
Specific College Policies Regarding 
 Undocumented / AB 540 Students 

Notes:  

These colleges were selected because they promise to offer mostly grant aid (free 
money!) and limited loans.  However, some do not provide this assistance to AB 540 
students.  See the details for each college below.  We are still waiting to hear from the 
college if no information is provided.  

Current as of October 2009 – you are advised to contact your favorite colleges 
directly to make sure nothing has changed!  

Institution State Financial Assistance for Undocumented Students  

Amherst College  Massachusetts Financial Assistance provided as long as honest on Admissions. 

Arizona State 
University 

Arizona No support provided 

Bowdoin College  Maine Undocumented students are considered in the international students 
category and are awarded assistance based on need  

Brown University  Rhode Island Must apply as international student.  If accepted, will meet need.  BUT, 
admission for international students is “need aware” not need-blind. 

Bryan College  Tennessee Does not accept undocumented students 

Carleton College  Minnesota Limited aid available, considered international students 

Colby College  Maine Must apply as international student.  Only 8 international students 
admitted a year.  Rare for an undocumented student to qualify.   

College of the Holy 
Cross  

Massachusetts Not eligible for any financial aid 

College of William 
and Mary  

Virginia Only private loans 

Columbia 
University  

New York Assistance for all admitted students.  Must complete the CSS 
International Student Financial Aid Application. Admission is 
competitive. 

Connecticut 
University  

Connecticut Must Apply as International Student (no information provided on 
financial assistance) 

Cornell University  New York Can be eligible for limited need-based aid for International 
students. 

Dartmouth College New Hampshire Students are considered international, Must complete a CSS profile: 
NO FAFSA.  The university meets full need of students with 
employment, scholarships and/or loans Admission is competitive. 

Davidson College North Carolina No support provided 

Duke University North Carolina   

Emory University  Georgia Can apply for merit-based scholarships 
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Fairfield University  Connecticut Must apply as international student.  Does offer small amount of 
institutional aid.  Need to complete CSS Profile and FAFSA.  
Counselor can write in on behalf of student to obtain an application fee 
waiver 

Georgia Institute 
University of 
Technology 

Georgia Must apply as international student  

  

Harvard University  Massachusetts Undocumented students must file as international students. Guidelines 
at website: Harvard.edu.  All aid is based on need. Admission is 
competitive. 

Haverford 
University  

Pennsylvania Considered international student and eligible for full need-based 
financial assistance.  Only three spots available.  A summer savings is 
expected.  Fee waivers available 

Indiana University, 
Bloomington 

Indiana No financial aid assistance  

John Carroll 
University 

Ohio Only merit aid is awarded. Money is limited. 

Kenyon College Ohio   

Lafayette College Pennsylvania No financial aid assistance 

Lehigh University Pennsylvania Considered international student for financial aid purposed.  Aid is 
limited and competitive 

Massachusetts 
Institute of 
Technology 

Massachusetts Considered International student, must submit CSS profile.  Will meet 
full need-based aid.  Can send a letter detailing special circumstances 
or unusual expenses to financial aid. Admission is competitive. 

  

Miami 
University(Ohio) 

Ohio Eligible for merit-based scholarships 

Michigan State 
University 

Michigan No support provided 

North Carolina 
State University  

North Carolina   

Northwestern 
University  

Illinois Only need-based financial assistance available if student applies as 
international students.  Very competitive.  Not eligible for application 
fee waiver 

Oberlin College  Ohio Students are considered international. Must complete a CSS profile: 
NO FAFSA 

Princeton 
University  

New Jersey Full support provided! Admission is need-blind. Aid is awarded solely 
on basis of need. Need is met through grants, scholarships, other 
sources or campus jobs.  Application fee waivers available. Admission 
is competitive. 

Ripon College Wisconsin Eligible for merit-based scholarships.  Can submit paper FAFSA to 
college and receive partial need-based assistance. ($15,000-20,000), 
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application fee waivers available 

Rice University  Texas Considered International students and eligible for merit-based 
scholarships. 

