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For many years, in their conversation about the pre-1975 education in South
Vietnam, especially when referring to high schools, the overseas Vietnamese people
only mentioned the big ones such as Petrus Ky, Gia Long High schools in Sai Gon, or
Nguyén Dinh Chiéu, L& Ngoc Han High Schools in My Tho, or Phan Thanh Gién, Poan
Thi Piém High Schools in Can Tho, or Quéc Hoc, Bdng Khanh High Schools in Hué.
They almost never mentioned Thi Blrc Demonstration High School (TDDHS), directly
under the jurisdiction of the Faculty of Pedagogy, University of Sai Gon (FPUSG),
although this school was opened in 1965, and thus had existed for ten years, and, in
fact, had made important contributions to the Republic of Vietham’s (RVN) educational
system. The author of this article, having worked at this school for five years
(1966-1971), both as Teacher of Social Studies (i.e., History & Geography) and
Librarian, is trying to introduce the main features of this school, which caused it to
become the symbol of the real modern educational policy and teaching method of the
RVN.

ESTABLISHMENT OF TDDHS

The foundation of the educational system of the independent Vietham was firmly
laid in 1945 under the first Vietnamese Government of Prime Minister Tran Trong Kim
by Minister of Education Hoang Xuan Han. Vietnamese was used in teaching but the
whole system, “hé thdng té chirc, té chirc thi ctr, va chwong trinh hoc van giip
dwoc nhikng nét chinh cua chwong trinh Phap.” " (translation: organization
structure, examination system, and instructional program were following the main
characteristics of the French program). Under the First Republic, there was a national
conference on education in 1958 called “Héi Thdo Gido Duc Toan Québc.”
(translation: National Educational Seminar). It was this national education seminar that
created the Vietnamese educational philosophy with the three following principles: Dan
toc, Nhan ban, va Khai phong (translation: National, Humanistic, and Open). The
second national educational seminar, organized in 1964, re-confirmed these three
principles, with a minor change: the third principle was changed from Khai phéng
(Open) to Khoa hoc (Scientific).”! It was exactly during this period of time that we
witnessed the appearance of several published articles discussing “a new educational
system” for the RVN. The FPUSG has taken a further step, not just involving in the



discussion of that issue, but implementing a concrete educational project: establishing
the TDDHS. In the Dw An Pai Cwong (translation: General Project), submitted to the
academic council of the FPUSG, Professor Dwong Thiéu Téng, the first Principal of the
TDDHS, has stated:

“Chworng trinh dy chi c6 thé thwe hién khéng phai bang nhikng cudc ban céi vé ly thuyét ma phai
la két qua cua cdc cudc nghién ciru va thi nghiém.” !

(translation: Such a program can only be achieved not by theoretical discussions but by
the results of research and experimentation.)

It was pretty obvious that the TDDHS would be the place for that research and
experimentation program. And, in fact, the TDDHS, seen from any angle, from its
educational philosophy, its evaluation system (examinations), to its physical facilities, its
instructional staff, its method of teaching and learning, represented everything totally
new, never-existing in Vietnam in general, and in the RVN in particular, resulting from a
research and experimentation program for a “new education” in the RVN.

The RVN’s Ministry of Culture and Education officially approved the
establishment of the TDDHS by the following two decrees:

“Trirong Trung-hoc Kiéu-Mau Thu-Burc trwre thudc Pai-Hoc Sw-Pham Saigon la mét Trrong
Trung-Hoc Dé-Nhj-Cap thiét Iap do Nghj-dinh sé 945-GD/PC/ND stra déi béi nghj dinh sé
840/GD/PC/NP, ngay 12-6-1965 ctia Bé Vin-Hoéa Gido-Duc.”

(translation: The Tha Blrc Demonstration High School, under jurisdiction of the Faculty
of Pedagogy, University of Sai Gon, is a Senior High School established by Decree No.
945-GD/PC/ND modified by Decree No. 840/GD/PC/ND, dated June 12, 1965, issued
by the Ministry of Culture and Education.)

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY OF TDDHS

Based on the evaluations by the educators during the twenty years since our
country became independent (1945-1965), and the two national educational seminars of
1958 and 1964, resulting in the three main basic principles (National, Humanistic, and
Open, later changing to Scientific), Professor Dwong Thiéu Téng, having made the two
following obvervations: [©

® Hoc dwong tich roi véi xa héi, kién thirc tich réi véi thuee té (translation:
schools separated from society, knowledge separated from reality)

® Thiéu sw hwéng dan do d6 tré khéong dwoc phat trién theo ding kha ndng
(transation: Lack of guidance, children cannot develop themselves
according to their capacities)

recommended the following educational philosophy for the TDDHS:



“Phwong phdp gido duc méi & cdc nwéc tan tién hién nay dwa trén nguyén tic cia Khoa Tam Ly
gido duc. Tré khdc nhau vé kha nang (ability), hirng thu (interests) va phai dwoc phét trién toan
dién (full development). Dwa trén nguyén tic 4y hoc dwong va phwong phdp gido duc phai lam
sao dit trong tdm vao viéc tim hiéu hwéng dan va phat trién kha ndng va sé thich cua tré. Do dé,
bén canh 16i gido duc phé théng, phai c6 gido duc hwréng nghiép dé chuéan bi cho thanh thiéu nién
¢6 sdn ndng khiéu va hirng thu cé thé lwa chon nghé nghiép thich hop sau nay; nhw vay tranh
dwoc sw lang phi vé nhan lwc nhw da néi & trén va tao nén sw quan binh vé cdc nganh hoat déng
Vian Héa, My Thuét, Kinh té vv.... trong xa héi Viét Nam twong lai.”!"!

