work

Lesson 3
Student Work

Lesson 4
Student Work

Lesson 5
Student Work

Lesson 6
Student Work

Lesson 7
Student Work

Lesson 8
Student Work

Lesson 9
Student Work

Lesson 10
Student Work

Lesson 11
Student Work

Lesson 12
Student Work

Lesson 13
Student Work

Lesson 14
Student Work

Lesson 15
Student Work

Lesson 16
Student Work

Lesson 17
Student Work

Lesson 18
Student Work

Lesson 1
Slides

Lesson 2
Slides

Lesson 3
Slides

Lesson 4
Slides

Lesson 5
Slides

Lesson 6
Slides

Lesson 7
Slides

Lesson 8
Slides

Lesson 9
Slides

Lesson 10
Slides

Lesson 11
Slides

Lesson 12
Slides

Lesson 13
Slides

Lesson 14
Slides

Lesson 15
Slides

Lesson 16
Slides

Lesson 17
Slides

Lesson 18
Slides


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HduVW1VgmYjdH6-H38kGQDQ_KmnENEsa&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HOtHoI3uvM5n4BVSu28sgVCEsaomrR0AlZOP3IFEI3w&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1647Taqt0aR8hCAZaKipOCPfdId6QgKn9C_a8zIxmN3E&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Z8hfhhZNvUJlP_Gh_VPqSCzhGgTvxMYLXfQc8p8mxjI&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rqALdPW4eiiBLSgyVyzB2VcmnDS03fx8aCpSOLna_QQ&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DcLpjef78AB8eSoFtjQ2lmP44VFumQEuMKuDKOcmpf0&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1iUByyCfkmjtcUEib_bqCQMs2tb24AEmVsQpJ2VBCWMM&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lNMCUZR0JApVyPZ2rWzKRwRAofsuLOnMRFBvI-i4Elk&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1BSb3RdOVbLeWWp6F-VkRSs0luUO5cIZUw32iLrlamTc&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VG9cY58fqv0qqFjUL6nLrdNaqChFlAIHwjojPTRHGMQ&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1I2wvGbaYiKNFnhbZsSh7p6IPqY4rimVBvggi-IBNbpg&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ChdR6YkxisyF8Q96qUlS2L4XuZOEKqiusDF28YGzT1w&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1fiz0SVr1O661xHsPPI8-oPHncXWZhojIVv2h3AZiWNU&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RPCVNFfc_XPEn6a200wMUDTxzflO6VynJZ6Rue3fCfE&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IA9T5dVLlK5Q41JI5itaYlBLJqKncyuN05Z4Vs7NLMs&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FIppz1Mb4k7pUFXTl-b4mWazjI0f8Mtwyi3bYUEaXSE&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1UB3lp3GiB9qbR0HglWDCelpoQ42SRlwKjthaLvVHhh4&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LBO0LVv6ZXL0AhX5VFNXgaax6ZrS0bXha1PY4SMPvdk&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ApJ2tzhv1iTahv7zs9s4L1pvHvsrhe27J6SGVkEk_tg&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ELMW8xhW2RgarI5iRtoAECCIUUZe8gPaUaHukVGt_Pk&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RtAtkEYZE0xgcIp0_m12tG6pEJk8vTsaKxh6cBjVTcQ&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qlxbl1NX_R_HAeGUQKTZY2KZOxiLEijbuNCKxT1KPzU&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1g-rEjMbY94dD6coDX6WESp7ZzONmQ6WarfsTWd0apoM&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Tehy6LoV60z4MEisOggeBnl2PDIkqojMUpwOFC-e3LU&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YXbABURjANsqj1L1CZ7hYlmrabJ8qrk-KbSzUqZYx54&