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Unite & Rise 8.5 Wisconsin:
A Campaign to Defend Democracy
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Unite & Rise 8.5 aims to build a movement of 8.5 million individuals to unite and rise up against the
anti-democratic actions of this administration. Launching in May 2025 and running until the
2026 midterm elections, this initiative is part of our Women Defend Democracy campaign. Find
the LWVWI Unite & Rise 8.5 webpage HERE. For any questions, please contact Eileen
Newcomer: enewcomer@lwvwi.org
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Overview

The number 8.5 million is the estimated number of voters it would take to bring about
change through nonviolent protest. This is based on the following finding from the
Carr-Ryan Center for Human Rights:

“Nonviolent protests are twice as likely to succeed as armed conflicts...and those
engaging a threshold of 3.5% of the population have never failed to bring about
change.”

According to the University of Florida, approximately 245 million Americans were
eligible to vote in the 2024 general election. According to the above research, if 3.5% of


https://www.instagram.com/lwvwi/
https://www.facebook.com/LWVWI.ORG
https://twitter.com/LWV_WI
https://www.youtube.com/@LWVWI
https://www.tiktok.com/@lwv_wi?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://www.lwv.org/fighting-voter-suppression/women-defend-democracy
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-campaign-defend-democracy
mailto:enewcomer@lwvwi.org
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/carr/publications/35-rule-how-small-minority-can-change-world
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2024-11-15/how-many-people-didnt-vote-in-the-2024-election

these eligible voters — 8,575,000 people — engage in nonviolent protests, we will bring
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about meaningful change.

Messaging

Topline

1. Our country is in a constitutional crisis:

e The League defines a Constitutional Crisis as: When the executive, the

legislative, or judiciary branches cannot or will not adequately protect the US
Constitution, when there are explicit attempts to dismantle a functional
democracy within any of the three branches, or when any level of federal
government takes action to destroy democratic institutions in a manner that
intentionally or purposefully jeopardizes the US Constitution.

2. There are four pillars of Unite & Rise 8.5 from LWVUS:

Legal & Policy Advocacy: Challenge unconstitutional actions through
litigation, advocate for electoral integrity reforms at state and federal levels,
fight voter suppression, and protect due process.

Turn out millions for quick
activations and longer-planned activist campaigns, uplift local voices, and
partner with grassroots, national, and international organizations.

Civic Education & Engagement: Launch public awareness campaigns, expand
voter registration and turnout efforts, host educational forums, connect
policy to real-life impact, and equip people with tools to act.

Democracy Resilience: Build lasting infrastructure to protect democratic
values and institutions for the long haul.

3. LWVWI has four pillars as well, specific to our needs in Wisconsin:
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Unite & Rise Wisconsin Pillars:

1. Defend democracy & reject authoritarianism
2.  Empower people with their rights & stand united in solidarity
3.  Standing up to protect human rights including:

Protect voting rights

End mass deportation and keep families together
Protect reproductive rights

Protect LGBTQ+ rights

oo

4. Lay the foundation for a more just democracy in Wisconsin

Best Practices
e Messaging formula: Shared values (freedom to vote, unity) + problem (legislators who
don’t reflect our values/trying to erode voting rights/power-grab) + solution (standing
together to vote no, keeping our state moving forward)
e Say what is true rather than refuting what is not. Don’t give opposition claims any
airtime. Don’t repeat their hurtful and dehumanizing language.
e Avoid jargon and stay out of the weeds!

Social Media Messages
e Democracy needs YOU! Sign the Unite & Rise 8.5 pledge to receive updates, build
community, and take action! Join the movement: bit.ly/LWVWI-UniteandRise-Pledge

e Every voice matters. Every action counts. Stand with Wisconsin and join the
movement to protect our democracy. Learn more about Unite & Rise 8.5:
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-campaign-defend-democracy

e \We are facing a constitutional crisis. When our democracy is under threat,
silence is not an option. Unite, rise, and take action to defend our rights.
Subscribe to the Unite & Rise 8.5 newsletter to build community and learn of new
actions you can take:
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-campaign-defend-democracy#UR-
email-signup


https://bit.ly/LWVWI-UniteandRise-Pledge?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZ3hIb3BmUnJrMlpwUDJQVAEe4Q6B0xI53VcpfLeyCFrQz-hLivcopU_XFegdqs_nx6g2hkGdXJe2EM45tKI_aem_qUrM0eusDc88lWXHTVnTDA&brid=AjsxhpDizV4uy_YLui6QSg
http://bit.ly/LWVWI-UniteandRise-Pledge
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-campaign-defend-democracy
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Newsletter Blurb

Unite and Rise 8.5: Defending Democracy Together

Our country is facing a constitutional crisis that threatens the foundations of our
democracy. The Unite and Rise 8.5 campaign calls on all of us to take a stand. Sign the
pledge, get involved, and commit to daily actions that protect our rights and our
communities. No action is too small because every effort matters when it comes to
defending democracy.