(translation: The new instructional method in developed countries is currently based on
Educational Psychology. Children are different by their abilities and interests, and
should be helped to have full development. Based on this principle, schools and
instructional methods should be focused on understanding and helping children develop
their abilities and interests. Therefore, beside the general education, there should also
be career-oriented education in order to help children improve their skills and interests
so that they would be able to choose appropriate professions in the future; and, thus,
we could avoid the above-mentioned waste of human resources and create a balance
for Cultural, Artistic, Economic ... activities in the future Viethamese society.)

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM OF TDDHS

The instructional program implemented at the TDDHS was totally based on the
educational philosophy just mentioned. More specifically, its instructional program was
a comprehensive one, comprising two distinct parts:

e General education: including all disciplines being taught in high
schools all over the country, such as, Philosophy (only for Grade 12),
Vietnamese language, Foreign Languages (English and French),
History-Geography (under new name of Social Studies), Mathematics,
Physics-Chemistry, Biology, and Arts-Music-Physical Education (only
for the first-cycle classes)

e Career-oriented education: including Agriculture, Industrial Arts,
Business, and Home Economics

The career-oriented education had the following objectives: [©

e Providing solution for the contemporary educational system having the
following weaknesses: “totally theoretical, rote learning, impractical, not
helping youth get ready for life” by equipping students with “needed
basic skKills ... to complement the theoretical knowledge.”

e Meeting the needs of Viethamese economy, getting rid of the obsolete
concept of “si, nbng, céng, thwong” (translation: scholars, farmers,
artisans, merchants), training middle-level technicians for all trades.

e Meeting ‘“the technical challenges of the twentieth century ... the
century of mechanical civilization.”



e Helping students “to suppress the contempt for manual labour work, to
understand clearly the importance and value of all trades,” and also “to
learn how to organize work, to understand team spirit, and to maintain
good working relationships with team members.”

e Career-oriented education was not aimed at producing specialists; its
objective was only to provide students with all the needed knowledge
and information so that it would be easier for them to choose the right
professions in the future.

Based on these objectives, the importance of the main disciplines in the
career-oriented education, Industrial Arts, Home Economics, and Business, was clearly
defined with their contents being designed as follows:

Industrial Arts: (from now on, referred to as IA)

e Importance: ¥
o |A helping students know how to use, repair, and even make
machines and tools
o |A helping students grasp the importance and value of machines
and tools for in-house use, and know how to fix them, avoiding
waste
o |A helping students obtain a solid base to attend technical
schools or higher educational institutions in engineering after
their completion of secondary education
o |A also helping students develop their creativity, sharpen their
initiatives, and grasp team work technique
e Specific contents: [
o Technical drawing: including all kinds of drawings
= Mechanical drawing
= Geometrical drawing
= Architectural drawing
= Decorative drawing
= Metalworking drawing
o Light industries:
= Wood: characteristics of wood, house wooden things and
furniture
= Electricity: domestic electricity, home appliances, radio,
TV
= Printing: movable type assembling, newspaper printing,
film processing, zincography
= Arts and crafts: crystals, ceramics, tanning, plastics
o0 Heavy industries:
= Metalworking: hot (foundry, metallurgy ...), and cold



= Energy and mechanics: natural energy (wind, water, coal
...), engines (combustion engines, Honda scooter
repair...)

o Instructional program distribution:

= Grades 6 + 7: introduction to |IA, general principles, role
of the consumer, basic knowledge of production and
materials (focus on technical drawing)

= Grades 8 + 9: basics on hand tools, skills needed in
machine shops

= Grade 10: focus on heavy industries

= Grades 11 + 12: principles of self-production; selection of
a career in technical colleges; national resources; shop
organization and manpower

Home Economics: (from now on, referred to as HE)

e Importance: """ HE provided girl students with women’s basic
knowledge in the following areas:
o Foods
Nutrition
Fabrics and sewing
Child care
Health care for self, children and elders in family
House care and decoration
Marriage preparations; relationships between individuals, family,
and community
e Program distribution for grades !'?
o Grade 6:
= Self care: health and clothes
= Sewing and Fabrics |
= Food and Nutrition |
» Responsibilities in family
o Grade7:
= Self improvement
= Care of appearance
= Sewing and Fabrics Il
= Food and Nutrition Il
= Utilization of money, time, and energy

O OO O OO

o Grade 8:
= Sewing and Fabrics Il
= Laundry

= Care of sick and older people
= Food and Nutrition IlI
= Self and family



o Grade 9:
= Fine art in daily life
= House and household things

= Child care
= Professions and the female sex
o Grade 10:

= Family budget
= Family expenses
= Family management

= Sewing
o Grade 11:
* Preparations for conjugal life
= Child care
= Child food
o Grade 12:

= Youth in community life
» Household issues in family life and community life
= Family food

Business Education: ["* (from now on, referred to as BE)

o For thousands of years, Vietnamese people believed in the
social class system of “Si, Néng, Céng, Thuong” (translation:
Scholars, Farmers, Workers, Merchants) leading to the current
situation of the economy in general and business in particular
being under the total control of foreigners

o To get rid of that situation, BE should be included in the general
secondary education program, classed at the same rank with
other disciplines such as literature, science, and mathematics;
students should be provided with the needed knowledge to
understand practical economic problems that are useful in the
daily life

o BE would help students understand the importance of business
in the wealth of the nation

o BE would also help student become good citizens having basic
useful business skills such as typing, accounting, shorthand,
sales, etc.

