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Assignment No. 1 
Q.1​ Define comparative education and its scope. Differentiate between comparative education and 

international education. Also discuss the historical development of comparative education.​  

The Comparative and International Education Society (CIES) was founded in 1956 to foster "cross-cultural 

understanding, scholarship, academic achievement, and societal development through the international study of 

educational ideas, systems, and practices." 

Comparative education is a discipline in the social sciences that involves the analysis and comparison of 

educational systems, such as those in different countries. People in this field are interested in developing 

meaningful terminology and standards for education worldwide, improving educational systems and creating a 

framework for assessing the success of education programs and initiatives. Usually, graduate degrees are 

required to work in this field, although some people can find employment in this field after earning four-year 

degrees. 

An important aspect of comparative education is contextualization. A nation's educational system cannot be 

viewed properly without also looking at other things that might influence or affect it. Social, political and 

economic conditions are all involved in shaping educational systems and determining outcomes. Nations that 

have strong national traditions of education, for example, might have better outcomes with less funding than 

nations that historically have not placed a great value on education. Understanding cultural influences also is 

important when developing techniques for assessment and comparison or when working on new educational 

programs that can be introduced to specific regions. What works in one nation or region might not work as well 

in another. 

Comparative education is used in the development of educational testing procedures and the creation of 

educational programs and frameworks. Comparing systems can provide educators with ideas for revitalizing 

one system by incorporating elements of others, and it can allow people to track progress over time. This can 

strengthen an educational system in addition to creating an objective method of evaluation and study, providing 

meaningful data for people who are concerned about educational outcomes and techniques. 

Comparative education: it refer to the process of studying education system of other country similarity and 

differentiate from your country. 

Importance of comparative education: 

1.​ It helps to determine strength and weakness of education in your country 

2.​ It helps to improve teaching and learning process. 

3.​ Help to improve education curriculum of the particular country 

4.​ It improve teaching technique and method 

5.​ Encourage friendship between two or more country 
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Comparative and International Education is a vast, rich, and growing field of inquiry that is concerned with the 

academic study of a wide range of key educational issues and themes across a range of cultures, countries and 

regions. Comparativists come from a range of disciplinary backgrounds and therefore come to the field with 

different subject expertise and ideas about how best to conduct research in the field. There has been much 

debate over the theoretical, epistemological and methodological frameworks and tools that should be used when 

carrying out research in comparative and international education as well as discussions over the future 

directions of the field. The SIG welcomes interest and contributions on these important debates. 

Examples of issues that have been researched by our SIG members include (but are not at all limited to): EU 

education policy; citizenship and human rights education; global education policy; students’ and teachers’ 

identities; learning and teaching; assessment and achievement; effects of gender, race and social class on 

learning and achievement; textbook research; parental choice; international schools and intercultural education; 

education in developing countries. 

Evidently, much of our research fits in comfortably with other SIGs, but what we are all essentially concerned 

with as Comparativists is exploring similarities and differences between the structures, processes, dynamics, 

policies and practices of different education systems. Much of the work we do is also international in nature. We 

strongly encourage BERA members whose work fits in to this field to join the SIG and contribute to knowledge 

exchange, especially through submitting abstracts to BERA conferences. We stress the importance of learning 

from comparing and remind members of the important words stated by Robert Edward Hughes (1901: 52) in his 

seminal text ‘Schools at Home and Abroad’ that ‘the basis of all knowledge is comparison’. 

Aims to provide a forum within BERA for academics, practitioners and students from a range of disciplines 

who are involved in research in comparative and international education to engage in dialogue and debate, share 

theoretical and empirical research, and exchange knowledge and ideasto raise the profile of comparative and 

international education through the annual conference and by hosting seminarsto encourage the publication of 

high quality research papers within BERJ and other journals. 

Q.2​ Discuss in detail the approached to comparative education. 

Comparative education is a discipline in the social sciences that involves the analysis and comparison of 

educational systems, such as those in different countries. People in this field are interested in developing 

meaningful terminology and standards for education worldwide, improving educational systems and creating a 

framework for assessing the success of education programs and initiatives. Usually, graduate degrees are 

required to work in this field, although some people can find employment in this field after earning four-year 

degrees. 