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11R2o_s6ER9gpha-gfGcbeKioDUk4EHY9236eVCt2iyY&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1MXfIEalWbLQA90sMyTdtnoy1yBlbwGT-vrLuQs0mBo0&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aoKnD9uljsYYuySB-Ij6jvVwYTPIP6Kt-JlsuiaN6kA&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18Qhuk7LVsNf3SPKuLvRvrJY8RY5zDeAHE5UMs2JGpNA&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1s2s1cKRNk6ghzYmqDgAhWj43ku_5MATeAf8XpJ9X2rw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-DcWm19-6HJDeQPKB6R9lGJ0bGbgM5SauzhtShM3bUw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DEBWOMIliBPtdAxqK8AtHyUG03MWQCQytt1oQdJHTWg&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1eeOv5XRpoeWwZ7JD_iEwl0CRY3q_JZUSQEs6MegvpTA&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qpMMuwpDf2wdLSi5-oGcu34jBs81qn9cTLleNo2Yfws&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LTJE5dMFqYqR-MKhBXB5ggypqGfZ2t4ucdXY8En7z94&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1glb35xcwMXImcsDIU5XTWgPkxp4D58JiKwOkbxQLNLo&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pxqObR05hFpHQ-b75-Lau65iz8heCKgnYp3Sj4tB6Ek&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HLFs0568RYWEv5I9-njwNPsE9UrsMTuTQiFsgH4tL2Q&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ncYFY596ugHnkD1ink4oe_83EDZNQz_H-WSnCWLReAw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QwMKNdIT213_IkOdKcDgYhF5BydoZjU9LClNqIbobkI&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CugVCPnN3kPgI0UmERjhuw3g4V45NgH4GBxfyFgij4U&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qdp5l0HKGfzDG69i-IwEwUC40ro8DqCwOxj02gApBes&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uZrXkYUhH-sMftE8CgYGxsLzlKC-wjtRyOHlvfC4kCw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DPShnq2JnHvwfhCAB63pgT2awqRdNWJkyQTOoEjLG64&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1v4hPN_LOHI_D7Kl6XNELW3t-eDJYfDp76J3adTflruo&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cpmWMzpszZiDt-rif5KUXsVSChlut7hlYsz_fdHe-uM&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FpS0ebSot3AfuH5qq43D4GvRbf_tHnLCG7bZ3I8Jf-s&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LgVL3i90F0J2qN6Ykxto7FUCy2vFUzBIqNtBrWnfCSo&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-eA0mEenHUhCP-9FJ2-9a_oh70uqEAKbvrrSCq3MicE&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kLbTDtkfw0uzd0xgBIGKjnHpV5SThvvriyATkd40HUw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bfKCag6g572_z1zqinibBKwxacAZyiv6MSdgFMWkMow&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XC6wxWgIAzHN8K00_7P8owfUe9Wfo6Bof--Ki107sfA&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uxlniVwYV73XKcV9TldO1LHUboMCWgeEDYj28FTDw0o&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WE4oY5uirLeemtBcG1Gq3s0BpbhTaBm20xMNaMMqINA&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1e7O2pyXKBs65WnDCbS0d1Voq1FZAvmUMTGNcd1Yil4s&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1GKAJQAkHrlXStj3yxEDq71uo1xZYTIuCuADq7YrJi2g&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1UfoCvK8FFHdhrVltqczksgTSnE6RxGf_6nTYRTX833k&usp=drive_copy

