
Compare/Contrast Apologies 
 
​ Sadly, there have been many notable people being blamed for sexual harassment 
recently. Consider the apologies below. Colormark similarities. Colormark differences. 
 
Harvey Weinstein 
I came of age in the ’60s and ’70s, when all the rules about behavior and workplaces were different. That 
was the culture then. 

I have since learned it’s not an excuse, in the office — or out of it. To anyone. 

I realized some time ago that I needed to be a better person, and my interactions with the people I work 
with have changed. 

I appreciate the way I’ve behaved with colleagues in the past has caused a lot of pain, and I sincerely 
apologize for it. 

Though I’m trying to do better, I know I have a long way to go. That is my commitment. My journey now 
will be to learn about myself and conquer my demons. Over the last year, I’ve asked Lisa Bloom to tutor 
me, and she’s put together a team of people. I’ve brought on therapists, and I plan to take a leave of 
absence from my company and to deal with this issue head on. I so respect all women, and regret what 
happened. I hope that my actions will speak louder than words and that one day we will all be able to earn 
their trust and sit down together with Lisa to learn more. Jay Z wrote in 4:44 “I’m not the man I thought I 
was, and I better be that man for my children.” The same is true for me. I want a second chance in the 
community, but I know I’ve got work to do to earn it. I have goals that are now priorities. Trust me, this 
isn’t an overnight process. I’ve been trying to do this for 10 years, and this is a wake-up call. I cannot be 
more remorseful about the people I hurt, and I plan to do right by all of them. 

Charlie Rose 
In my 45 years in journalism, I have prided myself on being an advocate for the careers of the women 
with whom I have worked. Nevertheless, in the past few days, claims have been made about my behavior 
toward some former female colleagues. It is essential that these women know I hear them and that I 
deeply apologize for my inappropriate behavior,” he continued. “I am greatly embarrassed. I have 
behaved insensitively at times, and I accept responsibility for that, though I do not believe that all of these 
allegations are accurate. I always felt that I was pursuing shared feelings, even though I now realize I was 
mistaken. I have learned a great deal as a result of these events, and I hope others will too. All of us, 
including me, are coming to a newer and deeper recognition of the pain caused by conduct in the past, 
and have come to a profound new respect for women and their lives.” 
 
Matt Lauer 
There are no words to express my sorrow and regret for the pain I have caused others by words and 
actions. To the people I have hurt, I am truly sorry. As I am writing this I realize the depth of the damage 
and disappointment I have left behind at home and at NBC. "Some of what is being said about me is 
untrue or mischaracterized, but there is enough truth in these stories to make me feel embarrassed and 
ashamed. I regret that my shame is now shared by the people I cherish dearly.Repairing the damage will 
take a lot of time and soul searching and I'm committed to beginning that effort. It is now my full time job. 
The last two days have forced me to take a very hard look at my own troubling flaws. It's been humbling. I 
am blessed to be surrounded by the people I love. I thank them for their patience and grace. 
 



 