Sacred Heart 
University 

Connecticut   

South Texas 
University  

Texas   

Swarthmore 
College 

Pennsylvania   

Tufts University Massachusetts Financial assistance awarded the same as international students. But 
it is competitive 

University of 
Arizona 

Arizona No support provided 

University of 
Chicago 

Illinois   

University of 
Connecticut 

Connecticut Only eligible for alternative loans 

University of 
Florida  

Florida  No need-based financial aid  

University of 
Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaig
n  

Illinois No support provided 

University of 
Louisville  

Kentucky No support provided 

University of 
Maryland, College 
Park 

Maryland No support provided 

University of 
Michigan , Ann 
Arbor 

Michigan No support provided 

University of 
Minnesota  

Minnesota No financial assistance but, you may qualify for a private loan or 
scholarship 

University of North 
Carolina, Chapel 
Hill  

North Carolina  Considered International Student, not eligible for UNC grants 

University of 
Pennsylvania  

Pennsylvania Only need-based financial aid is awarded when admitted  

University of New York Gives need-based financial aid to: U.S permanent Residents and 
Citizens, Refugees and Asylees, Canadian Citizens and Residents, 
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Rochester  Mexican Citizens  
http://enrollment.rochester.edu/financial/CMUC.shtm 

University of 
Tennessee 

Tennessee No support provided 

University of 
Vermont  

Vermont No support provided 

University of 
Virginia  

Virginia   

University of 
Washington  

Washington No support provided 

Vassar College  New York Undocumented students are accepted and helped the same and on 
the basis of those that are international students 
http://admissions.vassar.edu/finaid_faq.html#undocumented 

Washington 
University in St. 
Louis  

Missouri  http://admissions.wustl.edu/FinancialAssistance/international/Pa
ges/default.aspx Regard the website for international students 

Wellesley College  Massachusetts No support provided 

Wesleyan 
University  

Connecticut No support provided 

Williams College  Massachusetts Does provide need-based aid if admitted.  Must apply as international 
students.  Admission is competitive. 

Whitman College Washington Does provide need-based aid if admitted.  Must apply as international 
students.  Admission is competitive. 

Yale University  Connecticut Financial assistance based on need.  Must apply as international 
student.  Admission is competitive. 

California 
Universities 

 Financial Assistance for Undocumented Students 

Azusa Pacific 
University 

CA Can apply for merit-based scholarships which are based on SAT and 
GPA 

California Institute 
of Technology 

CA Need based aid given if admitted.  Must apply as international student.  
Admission is competitive. 

Claremont 
McKenna College 

CA Financial need is met if you are admitted. If they are unable to meet 
your need, admission is not offered.  Expect students to have a 
summer savings of $1,650.  Must complete CSS profile and hardcopy 
of FAFSA 

Pitzer College CA Offers one renewable scholarship (tuition, fees, room & board) for 
admitted AB540.  Requirements are: not permanent resident or UC 
citizen and born in Latin American country, attended CA HS for 4 yrs, 
min. 3.5 GPA, extracurricular and leadership activities, must be 
nominated by HS counselor 
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Pomona College CA Offers aid to all students who graduated from a U.S high school.  
Expect a $1,900 minimum family contribution (books & personal 
expenses). Must complete a CSS profile and submit tax returns and 
statements of earnings 

Loyola Marymount 
University 

CA Eligible for merit-based scholarships only 

Stanford University CA Students are met with full need and should apply as international 
students, But they will be considered domestic. School will meet 
student’s full need. Admission is competitive. 

Soka University CA Generous need and merit-based financial aid is available.  Students 
are all required to study abroad for 1 year.  Students need a passport 
and visa for this requirement. 

University of 
California(system-
wide)  

CA While the university cannot supply students with financial aid directly, 
each institution offers links for outside scholarships. Visit each school’s 
website for the links. 

University of 
Redlands 

CA No financial aid available, application fee waivers available 

University of 
Southern 
California 

CA Considered international students. No need-based aid or application 
fee waivers, but merit scholarships available.  
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