Unit At-a-Glance- Condensed Lessons

Day19  p.249-259

Day 20 p. 272-282

Day 21 p. 297-306

Discuss Will's dramatic attitude shift and how
The Rules might have contributed to this shift.

(NY-7.R.6)

Lesson 19
Daily Overview

Lesson 19
Student Work

Reynolds plays with language and symbols in
three key ways. Explain what each reveals
about Will's feelings. (NY-7.R.4)

Lesson 21
Daily Overview

Lesson 21
Student Work

p. 260-271
Lesson 19
Slides

p. 283-296
Lesson 21
Slides

Post-assessment
Post-assessment Scoring Guide

Day 22 End-of-Unit Wrap-Up: Essential Question reflection

How does Frick’s point of view force Will to
confront difficult truths? (NY-7.R.6)

Lesson 20 Lesson 20 Lesson 20
Daily Overview Student Work  Slides

How does Shawn’s silence affect Will?
(NY-7.R.3)

Lesson 22 Lesson 22 Lesson 22
Daily Overview Student Work  Slides

Lesson 23 Lesson 23 Lesson 23
Daily Overview  Student Work  Slides

Lesson 24 Lesson 24 Lesson 24
Daily Overview  Student Work  Slides

Differentiated Materials

Differentiated Student Work

Spanish Translated Student Work

THE NATIONAL SUMMER
SCHOOL INITIATIVE

© NSSI 2025


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OrPSUSKDnNtmhU-FLzFYgsACAOemFIwmmf4sozj3-7k&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1k-ZLznuiVSG_c8aQOIrL-nnGfop9UmtjTAPQz5yKVEw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1xDTbDFoJvRppimQR3j83OrH29rcteMYxvO48n3iBwHc&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EycQ7uwYJz_fjUSQTGSmwlGNAiwlgTqXyipAgQd4450&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jkjYujZS1OvLRC9ePfzmJEor9sHtC7sF6OglnItIkbE&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CGhMY5M594auXccfLg06CxsU3sCbQhM5Y3a3SJ3TJH0&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1l97ZI_xW5rgTrdSVUhYQR0j5wdkakwPAItidKYjNm0I&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ERWQAhozYFVgeH2VnmbX1ykO0zMMaNuZo_KDhRxgZJA&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Q4Pt2JaTc9lJmiPDOGe6qkwDLbNbT_IASe8F76Ej1_Q&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1a6H7SiZ0c1PrvcbwjWs46udKaVoxi5iNENUUDjbLeG8&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14Cex4ySrSEv0B43H8_AUAAT1j6ha8AVy6lLyOIW6jGA&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uDUofMd5x_vtRifj4OVJdSSLNVpdqZxpSatlZ8LiVZY&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gl8nYg8tI_QDBh59JsumfWvyK5HECMQBozcRobJYXZQ&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1J_TDuoa5HWOofuHzuOhqRweWI3yGaTtNh1Uvxn8YnkU&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1MHVjOSBDVGrh4zgSAgeuE1lff1EUqXNFNRNdHXL1FoM&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VjG80WayzXtZEHdP6AvqTacP7h-Px8eG6ARtDI0Zs2o&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IfbDZFxsJOjbA1lrsNd-ahj2y31D6fRdm9xkfI30Bdc&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1T2zpvGoQBebDMluKJcFn9v7vE6Mi0X8K9XGtpS0orNs&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1c3NOBhDCKnm6e9A-5gUxDrB4mCNj9Ns4p1glE9RPzDs&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1d7xQnJyS8wKjFqdmM-DPR74EIw4dOUALH4f6mrd96uw&usp=drive_copy
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1K832dSmK_Rz0PNyE0ka9Q13lauwmopR-
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1z_pVwfQIsBMJge02tQEMmlMLOpZIqhOL

Appendix

Standards of Focus

Standard Description

NY-7.R.1 Cite textual evidence to
support an analysis of
what the text says
explicitly/implicitly and
make logical inferences.

NY-7.R.2 Determine a theme or
central idea of a text and
analyze its development
over the course of the text;

summarize a text.
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Students Should Know

e Good readers understand how details
presented in a text can support our own
ideas.

e Good readers know how to make
inferences about a text.

e Good readers know that multiple pieces
of evidence are needed to support an
idea.

e Good readers know that writers always
have a deeper idea or message they
want to impart through their work.

e Good readers know that authors use a
title to give clues about their messages
and criticism.

e Good readers know that authors can
develop key ideas by crafting
characters with differing opinions and
perspectives.

e Good readers know that all stories have
conflicts and resolutions, and that
authors communicate their message
through both conflict and resolution.

e Good readers know that authors
develop larger ideas and themes
throughout different places in a text.

e Good readers know that authors reveal
their beliefs by writing about how
individual characters are affected by
their surroundings, other characters and
major conflicts.
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Students Should Be Able to Do

e Good readers identify details that support
their idea or opinion about a text.

e Good readers connect details from a text
and our own understanding about the way
the world works to make educated guesses.

e Good readers use multiple pieces of
evidence to suppose an idea.

e Good readers recognize a topic of a text
first before thinking about an author’s
message or criticism about the world.

e Good readers recognize patterns when
authors repeat key ideas, topics and ideas
in order to understand a larger theme of a
text.

e Good readers examine how an idea is
represented at the beginning, middle and
end of a text section.

e Good readers look closely at major conflicts
and how they are resolved in order to
understand an author’s larger theme or
central idea.

e Good readers look closely at major conflicts
and how they impact individual characters.

e Good readers look closely at how a
character relates to their surroundings,
including other characters, their living
environment, their community and society
as a whole.