In addition to the above-mentioned general and career-oriented instructional
programs, the TDDHS also had a number of extra-curricular departments, which were
very active and made good contributions to the effective learning of the students. The
first one was the Guidance and Counselling Department headed by Mr. Pham Van
Quang with the assistance of Ms. Dwong Thiy Ngan and Ms. Mai Thi Thanh. This
Department provided students with assistance in my areas such as: studying (e.g.



selection of elective courses), career orientation, psychological and/or family problems,
etc. It also worked hand in hand with the other two extra-curriculum departments: the
Moral Education Guidance Department (with Mr. Nguyén Nha as Head, and Ms. Huynh
Thi Bach Tuyét, Ms. Dwong Thi Kim Son, and Mr. Pham Van Quang as members), and
the Student Activities Department (headed by Mr. Tran Ngoc Ban). TDDHS reserved
every Thursday afternoon for these student activities, which also included Boy and Girl
Scout activities under Scout Chiefs Dwong Van Héa, Huynh Van Nhi and Duwong Thi
Kim Son.

EVALUATION SYSTEM OF TDDHS

The TDDHS was the first high school in the RVN that completely switched from
the number-grading system (from 0 to 20) to the letter-grading system (A, B, C, D, and
L) as follows: '

A: Excellent
B: Good

C: Satisfactory
D: Pass

L: Fail

Piém | Diém sb | Diém sd |Biém s6 |Diem sb
Chir Trung (Thang |Bach (Thang
binh 40) phan % 20)

A 35-4 |32-40 100%

B |dwdi 3,5|28- 31

26 -

C |duei 26| 24- 27 |
18 =

D |dwsi16 | 18- 23
0,7 - :

L |dwéio7 |00- 17
0.0 -

Grade Equivalence Conversion Table

The weekly or monthly assignments and final examinations were “soan chi yéu
dwéi dang trac nghiém véi nhiéu kiéu khdc nhau: dién khuyét, chon Iwa, tra I
van tat.” ¥ (translation: mostly prepared in the form of different types of multiple choice
tests: fill-up, selection, short answers).

“Hoc sinh dwoc chon vao trwong trén can ban thi tuyén tw do va canh
tranh. Trweoong Trung Hoc Kiéu Mau Tha Buc di tién phong trong viéc ding dé thi
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trdc nghiém trong viéc khdo thi. Muén Ién I6p 12, hoc sinh phai ddu bang Hoan
Tat My Man Lép 11. Mudn tét nghiép 16p 12, hoc sinh phai dau ky thi Chirng Chi
Thanh Chung Trung Hoc Téng Hop (sau nay déi tén thanh Tu Tai Téng Hop). Vi
ly do thir nghiém cua chwong trinh gido duc téng hop, hai ky thi trén dwoc té
chirc trong trwong theo diung tinh than cdc nghi dinh cia Bé Gido Duc, cé thém
phan thi van ddp nhiéu mén hoc. Céach cham diém cua céc ky thi nay c6 phan
khé hon 16i cham diém trong cdc ky thi Ta Tai phé théng bén ngoai. Hai bang
nay dworc coi la twong dwong va hwéng cung quyén Igi nhw van bang Ta Tai l va
Ta Tai 11.” 1

(translation: Students were selected through a free and competitive entrance
examination. The Tha Bdc Demonstration High School was the first one to apply an
examination system using multiple choice tests. In order to be accepted to Grade 12,
students must pass the certificate of Hoan Tat My Man Lép 11 (Successful Completion
of Grade 11). In order to graduate from Grade 12, students must pass the examination
for Chirng Chi Thanh Chung Trung Hoc Téng Hop (Certificate of Completion of
Comprehensive Secondary Education). These two examinations, having both written
and oral parts, were organized at the school, following exactly the spirit of the two
decrees of the Ministry of Education establishing the school to experiment the
comprehensive secondary education. The grading system applied in these two
examinations was more rigid than the one applied in the two regular nation-wide
Baccalaureate examinations. The two certificates were officially considered as
equivalent to the Baccalaureate | and Baccalaureate |l Diplomas.)

PHYSICAL FACILITIES OF TDDHS

Panoramic view of TDDHS

“Trwong Trung hoc Kiéu Mau Thu dirc dworc xdy dwng trong Khu Trung Tam



Dai Hoc Thu Dire, cach dwong Xa 16 Bién Hoa khoang 1.000 m va cach trung tam
Saigon khoang 16 km, thuéc xa Linh Xudn Thén, Quan Tha Birc, tinh Gia Dinh
(nay la Q.Tha Dirc, Tp.HCM). Dién tich xay cat khu trrong la 5.107 m2 (ké ca khu
trwwong méi caa Pai hoc Sw pham Saigon) trén khuén vién khoang 5 ha. Kinh phi
xay dwng la 40 triéu déng cho xay cat ca khu (tai khéa 1963), 6 triéu déng cho
trang bi ban ghé cho cédc I6p hoc va vdn phong, trang bj so’ khéi cho céc Phong
Thi Nghiém. (tai khéa 1964).” ['"!

(translation: The Tha Bwc Demonstration High School was built in the Tha Buc
University Center, about 1000 m off the Bién Hoa Highway, and about 16 km from
Saigon downtown, within Linh Xuan Thoén village, District of Tha B¢, Province of Gia
Dinh (currently District of Tha Buc, H6 Chi Minh City). The built area was 5,107 square
meters (including the part for the new location of the Faculty of Pedagofy, University of
Sai Gon) on a 5-hectare campus. The total cost was 40 million Dong for its construction
(Fiscal Year 1963), plus 6 million Dong for furniture in classrooms, offices, and
preliminary laboratory equipment (Fiscal Year 1964).)