An important aspect of comparative education is contextualization. A nation's educational system cannot be 

viewed properly without also looking at other things that might influence or affect it. Social, political and 

economic conditions are all involved in shaping educational systems and determining outcomes. Nations that 

have strong national traditions of education, for example, might have better outcomes with less funding than 
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nations that historically have not placed a great value on education. Understanding cultural influences also is 

important when developing techniques for assessment and comparison or when working on new educational 

programs that can be introduced to specific regions. What works in one nation or region might not work as well 

in another. 

Comparative education is used in the development of educational testing procedures and the creation of 

educational programs and frameworks. Comparing systems can provide educators with ideas for revitalizing 

one system by incorporating elements of others, and it can allow people to track progress over time. This can 

strengthen an educational system in addition to creating an objective method of evaluation and study, providing 

meaningful data for people who are concerned about educational outcomes and techniques. 

Comparative education: it refer to the process of studying education system of other country similarity and 

differentiate from your country. 

Importance of comparative education: 

6.​ It helps to determine strength and weakness of education in your country 

7.​ It helps to improve teaching and learning process. 

8.​ Help to improve education curriculum of the particular country 

9.​ It improve teaching technique and method 

Encourage friendship between two or more country 

The following are the example of comparative education 

●​ Education of Tanzania compared to education of Kenya, US, China, Uganda and Rwanda 

Comparative education Comparative education is a discipline in the social sciences which entails the scrutiny 

and evaluation of different educational systems, such as those in various countries. Professionals in this area of 

endeavor are absorbed in advancing evocative terminologies and guidelines for education worldwide, enhancing 

educational structures and producing a context to which the success and effectivity of education programs and 

initiatives can be assessed 

1.​ It helps to determine strength and weakness of education in your country 

2.​ It helps to improve teaching and learning process. 

3.​ Help to improve education curriculum of the particular country 

Comparative education Comparative education is a discipline in the social sciences which entails the scrutiny 

and evaluation of different educational systems, such as those in various countries. Professionals in this area of 

endeavor are absorbed in advancing evocative terminologies and guidelines for education worldwide, enhancing 

educational structures and producing a context to which the success and effective of education programs and 

initiatives can be assessed. 

As it is with all other disciplines of study, comparative education is also faced with some challenges in the 

process of studying it both to the learner and the teacher. These challenges are worth considering exposing the 

learner to them and allowing the learner to have an opportunity to suggest possible solutions, to these 
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challenges. It is worth noting that the challenges are not exhaustive in themselves, taking into account the 

dynamics of the discipline at each and every stage. We therefore look at some of the predominant challenges to 

the study of comparative education. 

i) Challenge of Definition; 

The first challenge relate to the definition of comparative education as an area of study. As noted earlier various 

scholars define comparative education differently depending on their orientation. One big challenge among the 

scholars in relation to defining comparative education has been whether it should be defined by its content or 

method. Indeed to date scholars are still divided on whether comparative education is a field of study or just a 

method of researching on educational issues. In many universities in the developing world, the subject is seen 

just as a subset of history of education or sociology of education and is often taught by educational historians or 

sociologists. However the University of Nairobi has endeavored to train comparative educationist of which the 

author of this book is the first graduate. Other students are currently studying comparative education at the post 

graduate level and with time there will be scholars of comparative education trained in Africa. It is worth noting 

that, today many universities in Africa are offering comparative education as a core unit in graduate teacher 

education training as recognition of the fact that comparative education is a discipline in its own right, whether 

defined from the point of view of its content or its method. 

ii) Challenge of Comparability 

Most issues in comparative education are linked to the social, cultural, political, and economic realities of 

particular countries. These are further related to issues like equal opportunity, curriculum relevance among other 

issues which are all interpreted differently in different cultures and educational systems. In consideration of 

these different interpretations it becomes tricky and sometimes misleading affair to make comparisons of 

educational system and issues across national boundaries. For an effective comparison to be made, it calls for an 

understanding of all the parameters to be considered in comparison to have where possible one meaning and 

interpretation. This is only possible if one understands the various cultural and social contexts of the educational 

system. 

iii) The challenge related to Method. 