Join the movement at:
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-campaign-defend-democrac

UNITE & RISE 8.5

Help mobilize your friends, family, and neighbors!
Join the movement, speak out, and help protect our democracy.
Your voice matters. Let's rise together!

>>Download - Newsletter header graphic

Graphics

>> view and download all graphics



https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-campaign-defend-democracy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BwUIMQzqHiHKBF6Ei-OS390CWSfUTfMw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uhQ80NicoUQz_URGUnsIkXd19EpehbZl?usp=drive_link
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'WARNING:
CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

UNITE & RISE 8.5
a movement to k/& o
activate & mobilize
8.5 million voices nationwide 0”k

to defend democracy.

Videos

e Unite & Rise 8.5 - LWVUS Campaign Overview
LWVWI - Know Your Rights and Protest Safety Webinar

Actions

How Can You Make Change? Unite and Rise 8.5 will fight for our democracy on multiple

fronts, from the courts to the streets. More actions will be outlined in the future, but as of

today, here are a few you can take:

e Share the webpage |
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-campaign-defend-democrac

e Donate to Unite & Rise 8.5

e Sign the pledge to Commit to Unite & Rise 8.5

e Signup tobe aleague in Action Circle Captain

e Beprepared to participate in rallies and protests, watch our webinar: Know Your

Rights and Protest Safety
e Take daily nonviolent action to hold power accountable


https://youtu.be/KcptR632oSM
https://youtu.be/uG5EZQeusPs
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-campaign-defend-democracy
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=CNVV764BG7XB4
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-commitment-form
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfD_VNPqun4oa3OD0_j5vdKfOH3EFpd8a58wpDa18axiFCbgQ/viewform?usp=header
https://youtu.be/uG5EZQeusPs
https://youtu.be/uG5EZQeusPs
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/daily-democracy-practices-league-members
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e Raise your voice about illegal deportations: join mobilizations around immigrant
rights and due process with organizations like the National Partnership for New
Americans, United We Dream

e Have a speaker join your event/meeting

o Email lwvwisconsin@lwvwi.org to inquire about speakers available
e Text your friends, family, and others in your network
o Sample message:
e Subscribe to LWVWI'’s Unite & Rise 8.5 newsletter to stay informed on more actions!
Actions from LWVUS

Speak up on the issues that matter.

Urgent: Demand an end to the government shutdown!
Oppose the federalization of DC!

Tell your representative to protect equal voting rights!

Reject the anti-voter SAVE Act!

Urge Congress to stand up for our democracy!

Demand passage of the Equal Rights Amendment!

Support Voting Rights Expansion!

Other Resources

League in Action Circle Captain’s Huddle Presentation Slides
Direct link to LWVWI Unite and Rise Logos
LWVWI - Resources and Actions to Protect Immigrant Communities

ACLU - Know Your Rights for Protesters
ACLU - Immigrants Rights



https://partnershipfornewamericans.org/
https://partnershipfornewamericans.org/
https://unitedwedream.org/
mailto:lwvwisconsiin@lwvwi.org
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-campaign-defend-democracy#UR-email-signup
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4153207/MzSqxO6M
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4153209/MzSqxO6M
https://donate.lwv.org/s/4153210/MzSqxO6M
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdonate.lwv.org%2Fs%2F3894586%2FBXS8zPb7&data=05%7C02%7Clmcgee%40lwv.org%7C0b78919a99934751ffaf08dde00978a0%7C90befbfe6dce4edfba8a35fb67131124%7C1%7C0%7C638913053502952940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XBjLId6xTpTuPa8jVT%2Fc4WK7b2sxbuh2pGaVxJFpl0E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdonate.lwv.org%2Fs%2F3894587%2FBXS8zPb7&data=05%7C02%7Clmcgee%40lwv.org%7C0b78919a99934751ffaf08dde00978a0%7C90befbfe6dce4edfba8a35fb67131124%7C1%7C0%7C638913053502965941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BRnk2m49Mdmwg9CW5TkSo73lUBft%2FZtw10YYZ8WlZG8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdonate.lwv.org%2Fs%2F3894588%2FBXS8zPb7&data=05%7C02%7Clmcgee%40lwv.org%7C0b78919a99934751ffaf08dde00978a0%7C90befbfe6dce4edfba8a35fb67131124%7C1%7C0%7C638913053502979046%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BSUp%2FrUS59rILayH2SaU2aRlh5DvQSouK7kSQ3Z3UQE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdonate.lwv.org%2Fs%2F3894589%2FBXS8zPb7&data=05%7C02%7Clmcgee%40lwv.org%7C0b78919a99934751ffaf08dde00978a0%7C90befbfe6dce4edfba8a35fb67131124%7C1%7C0%7C638913053502993380%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X%2FM29k2dae67eIWgar7BsHj%2BXEcgGMj8z54xL4IhKV0%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A3dwsMbiDJvoLk_nmqAplty7cX9JPN8FJggA_E7DX9E/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yZ-PYRKmht0oXLI9hgG8NiWTXcrwF8AN
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/resources-and-actions-protect-our-immigrant-communities
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/protesters-rights
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/immigrants-rights
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