In 1965, when the construction was just completed, the TDDHS was the high
school with the most massive and the most impressive physical facilities in the RVN.

This massive and impressive school was designed by Mr. Ngé Viét Thu, the most
famous architect of the RVN, who had obtained the prestigious Prix de Rome award in
1955, and who also later designed the newly rebuilt Independence Palace (Dinh Bbc
Lap), official residence of the President of the RVN under the Second Republic. The
construction of the school began on May 26, 1963 and was completed on March 30,
1964.

Aerial photo of TDDHS taken in 1965 when its construction was just completed

Note: 1) Building A (new location of FPUSG)




2) Auditorium, and Buildings B, C, and D all belonging to the TDDHS

Later, in 1971, the TDDHS received a grant from USAID (Unitec States Agency
for International Development) to build a new and very large club - cafeteria capable of
seating around 600 students:

Club — cafeteria of TDDHS added in 1971

With such physical facitities, the TDDHS had the capability of having classrooms
appropriately equipped for specific subjects taught according to the comprehensive
education program implemented:

e Classrooms for IA: with machines needed for each of the subjects like
Technical Drawing, Woodworking, Electricity, Printing, etc.
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e Classrooms for HE: with machines needed for each subject like
Sewing and Fabrics, Foods and Nurition, etc.
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e Laboratories for Physics-Chemistry and Biology with needed laboratory
equipment, microscopes, etc.




e Classrooms for Social Studies (History-Geography): with needed
maps, globes, projectors, etc.

Mir ging s chi Win cho i sinh 16 wa tranh lya trang
op hoi bl hos Trwdrng Trung Hoc Kidu MBu Thi-Bic.
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e Experimental garden for Agriculture: the piece of open land beside
Building C was used as experimental garden for Agriculture
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Another outstanding feature among the physical facilities of the TDDHS, which
even the large high schools like Petrus Ky, Gia Long, Chu Van An, and Trwng Vwong
did not have, was its Library.

What was called “library” at these large high schools was, in reality, just a book
storage room, completely without any library functions, only used to store textbooks that
were loaned to the students at the beginning of the school year, and returned at the end
of the year. The person responsible for the “library” was just some administrative
employee, a clerk, or a “giam thi = surveillant,” without any library training. (This
situation was only improved beginning in 1968 when a unit of USAID, the Library
Development Authority, began to organize basic library training courses for
teacher-librarians). The TDDHS Library, on the contrary, was a real library with all
library functions and with a professionally-trained librarian. Its first librarian was Mr.
Nguyén ng Long, who graduated from the FPUSG, Section English in 1961, then went
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to study in the U.S., obtained a Master of Library Science (M.L.S.) from George
Peabody College, Nashville, Tennessee. Later, in 1970, Mr. Long left TDDHS and
served as Director of National Library and Archives. His successor was Mr. Lam Vinh
Thé (author of this article)) who also graduated from FPUSG, Section
History-Geography in 1963, and was sent by Principal Pham Van Quang to attend the
3-week basic library training course offered in Sai Gon by the USAID’s Library
Development Authority. Later, in 1971, Mr. Thé received a scholarship from USAID,
went to study in the U.S., and obtained a M.L.S. from Syracuse University, Syracuse,
New York. Upton his return from the U.S., Mr. Thé was elected President of the
Viethamese Library Association (VLA), and appointed Head, Library Science
Department, Faculty of Literature and the Humanities, Van Hanh University. During the
time of his study in the U.S., Mr. Thé was replaced by Mr. Nguyén Ngoc Hoang, who
graduated at the top of his class from FPUSG, Section History-Geography in 1970.
Later, Mr. Hoang took the Library Development Authority’s basic library training course,
and also graduated from the FPUSG’s one-year intermediate library training program
(1971-72). Mr. Thé has written an article on the TDDHS Library published in the Thw
vién tap san (Library journal), official organ of the VLA: ["®
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1. Tru sdn

Thu Vién trrerng Trung Hoe Kidu M&u Thil Bire (THKMTB) ducc dat tai mét cén phong
réng, o tAng trét cla toa nha B, gitka Phong Thinh Thi va Phong Canh Néng. B0 la mot
trong nhirng can phong réng nhéat cla nha trwdmg, chidu dai 20m, chigu ngang 10m,
chidu cao 5m, chung guanh toan clra sd bang kiéng, trén tran o da hé thong dén dién
va quat may.

2. Té chirc:

Kho chia

[ ] Khudoc sich bio

Khu lam bdi hoc bii

L=,
|

Introductory part of online document “The Library of the Tha Dirc Demonstration High School”
accessible in full-text in Webpage “Tuyén tap Vinh Nhon Lam Vinh Thé”

TEACHING STAFF OF TDDHS

The TDDHS used to have an extremely strong and competent teaching staff,
which included a large majority of senior-high-school teachers professionally trained by
the FPUSG covering all subjects in the secondary education program. A number of
these teachers would be granted scholarships to go to study in the U.S., and later
obtained Master of Education degrees from accredited U.S. graduate programs.