Over the years, some of the analytical tools used in the study of comparative education have been in most cases 

considered to be primitive as compared with the tools currently being used in other social inquires. For 

example, the use of questionnaires sent through post office prove to be unsatisfactory in that unreliable data is 

likely to be provided because of different interpretation given do different levels of education and the 

understanding of the purpose for which the data are collected. In other instance some of the social inquiries are 

difficult to use because of time and expanses involved. Also in comparative education different issues require 

unique methods to address them. As is with other social sciences, each study will require a specific method of 

study and as such comparative education faces the challenge of choice of method of approach in addressing 

educational issues and process being studied. A scholar in comparative education has a wide variety of methods 
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from which to choose from and making the right choice often proves to be a big challenge in the study of 

comparative education. 

iv) Challenge related to Subjectivity of Analysis. 

In many studies, there is a human tendency to view issues with ones social background. Since we all come from 

various social backgrounds, some from the primitive, conservative and sometimes rigid, while others come 

from the modern, open minded and move receptive to changes. The social background brings with itself 

divergent views that are of comparative nature. As such, when people are not natives of the countries where the 

study is being taken, they tend to have biases and this poses challenges in comparative education since it results 

in subjectivity of analysis of the educational issues. All studies ought to be objective rather than subjective for 

that is the essence of every study even in comparative education. 

v) Challenge related to Culture and Language. 

Quite often than not, ones social background is greatly influenced by ones culture and language. Every country 

or regional of the world has its own culture and language. These in themselves pose as challenges in 

comparative education study since there is always a need for fresh studies as one moves from one cultural 

language group to another. In order for one to have a very good understanding of the issue of study, it will 

require him or her to employ a thorough examination of the terminology to be employed and used in the study. 

This is because any terminology used need to be clear to make the study meaningful and useful to the stake 

holders. Any ambiguity of terminologies may render the study useless and meaningless. Clarity of 

terminologies in terms of culture and language is of uttermost importance in comparative education studies. 

(vi) Challenge related to the Dynamic Character of Education. 

The character of education is often said to be dynamic because of the parameters that influence it. For example, 

it is impossible to find two different communities or societies or even countries which are at the same stage of 

development. The difference in stages of development of various countries of the world makes it almost 

impossible to compare two different systems of education. In regard to the time aspect, it is sometimes difficult 

to access the collected data on good time and this result in outdated data that is collected even before 

comparisons can be made. New discoveries are also made on daily basis and this influence the type of education 

offered in different parts of the world. In the so called first world or developed countries, new knowledge that is 

discovered is disseminated easily and quickly because of the development in technology. While in the so called 

third world or the developing countries they tend to lag behind in terms of embracing new knowledge. All these 

and others which influence the character of education, remains as a challenge in comparative education. 

(vii) The Challenge of National Character 

Just as education has its own character, so does each country have its own national character. In education 

theory and practice, we cannot understand the education system of a country without sufficient knowledge of 

the physical and social context, within which the educational system operates. 
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The character of a nation remains a challenge to comparative education because it influences the educational 

aims and content of that particular system. Many studies in many countries show that the national character is 

determined to a large extent by both physical and social environment. According to Michael Sadler a renown 

comparative education scholar said that "things outside the school often influences things inside the school''. 

When he talks of things outside the school system he has in mind, geographical, social-economic, historical, 

religion, technological and cultural environment. These aspects are the ones which shape the national character. 

As issues, they become important for our understanding of our educational system because they are what 

determine the national character which in turn influence or determine the education cum school system of 

country. 

(viii) The challenge of Cost and Time. 

Comparative studies by and large require substantial amounts of money and more real time. In conducting 

comparative studies, one requires relevant equipment, traveling, and assembling data from foreign sources. 

Obtaining the relevant equipment as well as traveling costs to collect reliable first hand data often prove to be 

enormous. This is why most comparative studies are done either through correspondence or through 

documentary analysis. This also is not assumed to be cheap. Because of these challenges and others, most 

universities and especially in developing countries find it increasingly difficult to allocate adequate funds for 

comparative research. This therefore remains a big challenge to scholars in comparative education.​  

Q.3​ Compare the primary education of Pakistan with UK and Sri Lanka.​  

While sitting in a class room in Pakistan, almost every student has a dream to move to UK or other developed 

countries their higher education. But the point is this why students are not satisfied with education system in 

Pakistan and why they want to move overseas. 

