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Joshua Hughes Bio:   
Josh’s experience spans trial and appellate advocacy, judicial clerking, and litigation, allowing 

him to bring a broad perspective to challenging issues. Josh’s first goal is always to understand a 

client’s objectives and then to develop a plan for what’s next: whether it’s litigation, 

investigation, or mediation. Armed with a plan, Josh will work hard to execute client goals and 

ensure a beneficial resolution for everyone involved. 

 

Prior to joining Dorsey & Whitney, Josh served as a law clerk at the Iowa Court of Appeals for 
the Honorable Judge David May prior to his appointment to the Iowa Supreme Court. In that 
role, Josh researched and analyzed complex issues in pending appellate cases. Josh drafted 
appellate opinions on all range of issues, including employment law, complex commercial 
litigation and contract disputes, and advanced torts. 
 
Josh received his juris doctor with highest honors from the Drake University Law School in 2021. 
While in law school, Josh was the Notes Editor in the Drake Law Review, Vice President of the 
Student Bar Association, and captain of the National Moot Court team. During law school, Josh 
also completed externships with Iowa Supreme Court Justice Brent Appel and the Iowa Attorney 
General’s office. Josh received his bachelor’s degree from Drake University in Law, Politics, and 
Society where he wrote his capstone thesis on the history of labor relations in the United States. 



 
Josh is actively involved in his community. As an alum himself, Josh supports the Iowa State Bar 
Association’s middle and high school mock trial program by volunteering time to judge and 
coach mock trial students. He is also a member of the Iowa State Bar Association’s Young 
Lawyer Division’s executive committee and diversity committee. Josh volunteers with the Des 
Moines Music Coalition and Capital City Pride, as well. 
 
 
 