NY-7.R.3 e Analyze how particular
elements of a story or
drama interact (e.g.,
how setting shapes the

characters or plot).

NY-7.R.4 e Determine the meaning
of words and phrases as
they are used in a text,
including figurative and
connotative meanings.
Analyze

e the impact of specific
word choices on
meaning, tone, and
mood, including words
with multiple meanings.

NY-7.R.5 In literary texts, analyze
how structure, including
genre-specific features,
contributes to the

development of themes

and central ideas.

THE NATIONAL SUMMER
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Good readers know that authors create
dynamic characters that change and
evolve throughout a text in both positive
and negative ways.

Good readers know that all characters
have motivations and goals that
influence the way they talk, think and
act.

Good readers know that characters are
influenced by the people and culture
around them, in both positive and
negative ways.

Good readers know that authors include
character dialogue and actions in order
to communicate their unique
characteristics.

Good readers know that characters
respond differently to key moments and
plot points.

Good readers know that characters are
not always perfect or reliable.

Good readers know that writers use
similes and metaphors to illustrate
complex character emotions.

Good readers know that authors use
specific words and images to establish
different moods so we can have a
compelling reading experience.

Good readers know that the words
authors choose often have multiple
meanings, both literal and deeper.

Good readers know that poets make
intentional choices about where to
make a line break to establish rhythm
and mood.

Good readers know that a poem’s title
can provide clues as to what the
meaning and deeper meaning of a
poem might be about.

Good readers know that poets use
blank space to help a reader know how
to read a poem and when to pause.
They also use blank space to
emphasize a poem’s mood or a
speaker’s mindset.

Good readers know that the length of a
poem or a line offers insight into the
speaker’s mindset and emotional
experience.
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Good readers think critically about
protagonists by noticing how other
characters act around them and looking
closely at what other characters say and
think about them.

When characters make big decisions, good
readers know to look back to determine
how other characters and key plot points
influenced their choices.

Good readers examine how characters are
impacted by the world around them,
including individuals, their community and
society at large.

Good readers look closely at how
characters, like people, change in reaction
to the people around them.

Good readers question and evaluate
character decisions because they know that
a character’s actions and inner thoughts are
not always reliable.

Good readers look at a character’s
dialogue, actions and inner thoughts to
make inferences about who they are as a
person.

Good readers pay careful attention to
comparisons made in the text (like similes
and metaphors) and always ask
themselves: What does this tell me about
the character’s emotions?

Good readers pay careful attention to how
individual words and images in the text
make them feel.

Good readers pay careful attention to both
what a speaker says and how they say it in
order to identify the speaker’s tone.

Good readers zoom in on keywords that an
author uses to consider both the literal
meaning and any other associations or
feelings the word has.

Good readers recognize intentional line
breaks and break down their significance in
terms of mood, rhythm and inferences
about the speaker.

Good readers make predictions about the
meaning of a poem based on its title and
interpret the significance of poem titles.
Good readers recognize and analyze the
significance of blank space and ask
themselves: What idea or key point is being
emphasized?

Good readers recognize patterns in poem
or line length and analyze how they
contribute to the development of a speaker
or mood.



NY-7.W.1 Write arguments to support e Good writers know that an opinion is the e Good writers identify the topic or claim of

claims with clear reasons personal thoughts and understandings their opinion and make it clear.
and relevant evidence. of the reader of the text or topic. e Good writers use details and evidence from
e Good writers know that strong opinion relevant sources to prove their claim or
pieces include a claim that is an original topic sentence.
thought. e Good writers further prove their evidence by
e Good writers know that adding details including rationale that connects evidence
and evidence from the text supports the and the claim/topic sentence.
opinion.

e Good writers know that linking words
help the reader make connections
between the author’s thoughts and
ideas.

e Good writers know that opinion writing
includes analysis that connects
evidence and claim.
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