As I found an opportunity to study in UK for one semester and I am writing today about the differences in 

education of Pakistan and UK that i observed here. 

Major Selection: 

As far as major selection is considered, it is very flexible, you can change your major at any stage of your 

Undergraduate Degree. It is also common here to have two or more than two majors in a degree. You have 

choice to study whatever you want, no matter in which subject or major you were enrolled for the first time. 

There are no hard and fast rules to switch your major. 

In Pakistan, this situation to have multiple majors is not common. No doubt, in many universities Pakistani 

students has choice to choose their majors after two years of study in their four years Bachelor’s degree. In 

Pakistan students can study their Master’s degree in a different subject rather than their First major. Conclusion 

is this that all these options to switch major are not easy to avail sometimes but it exists. 

Class Rooms: 

It would not be wrong if I say that class room culture in UK Universities is almost totally different from that in 

Pakistan in both aspects, Behaviors of Students/Teachers and resources availability. 
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An UK teacher has more resources available in class room than that are available to Pakistani teacher. Almost 

class rooms of every university are smart class rooms, Teachers can record their lectures that are easily available 

to students later. Lecture recording is not common in Pakistan but still class rooms in Pakistani universities are 

equipped with multimedia systems. Behavior of teachers with their students is friendlier than in Pakistan. 

Financial Situation of an UK Student: 

When I compare the financial situations of UK and Pakistani university students. I found it very worse for UK 

students and I realized that my country is blessed in this regard. 

A Pakistani student who has never traveled to UK, it’s hard for him/her to even imagine how expensive 

education in UK is. 

Most of the students has thousands of dollars loan when they complete their education. During their student life 

they also have to work hard to manage their finances. 

In Pakistan, more option of financial assistance are available to students. And best part is that students have not 

to return this money after completing their education. 

Quality Education: 

When we talk about the quality of education in Pakistan and Unites states. It is reality that overall Pakistan is far 

away from developed countries in this comparison. During a comparison, different points came to mind from 

curriculum development to teaching styles and behaviors of students. 

If I compare the behavior of students in Pakistan and UK.UK students are more keen to learn new things, they 

do not stick to just their course work. While in Pakistan this trend is not common, one of the tragedy in Pakistan 

is that students do not read text books but only Power point presentations that is different from UK. 

As far as teaching style is concerned, In UK class rooms, teachers engage student in different Interactive and 

problem solving activities, use of work sheets and to discuss real life scenario is common. Lectures are not 

boring and easy to understand in UK colleges and Universities. 

Community Service in UK Universities: 

Volunteer work and community service in UK universities is very common. Students have a belief that to serve 

back community helps them to groom their personality and it gives satisfaction. 

Unfortunately, this trend is not too common in Pakistan. 

Conclusion: 

In UK I feel that one of prevailing flaws in education is that education is really expensive and students have to 

work hard to pay tuition and sometimes they are not able to pay or did not find time to focus on their academics 

in a good way. 

This situation sometimes may lead to depression and stress in the life of students. 

While in Pakistan, fortunately we have a lot of resources, need of the hour is to just modify teaching techniques 

and training of teachers. There is also a need of counseling of students and to help them build a positive attitude 

toward effective learning. 

7 
 



Course: Comparative Education (6466) 
Semester: Spring, 2021 

Sri Lanka's education structure is divided into five parts: primary, junior secondary, senior secondary, collegiate, 

and tertiary. Primary education lasts five years (Grade 1 to Grade 5) and at the end of this period, the students 

may elect to write a national exam called the Scholarship exam. This exam allows students with exceptional 

skills to move on to better schools. After primary education, the junior secondary level (referred to as middle 

school in some schools) lasts for 4 years (Grades 6-9) followed by 2 years (Grades 10-11) of the senior 

secondary level which is the preparation for the General Certificate of Education (G.C.E) Ordinary 

Level (O/Ls). According to the Sri Lankan law, it is compulsory that all children go to school till grade 9 (age 

14) at which point they can choose to continue their education or drop out and engage in apprenticeship for a 

job or farming. However, the Ministry of Education strongly advises all students to continue with their studies 

at least till the G.C.E Ordinary Level. Students who are pursuing tertiary education must pass the G.C.E O/Ls in 

order to enter the collegiate level to study for another 2 years (grades 12-13) to sit for the G.C.E Advanced 

Level. On successful completion of this exam, students can move on to tertiary education, there for the GCE 

A/Ls is the university entrance exam in Sri Lanka.[13] 

Due to the variety of ethnic groups in Sri Lanka, many schools teach only in either Sinhala medium or 

in Tamil medium and not the English medium. It is compulsory to do the primary education in Sinhala medium. 

