EB-5 Investment Amount

EB-5 Investment Amount — Understanding Capital Requirements for U.S. Residency

The Financial Cornerstone of Your U.S. Dream: An Overview of the EB-5 Investment
Amount

The EB-5 Immigrant Investor Program is fundamentally an economic development initiative that
provides a path to U.S. residency in exchange for a significant capital investment. The EB-5
Investment Amount is the financial cornerstone of your application and one of the most critical
requirements set forth by USCIS. This page provides a detailed exploration of the capital
requirements, helping you understand the standard investment threshold, the reduced amount
for investments in Targeted Employment Areas (TEAs), and the nature of the capital that
qualifies under the program. For a general overview of the program, please see our Main EB-5

Hub Page.

The Two Tiers of Investment: Standard vs. Targeted Employment Area (TEA)
The EB-5 program has a two-tiered investment structure. The amount of capital you are
required to invest depends on the location of the new commercial enterprise in which you invest.

. Standard Investment Amount: $1,050,000 This is the required investment amount for most
EB-5 projects. Any investment in a new commercial enterprise that is not located within a TEA
must meet this minimum threshold.

. Targeted Employment Area (TEA) Investment Amount: $800,000 To encourage investment
in areas that need it most, the program allows for a lower investment amount for projects
located in a TEA. A TEA is defined as a rural area or an area that has experienced high
unemployment. For more details on what qualifies as a TEA, please visit our Targeted
Employment Area (TEA) page.

More Than Just Money: Defining “Capital” in the EB-5 Context

Under the EB-5 program, “capital” is not limited to just cash. USCIS defines capital as cash,
equipment, inventory, other tangible property, cash equivalents, and indebtedness secured by
assets owned by the immigrant investor, provided that the immigrant investor is personally and
primarily liable and that the assets of the new commercial enterprise upon which the petition is
based are not used to secure any of the indebtedness. All capital shall be valued at fair market
value in United States dollars. This broad definition provides a degree of flexibility, but it is
crucial that the valuation of any non-cash assets is well-documented and defensible.

The “At-Risk” Requirement: A Fundamental Principle of the EB-5 Investment
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A core requirement of the EB-5 program is that the invested capital must be “at risk.” This
means that the investment must be placed in a new commercial enterprise with the objective of
generating a return, and that the investment is subject to both gain and loss. The “at-risk”
requirement does not mean that the investment must be speculative or unwise, but it does
prohibit arrangements where the investor is guaranteed a return of their principal. This is a key
distinction between an EB-5 investment and a simple loan. Your Form 1-526 petition must
clearly demonstrate that your capital is truly at risk.

Sustaining Your Investment: A Requirement for Permanent Residency

The EB-5 journey does not end with the initial investment. To obtain a permanent Green Card,
you must sustain your investment throughout the two-year period of your conditional permanent
residency. This means that your capital must remain invested in the new commercial enterprise
and continue to be “at risk” until your Form 1-829 petition to remove conditions is filed and, in
some cases, adjudicated. This long-term commitment is a fundamental aspect of the program
and one that requires careful planning and management.

The Importance of a Lawful Source of Funds

Equally as important as the investment amount is the requirement to prove that your capital was
obtained through lawful means. This is a critical component of the EB-5 application and is
examined in detail by USCIS. You must provide a comprehensive and well-documented history
of your investment funds. For a detailed explanation of this requirement, please see our page on
EB-5 Source of Funds & Regional Centers.

Strategic Planning with Expert Guidance

Understanding and meeting the EB-5 investment amount requirements is a complex
undertaking. It requires careful financial planning, meticulous documentation, and a deep
understanding of USCIS regulations and policy. Working with experienced legal counsel is
essential to ensure that your investment is structured in a compliant manner and that your
application is positioned for success. An expert EB-5 attorney can help you navigate the
complexities of the capital requirements, from valuing non-cash assets to documenting the
lawful source of your funds, ensuring that the financial cornerstone of your American dream is
solid and secure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current minimum EB-5 investment amount?
The standard minimum investment is $1,050,000. This is reduced to $800,000 for investments
in a Targeted Employment Area (TEA).

Can | use a loan to finance my EB-5 investment?

Yes, you can use a loan to finance your investment, provided that the loan is secured by your
own personal assets and that you are personally and primarily liable for the debt. The assets of
the EB-5 enterprise cannot be used to secure the loan.

What does it mean for my investment to be “at risk”?
It means that your capital must be subject to the risk of loss. You cannot have a guaranteed



https://sites.google.com/gsite.ws/global-immigrationpartnerspllc/eb-5-green-card-by-investment/form-i-526
https://sites.google.com/gsite.ws/global-immigrationpartnerspllc/eb-5-green-card-by-investment/form-i-829
https://sites.google.com/gsite.ws/global-immigrationpartnerspllc/eb-5-green-card-by-investment/source-of-funds-regional-center

return of your principal investment. The investment must be made with the intention of
generating a return, but there can be no guarantees.

Do | have to keep my money invested for the entire EB-5 process?

Yes, you must sustain your investment throughout your two-year conditional residency period,
up until your Form [-829 petition is adjudicated. This demonstrates your ongoing commitment to
the U.S. economy.

How do | know if my investment is in a TEA?

TEA designation is determined by USCIS based on geographic location and unemployment
data. Our team can help you verify the TEA status of a potential project. For more information,

visit our Targeted Employment Area (TEA) page.
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CONTACTUS

You can reach us at :
Global Immigration Partners PLLC

1717 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20006, United States
+1 267 507 6078

Website

Visit our Website here :

https://globalimmigration.com/services/eb5visa/
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