The TDDHS, from the time it was opened (1965) until it was closed down for
good after the event of April 30, 1975, has been under the management of five
successive Pricipals:

e Mr. Dwong Thiéu Téng: 1965-1966
e Ms. Nguyén Thj Nguyét: 1966-1968
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e Mr. Pham Van Quang: 1968-1972
e Mr. Dwong Van Hoa: 1972-1974
e Mr. Huynh Van Nhi: 1974-1975

When it was opened for the first school year in 1965, its teaching staff included
21 teachers for all subjects as follows: '

Treéng Trung Hoe Kigu Mau Tha Birc (KMTE) khai gidng nam hec diu tién vao nam 1965 val
oo & vat chét db sd nhirt trong & nudre, clng v mat ban gido s gdm 21 vi cho d0 tat ¢d cac mén hoce.
Trong ban giang huan ndy, cé mjt s vj da t6t nghiép tir cac tréng dai hoc clia Hoa Ky nhwr |a: Gido sur
(GS) Dureng Thiéu Téng (Higu Trwdng), GS Pham Van Quang (Hwdéng Dan Khai Bao), GS Mguyén Ung
Long (Thuw Vién), GS Tran Cam Héng (Cang Ky Nghé), cac GS Dueng Thi Kim Son va Huynh Thj Bach
Tuyét (Kinh Té Gia Dinh), GS Nguyén Huy Du (Téng Giam Thj). Bén canh do l1a mdt s6 GS d& tot nghiép
Bai Hoc Swr Pham Saigon (PHSPS) nhuw 1a: céc GS Nguyén Van Tam va Trueng Thi L& Khanh (Van Vat;
rigng GS Lé Khanh, t6i khong nhé 1o la 16t nghiép BHSPS hay BHSP Hué), GS Trinh Tién Bat (Ly Haa),
GS Huynh Hu Thé (Toan), GS Dwong Thily Ngén (Phap Van), cac GS Phan Héng Lac va Pham Vin
Bang (Viét Van), cac GS Nguyén Hitu Phurdrc va Tran Ngoc Ban (Kién Thirc X& Hoi). Xin mé& mit dau
ngodc nhd & day |14 cac GS tét nghiép PHSP 14 Gido Sir Trung Hoc D& Nhi Céap chuyén gidng day cac
l&p D& Nhj Cap tir D& Tam dén D& Nhirt, nhung tai treéng KMTE cac vi da chap nhan day cac I6p Dé
Nhirt CAp. Ngodi ra con co6 GS Mguydn Van Treang (Todn: tit nghiép & Phap vé; trudre khi vé tredng
KMTB, GS Trwémng da dam nhan chirc vy Téng Trwéng B§ Gido Dyc trong Chinh phd Tran Van Huwang
tr ngay 4-11-1964 dén ngay 28-1-1965; v& sau GS Trudng con gilk chire vy Uy Viégn Gide Duc trong ndi
cac Nguyén Cao Ky tir ngay 13-7-1966 dén ngay 11-11-1966), GS Nguyén Thi Nguyét (Phap Van, tot
nghiép & Phap v&), GS P& Quang Giao (Canh MNéng), GS Bai Kim Nhidm (Doanh Thuong), GS Lan Dai
(Mhac) va GS Hoang Hwong Trang (H6i Hea).

(translation: The Thu Bwc Demonstration High School (TDDHS) began its first school
year in 1965 as a high school with the most massive physical facilities in the country,
and with a teaching staff of 21 teachers for all required subjects. Among this teaching
staff, there were a number of teachers having graduated from American universities
such as: Mr Dwong Thiéu Téng (Principal), Mr. Pham V&n Quang (Guidance and
Counselling), Mr. Nguyén ng Long (Library), Mr, TrAn Ca4m Hbng (Industrial Arts), Ms.
Dwong Thi Kim Son and Ms. Huynh Thi Bach Tuyét (Home Economics), Mr. Nguyén
Huy Du (Surveillant Général). Beside there were some other teachers, who have
graduated from the Faculty of Pedagogy, University of Sai Gon (FPUSG): Mr. Mguyén
Van Tam and Ms. Trwong Thi L& Khanh (Biology; for Ms. L& Khanh, the author of this
article is not certain if she graduated from Sai Gon, or from Hué), Mr. Trinh Tién Dat
(Physics-Chemistry), Mr. Huynh Htru Thé (Mathematics), Ms. Dwong Thiy Ngan
(French Language), Mr. Phan Héng Lac and Mr. Pham Van Pang (Viethamese
Language), Mr. Nguyén Hiru Phwéc and Mr. Tran Ngoc Ban (Social Studies). It is
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noteworthy to mention that teachers graduating from the Faculty of Pedagogy were all
senior-high-school teachers, i.e. only teaching senior grades 10 to 12, but here at the
TDDHS they all accepted to teach just junior grades, in this case only Grades 6 and 7.
In addition to these teachers, TDDHS included the following teachers: Mr. Nguyén Van
Trwong (Mathematics; he had a Master of Mathematics from France; before joining the
teaching staff of TDDHS, Mr, Trwéng had served as Minister of Education in the Tran
Van Huwong Cabinet; later, Mr. Trwedng would serve again as Minister of Education in
General Nguyén Cao Ky’'s War Cabinet), Ms. Nguyén Thi Nguyét (French Language,
coming back from France), Mr. D6 Quang Giao (Agriculture), Mrs. Bui Kim Nhiém
(Business Education), Mr. Lan Bai (Music), and Ms. Hoang Hwong Trang (Fine Art).)