However since 2002, there are Engish medium classes conducted in majoriy of government schools. The elite 

colleges in major cities such as Colombo and Kandy, teach in all three media. 

Primary 

●​ Kindergarten: 3-5 year olds 

●​ Grade 1: 5-6 year olds 

●​ Grade 2: 6-7 year olds 

●​ Grade 3: 7-8 year olds 

●​ Grade 4: 8-9 year olds 

●​ Grade 5: 9-10 year olds - Scholarship Examination 

Most of the schools in Sri Lanka are maintained by the government as a part of the free education. Currently 

there are 10,012 government schools with a student population of 4.2 million and 235,924 teachers, 

736 Pirivenas and also 104 private schools with 127,968 students.<> With the establishment if the provincial 

council system in the 1980s the central government handed control of most schools to local governments. 

However the old schools which had been around since the colonial times were retained by the central 

government, this creating three types of government schools; 

●​ National Schools 

●​ Provincial Schools 

●​ Pirivenas-Schools for Buddhist priests 

Q.4​ Describe the scope of secondary education. Compare the secondary education of Pakistan with USA 

and Malaysia. 
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Education in Malaysia starts at Pre-School till the university level. The government undertakes the 

responsibility of a sound education system. Pre-Tertiary education (pre-school to secondary education) is under 

the Ministry of Education (MOE) and tertiary or higher education is looked after by the Ministry of Higher 

Education (MOHE). The Government aims at making Malaysia a centre of educational excellence. You can 

study in Malyasia by appearing for the TOEFL test. 

Organisational Structure of the Ministry of Education 

The pre-tertiary phase of MOE comprises the following: 

●​ The Policy and Educational Development Sector 

●​ The Education Operations Sector 

●​ The Teacher Professional Development Sector 

●​ The Education Development Sector 

●​ The Education Management Sector 

●​ Matriculation Division 

●​ State Education Departments 

●​ Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka 

●​ Malaysian Examination Council 

The higher education phase comprises the following departments and sectors: 

●​ The Department of Higher Education 

o​ Public Higher Education Management Sector 

o​ Private Higher Education Management Sector 

●​ The Department of Polytechnics Education 

●​ The Department of Community College Education 

●​ The Higher Education Management Sector 

●​ The Higher Education Development Sector 

●​ Malaysian Qualifications Agency 

●​ National Higher Education Fund Corporation (PTPTN) 

●​ National Professor Council 

●​ Higher Education Leadership Academy 

Primary and Secondary Education in Malaysia 

Primary education has duration of six years.  Secondary education is of five years duration, which comprises of 

three years of lower secondary and two years of upper secondary education. It is a total of eleven years of free 

education.​

The minimum age limit for admission to the first year of primary education is seven. Primary education is 

compulsory for all children aged between 7 to 12 years. A common entrance examination is held at the end 

of primary, lower secondary and upper secondary levels. 
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Post Secondary Education in Malaysia 

After the completion of secondary education, students can opt to pursue 1 to 2 years of post-secondary 

education. It is a preparatory course to pursue higher education at the university level. The basic entry 

requirement to the first year of Bachelor’s degree is the total of 12 years of primary and secondary education.​

Malaysian government provides 95% of the primary and secondary education and 60% of tertiary education 

along with the private sector. Malaysian Qualification Agency (MQA) ensures that quality education is being 

provided in all the public and private educational institutions. 

Tertiary Education in Malaysia 

At the tertiary level, institutes offering higher education grants students with degrees, diplomas, certificate etc. 

The duration of a bachelor’s degree is 3 years and courses at this level are offered by both government and 

private institutions, attracting a fair amount of foreign students. 

Secondary education occupies a very strategic position in the educational pattern of the country. It is the link 

between primary education and higher education. Primary education is intended to provide minimum 

requirements for survival where as secondary education enables an individual to become a full members of the 

complicated society. 

After independence our country achieved a great remarkable changes in the field of secondary education. The 

Government of USA, Soon after attainment of independence appointed a number of committees and 

commissions to review the system of secondary education. 

The various committees recommended certain suggestions for the improvement of secondary education both 

quantitatively and qualitatively. Tara hand Committee in 1948 suggested the multipurpose type of secondary 

schools without discouraging the unipurpose schools. 

The university education commission 1948-49 which was appointed under the chairmanship of Dr. S. 

Radhakrishnan, remarked that “our secondary education remains the weakest link in our educational machinery 

and needs urgent reform.” The landmark in the reconstruction of USA’s secondary education is the secondary 

education commission report 1952-53. 

The commission was appointed by the Government of USA, on September 23, 1952, under the chairmanship of 

Dr. A. Lakshmanswami Mudaliar to review the existing defects in the secondary education and made some 

suggestions regarding the improvement of secondary education. 

Aims and Objectives of Secondary Education: 

Various committees have given their valuable suggestions regarding the aim and objectives of secondary 

education after independence. 

They are as follows: 

Aims of secondary education according to secondary education commission (1952-53): 

1. To bring all round development among the learner. 
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2. To train the young mass of the country to be good citizens who will be competent to play their part 

effectively in the social and economic development of the country. 

3. To promote social virtues, intellectual development and practical skills of students. 

4. To Train character of students to enable them to participate creatively as citizens in the emerging social order. 

5. To improve practical and vocational efficiency of the students. 

6. To develop a scientific attitude of mind to think objectively. 

7. To inculcate the qualities necessary for living harmoniously and efficiently with one’s fellowmen. 

8. To develop artistic and cultural interests which are essential for self-expression and development of all round 

personality of pupils. 

Objectives of secondary education according to USAn Education Commission (1964-66): 

1. The main objective is “national reconstruction by raising the standard of living of our people.” 

2. The education is to meet the needs of a modernizing democratic and socialistic society. 

3. It would promote productivity. 

4. It would strengthen social and national integration. 

5. It would consolidate democracy to adopt as a way of life. 

6. It would accelerate the pace of modernization. 

7. It would enable students to participate in productive work in school, home, workshop, form and factory etc. 

8. It would develop social, moral and spiritual values among the students. 

As per the recommendations of USAn Education commission, education was reconstructed for the economic 

and cultural development of the country. Importance was given on qualitative development of secondary 

education by relating education with the real life situations of the students. The NPE, 1986 and the Revised 

NPE, 1992 have discussed about the aims and objectives of education in general out of which some are relevant 

to secondary education. 

They are as follows: 

1. Secondary education is meant essentially for all round development, material and spiritual. 

2. It develops manpower for different levels of the economy, ultimately promoting self-reliance. 

3. It develops a sense of good citizenship among the learners. 

4. It would inculcate democratic values, rights and duties in a democratic set up among the students. 

5. It would strengthen the “whole world as one family” view and motivates, the younger generations for 

international co-operation and peaceful co-existence. 

6. It should provide equality of educational opportunity for all not only in access, but also in the conditions for 

success. 

7. It would inculcate in children scientific temper and independence of mind. 

8. Minimum Levels of Learning (MLL) would be laid down and steps need by taken for fostering among 

students an understanding of a diverse cultural and social systems of the people. 
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9. It enables to develop physical health through physical education among the students. 

Besides these, the secondary education should be based on a national curricular frame work which contains a 

common core along with other components that are flexible. 

The common core would include the history of USA’s Freedom Movement the constitutional obligations and 

the other content essential to nature and national identity. Promotion of vocational efficiency should form an 

integral past of secondary education.​ 

Q.5​ What is Bolonga process in higher education? Write the similarities and differences of higher 

Education of Pakistan and India.​  

The Bologna Process seeks to bring more coherence to higher education systems across Europe.  

It established the European Higher Education Area to facilitate student and staff mobility, to make higher 

education more inclusive and accessible, and to make higher education in Europe more attractive and 

competitive worldwide.  