Introductory part of “Chung mét gidc mo,” (We had a dream), printed in “Nhin vé treong xwa: dic
san 2006, Trung Hoc Kiéu Mau Thua Dirc” (Looking back to our old school: special collection 2006, Tha
DPwrc Demonstration High School)

(Note: Mr. Lan Dai (Music), real name Nguy&n Kim Dai, composer of famous songs Chiéu Thwong Nh&
(An Afternoon of Remembrance, lyrics by Hoang Hwong Trang), Ta Ao Tim (The Robe Flap in Violet),
etc. ; Ms. Hoang Huwong Trang (Fine Art), real name Hoang Thi Diém Phwong, a graduate from Trwdng

Cao Béng My Thuat Gia Dinh (Gia Pinh College of Fine Arts))

Later, as the number of students kept growing, the needs for more teachers also
increased, the TDDHS’s teaching staff was strengthened with a large number of new
teachers, who were mostly senior-high-school teachers with several years of teaching
experience selected from high schools all over the country:

e Philosophy Department: Teachers Mai Ngoc Binh, and Nguyén Hivu
Hiép

e Vietnamese Language Department: Teachers Nghiém Minh Chau, V&
Thi Cwu, Phan Thi Bich Ha, Nguyén Van Hiép, TrAn Thai Héng,
Dwong Birc Khoang, Nguyén Thi Téng Son, Mai Thi Thanh, Nguyén
Chi Thanh, Nguyén Thj Kim Tho, Trwong Thi L& Thdy, Pham Xuan
Tich, Vi Xuan Trang, and Dinh Pac Vy

e French Language Department: Teachers Phan Thi Bach Diéu, Nguyén
Ngoc Ha, Dwong Van Héa, Lwu Thi Diéu L&, Nguy&n Thi Anh Nguyét,
D& Duy Noi, Lé Tan Phuéc, Cao Thu Thay, and Nguyén Ba Viét

e English Language Department: Teachers Cao Lwong Chung, H6 Dinh
DPoa, Ngé Tén Huan, Nguyén Hiru Khoang, Nghiém Van Minh, Lwu Thj
Ky Nam, Nguy&n Thij Tuyét Nga, Hoang Manh Ninh, Ha Xuan Phong,
Lé Van Rué, Bang Bwc Thanh, Lé Cong Van, and Lé Thanh Viét

e Social Studies (History-Geography) Department: Teachers Nguyén
Thai An, Tran Thé Blrc, Nguyén Ngoc Hoang, Nguyén Nha, Bui Van
Nhw, Nguyén Xuan Phép, Nguyén Manh Quang, Nguyén Nhut Tan,
Lam Vinh Thé, Nguyén Ngoc Trac, and Tran Anh Tuén

e Mathematics Department: Teachers Nguyén Hiru H&, Nguy&n Nhét
Lang, Nguyén Phu Liém, Tran Quang Nghia, Tran Hru Nghiép, Téng
Van Nhan, Huynh Van Nhi, Doan Tan Phung, Tran Ngoc Quang,
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Dwong Hong Quan, Thai Xuan Qué, Trwong Van Thanh, Tran Buc
Thwéng, and Tran Ngoc Tién

e Physics-Chemistry Department: Teachers Tran Van Anh, Trinh Hoéng
Hai, Bui Quang Han, Ha Thi Vinh Hoa, Trwong Thiéu Hung, Mai Nho
Lam, Trinh Dinh Loat, Tran Thi Thién, V& Ngoc Tw, and Nguy&n Duy
Ung

e Biology Department: Teachers Chau Ngoc Tét, Dang Minh Tri, Tran Thi
Tuyét, Hoang Thi Nhuw Y

e Business Education Department: Teachers Nguy&n Thanh Danh,
Nguyén Van Diing, Phan Thi Hiéu, Phan Thanh Hoai, Tran Thi Hwong,
Nguyén Kim Héng, Hoang Ngoc Khiém, V& Phudc Long, and V6 Thi
Nguyét

e Home Economics Department: Teachers Lién Tu Anh, Bui Thi Ngoc
An, Nguyén Thj Bay, Pham Thj Minh Dung, H6 Thi My Quang, Phan
Thi Thay Nwong, Lai Thi Sau, Bang Thi Bich Thdy, and Pham Anh
Tuyét

e Industrial Arts Department: Teachers Lé Van H&n, Lam Hoang Minh,
Nguyén Van Nam, Ha Van Tinh, and Bui Khac Tru

e Music Department: Teacher Trwong Van Khué (Bac Son), Lé Hoang
Long, Tran Thanh Nghi, and Cao Thanh Tung

e Fine Art Department: Teachers Nguyén Dzoan BPwc, and Dang Bich
Thay

e Physical Education Department: Teachers Huynh Thij Liéng, Phan H{ru
Thanh, Hoang Nhw Tung, and Lé Thi Bach Tuyét

TEACHING AND LEARNING METHOD OF TDDHS

Teacher-student Ratio

First of all, let’'s take a look at the number of students. Right from the beginning,
the TDDHS has decided to limit the number of students for each class at 35, totally
different with the average number of 50 in other high schools all over the country. Each
year, the school took in 4 more classes of Grade 6, i.e., taking only 140 more students /
year. The first school year of 1965-1966 was an exception because the school took in 8
classes, 4 for Grade 6 and 4 for Grade 7, for a total of 280 students. Therefore, in the
school year of 1970-1971, which was the first school year that TDDHS had classes for
every grade from Grade 6 to Grade 12, the school, theoretically, had the highest total
number of 980 students. The teacher-student ratio was then 1/8 (120/980), which was
undeniably the best for the experiment of the comprehensive education program being
implemented at TDDHS.  This teacher-student ratio plus the very active Guidance
Counselling Department, provided all students with all kinds of support they needed in
their study, and in their psychological and/orb family problem solving. We could say that
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the teachers knew every single student very well, something impossible in other high
schools in the country.