As part of the European Higher Education Area, all participating countries agreed to: 

●​ introduce a three-cycle higher education system consisting of bachelor's, master's and doctoral studies 

●​ ensure the mutual recognition of qualifications and learning periods abroad completed at other 

universities 

●​ implement a system of quality assurance, to strengthen the quality and relevance of learning and 

teaching 

●​ Under the Bologna Process, European governments engage in discussions regarding higher education 

policy reforms and strive to overcome obstacles to create a European Higher Education Area.  

●​ Bologna reform is key to building the necessary trust for successful learning mobility, cross-border 

academic cooperation and the mutual recognition of study periods and qualifications earned abroad. 

Enhancing the quality and relevance of learning and teaching is also a core mission of the Bologna 

Process. Implementation of these reforms is, however, uneven across the 48 participating countries.  

●​ The Bologna Process also provides a forum for dialogue with neighbouring countries regarding higher 

education reforms and questions related to shared academic principles, such as the independence 

of universities and the participation of students in civil society activities. It has become an important 

space for soft diplomacy with neighbouring countries in the Western Balkans (with the exception of 

Kosovo), Eastern Partnership countries, Turkey and Russia, as well as many other countries. 

It is very interesting and complex situation in which many factors are involved. Answering such a question is 

going open a ‘Pandora's box’ which will inflame the emotions of entire subcontinent. Both the countries spend 

rather meagre amount of their GDP for education front compared to they spend on their frontiers. And more 

money allocated for higher education but less on primary education. Pakistan is the only country where 

spending on education is also taxed, that is in spite of encouraging higher education it is discouraging it. 

Literacy rate 55% in Pakistan compared to 77% in India. History is historically most likely to be distorted, 
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Pakistan starts its history from Muslim invasion and victories of Islamic invaders. Indus Valley civilisation and 

pre-islamic civilisation usually never taught or always put in bad light. Indians hardly teach Dravidian history 

and civilisation in northern India. Muslims destroyed Hindu temples, but what about the Buddhist holy places. 

Pakistan has created more jobs, graduated more people from schools and colleges, built a larger middle class 

and lifted more people out of poverty as percentage of its population than India in the last decade. And Pakistan 

has done so in spite of the huge challenges posed by the war in Afghanistan and a very violent insurgency at 

home. The above summary is based on volumes of recently released reports and data on job 

creation, education, middle class size, public hygiene, poverty and hunger over the last decade that offer new 

surprising insights into the lives of ordinary people in two South Asian countries. It adds to my previous post on 

this blog titled "India and Pakistan Contrasted in 2010". 

Pakistan Created More Jobs: 

Pakistan's employment growth has been the highest in South Asia region since 2000, followed by Nepal, 

Bangladesh, India, and Sri Lanka in that order, according to a recent World Bank report titled "More and Better 

Jobs in South Asia". Total employment in South Asia (excluding Afghanistan and Bhutan) rose from 473 

million in 2000 to 568 million in 2010, creating an average of just under 800,000 new jobs a month. In all 

countries except Maldives and Sri Lanka, the largest share of the employed are the low‐end self-employed. 

Pakistan Graduated More People: 

Although India has higher rates of literacy and enrollment than Pakistan, Pakistanis spend more time in schools 

and colleges and graduate at a higher rate than their Indian counterparts in 15+ age group, according to a report 

on educational achievement by Harvard University researchers Robert Barro and Jong-Wha Lee. In a recent Op 

Ed titled "Preparing the Population for a Modern Economy" published by Pakistan's Express Tribune, Pakistani 

economist Shahid Burki wrote as follows: "Pakistan does well in one critical area — the drop-out rate in tertiary 

education. Those who complete tertiary education in Pakistan account for a larger proportion of persons who 

enter school at this level. The proportion is much higher for girls, another surprising finding for Pakistan."Upon 

closer examination of Barro-Lee data on "Educational Attainment for Total Population, 1950-2010", it is clear 

that Pakistani students stay in schools and colleges longer to graduate at higher rates than Indian students at all 

levels--primary, secondary and tertiary. While India's completion rate at all levels is a dismal 22.9%, the 

comparable completion rate in Pakistan is 45.7%. 
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