Teaching and Learning by “Exposé” Method

Students making “Exposé” during Physics-Chemistry session under guidance of Teacher Trwong
Thiéu Hung

The basic teaching and learning method applied at the TDDHS was the “exposé”
method. Following the principle of avoiding the most important mistake of the old
educational system, i.e. the rote-learning, the teachers of the TDDHS have
implemented, for almost all subjects, the “exposé” method, carried out with the following
steps:

e Students were divided into small teams, each team having from 4 to 6
students and electing their team leaders

e FEach team would be given a topic selected from the program of the
subject

e The subject teacher would give some guidance on the topic and the
needed textbook

e The team would take care of its own distribution of responsibilities in
various tasks, such as information search and retrieval (not limited to
the school library), writing the presentation, doing the presentation,
prepring answers to potential questions from classmates

e The teacher would not intervene during the team’s presentation

e After the session was completed, the teacher would wrap up by
pointing out the strengths and weaknesses of the team, and, give a
grade for the presentation

With this exposé method, the teachers of TDDHS have really helped their
students, through their own information searching and retrieval, their utilization of
information they were able to obtain, to self-create the knowledge for themselves, not by
the unwanted cramming imposed by teachers, and, therefore, the knowledge they
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obtained would be their own and they would never forget it. Through their preparations
for the exposeé, the students were able to learn the value of team work, and to grasp the
technique of work organization and responsibility distribution. Through their
presentation and their answering the questions asked by their classmates, the students
would be able to suppress their shyness, worry, anxiety in front of a crowd, and thus,
improving their capability in public speaking. The author of this article was, more than
once, so proud witnessing by his own eyes the fluent presentations by the students’
representatives, who expressed their thanks while presenting commemorative gifts to
the managers of agencies, factories, corporations at the end of the observational field
trips.

Observational Field Trips

In addition to the utilization of the exposé method in teaching, the teachers of the
TDDHS also created more opportunities for their students to learn through many
observational field trips that were organized very frequently throughout the school
year.

“Du khdo mang nhiéu hinh thirc khdc nhau tay theo b6 mén hoc tap. Danh tir “du
khéo” tw n6 da cho thdy phwong phdp hoc tap nay bao gom hai dic tinh cdn ban la
“du” va “khgo.” Ddc tinh “du” cho thdy noi chén thuc hién phwong phdp nay khéng
phai la tai trong khuén vién cta nha trwwoong ma phai di ra ngoai. Dac tinh “khao” cho
thady néi dung cua phwong phdp hoc tap la truec tiép quan sét, tim hiéu déi twong hoc
tap. Ddac tinh thir nhaet Ia mét diéu kién vat chat, doi héi nha treong phéi cung cap
phwong tién cho Thay Tro tham gia “du khdo” cé6 thé di va vé gidra nha trirong va dia
diém dén dé thuc hién chuyén du khdo. Trirong KMTD la truwong trung hoc duy nhat tai
Mién Nam trong thoi gian d6 c6 dw thira kha ndng nay véi gian xe buyt vang 15 chiéc
ding dé dwa dén hoc sinh. Cédc Thay C6 chi can Ién ké hoach va thong bdo trwéc cho
nha trweong thi sé c6 xe dé dwa hoc sinh di du khdo. Do dé diéu kién nay that ra khong
doi héi nhiéu céng sitrc d6i véi cdc Thay C6. Bdac tinh thir nhi, “khdo” Ia mét diéu kién
tinh than, that ra méi chinh la chuyén quan trong cho bat ctr chuyén du khéo nao. Cdc
Thay C6 phai c6 ké hoach théat chi tiét cho cdc chuyén du khdo. M6t mét phai lo viéc
chuén bj dia diém du khao, bao gém viéc lién lac, tiép xuc, xdc dinh chwong trinh, ngay
gi®, nhan sw, mua sam qua Iwu niém, vv. Mét khéc phai chuan bi cho hoc sinh vé moi
mat dé cdc em cé thé tiép thu téi da kién thirc va kinh nghiém trong chuyén du khéo.
Trong mét sé trirong hop, sau cdc chuyén du khéo, cdc hoc sinh phai viét twong trinh,

cho biét ré céc diéu ma cic em da hoc héi dwoc.” *"
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(translation: There were many different forms of du khao (observational field trips)
according to the subject taught. The term du khao showed clearly that this instructional
method comprised two basic features: du meaning travel, and khao meaning
observation. The first feature, du, showed that the place to apply this instructional
method could not be used within the school but required teachers and students to travel
out of the school. The second feature, khao, showed that the nature of this instructional
method was to make direct observation in order to understand the object of the learning.
The first one was a physical requirement, a demand that the school had to provide the
means for the teachers and students to make the ftrip, i.e., to be able to travel to the
chosen destination and to come back to the school. The TDDHS was the unique high
school in South Vietnam during that period of time that had a pool of 15 yellow school
buses, and, thus, did not have any difficulty to fulfill that requirement. The teachers only
needed to submit a plan for the trip to the school management and they will have a
needed bus for the trip. That condition, therefore, did not require a lot of efforts from the
teachers. The second feature, khao, a mental requirement, was really much more
important forb the trip. The teachers must have a very detailed plan. On the one hand,
they must work quite hard on the destination: selection of the place (a government
agency, a business enterprise, an industrial plant, etc), making arrangements with
people responsible at the destination (contacting, negotiating for a visit program, buying
gifts, etc. On the other hand, the teachers had to prepare the students so that they
would be able to learn and gain experience as much as possible during the trip. In a
number of cases, after the trip, the students had to write reports telling clearly what they
have learned from the trip.)
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The school yellow buses and the drivers of TDDHS
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Observational field trip at VIMYTEX factory organized by Teachers

Nguyén Van Tam and Lam Vinh Thé for IA students

ACHIEVEMENTS OF TDDHS

Success of Experimental Comprehensive Secondary Education Program

Summer 1971, TDDHS completed the experimentation of the comprehensive
secondary education by successfully organizing the two following examinations for:

e Certificate of Successful Completion of Grade 11, officially recognized
by the Ministry of Education as equivalent to the Baccalaureate |
Diploma

e Certificate of Completion of Comprehensive Secondary Education,
officially recognized by the Ministry of Education as equivalent to the
Baccalaureate Il Diploma

The first Grade 12 of TDDHS of school year 1970-1971 presented 125
candidates for the examination for the Certificate of Completion of Comprehensive
Secondary Education and a total of 105 students (or 84%) have passed with the
following ranking: 2" 22!

2 students obtaining Excellent ranking
25 students obtaining Good ranking
10 students obtaining Satisfactory ranking
68 students obtaining Pass ranking
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With such good results, the TDDHS was evaluated as completely successful in
its experimentation of the Comprehensive Secondary Education Program, resulting in
the Ministry of Education’s decision to “ra nghj dinh s6 2346-GD/TTHBDGD/HV/ND
ngay 10-12-1971 ban hanh chwong-trinh trung-hoc téng-hop dé nhat cap; va nghi
dinh sé 5770 GD/TTH/HV/ND ngay 22-6-72 ban hanh chwong trinh trung hoc téng
hop bac dé nhi cap.” *° (translation: issue decree no. 2346-GD/TTHBDGS/HV/ND of
December 10, 1971 promulgating the Comprehensive Secondary Education Program of
First-Cycle; and decree no. 5770 GD/TTH/HV/ND of June 22, 1972 promulgating the
Comprehensive Secondary Education Program for Second-Cycle). These two newly
promulgated programs for high schools all over the country included a great part of the
general education program of the TDDHS and almost 100% of the career-oriented
education program (including the Moral Education Guidance program) of the TDDHS.

At the beginning of the school year 1971-1972, the Ministry of Education
established two big new comprehensive high schools in Sai Gon: the Swong Nguyét
Anh Comprehensive High School with Ms. Dang Kim Chi, former teacher of Gia Long
High School, as Principal, and the Nguyé&n An Ninh Comprehensive High School, with
Mr. Nguyé&n Trung Quan, former Principal of Phan Thanh Gian High School in Can Tho,
as Principal.l*¥

In the following years, several additional comprehensive high schools were
created all over the country, increasing the total number of these schools to 18
(excluding the 3 demonstration schools in Hué, Thi Birc, and Can Tho):

Comprehensive High School Swong Nguyét Anh, Sai Gon
Comprehensive High School Nguyén An Ninh, Sai Gon
Comprehensive High School Lwong Van Can, District 8, Sai Gon
Comprehensive High School Quéc Gia Nghia T (school reserved for
children of fallen soldiers), Sai Gon

Comprehensive High School Mac Binh Chi, Sai Gon

Comprehensive High School Ly Thudng Kiét, Hoc Mén, Gia Binh
Comprehensive High School Nguyé&n Dinh Chiéu, My Tho
Comprehensive High School Gia Hdi, Hué

Comprehensive High School Tran Quéc Tuan, Quang Ngai
Comprehensive High School Di An, Bién Hoa

Comprehensive High School Phan Thanh Gian, Can Tho
Comprehensive High School Thoai Ngoc Hau, An Giang (Long Xuyén)
Comprehensive High School Nguy&n Hué, Phu Yén (Tuy Hoa)
Comprehensive High School Nguyén Trung Trwe, Kién Giang (Rach
Gia)

Comprehensive High School Chwéng Binh L&, An Giang (Long Xuyén)
Comprehensive High School Kién Hoa (Bén Tre)

Comprehensive High School Sa Béc (Pdng Thap)

Comprehensive High School Ban Mé Thuét (Darlac)

23



The FPUSG had to open a new branch called Nganh Huan Luyén Gido Sw Trung
Hoc Dé Nhat Cap Cép Téc (Branch of Fast-Track Training of Junior High School
Teachers) and Mr. Phan Thanh Hoai, Head, Business Education Department of TDDHS,

was appointed Director. This Branch was able to complete only two training sessions:
[25]

e Session 1 (1970-1973): only for Business Education
e Session 2 (1971-1974):. for all 3 sections: Business Education,
Industrial Arts, and Home Economics

A total of 26 TDDHS students, graduates of the first class of 1971, have passed
the entrance examination, attended Session 2, and successfully completed the program
as follows:

e Business Education: only one student, Nguy&n Dinh Dat

e Indutrial Arts: a total of 12 students, Doan Van Ding, Lé Thanh Dat, Lé
DPinh Huy, Nguy&n Ngoc L&, Nguyén Huy Luc, Pham Quang Ngoc, Lé
Ngoc Son, Pham Chi Thanh, L& Thanh Trong, Nguy&n Xuan Tuén,
Tran Quang Tuén, va Nguyén Hru Xwong

e Home Economics: a total of 13 students, Pham Thi Van Anh, Tran Thi
Thay Anh, Bui Thi Ngoc An, Nguyén Ngoc Minh An, Nguy&n Thj Kim
Cuc, Pham Thj Minh Dung, Trwong Thi Héng, Pham Thi Ngoc Huong,
DPao Thj Bich Loan, Bang Thi Bich Thay, Nguy&n Thi Ngoc Trinh, Tran
Thi Khué Trinh, va Pham Anh Tuyét

The FPUSG has also organized in 1973 one 3-week training session in Guidance
and Counselling for 20 teachers, Heads, Student Activities Departments of the
newly-created comprehensive high schools. The teaching staff of this in-service training
session included the following people with intensive experience in Guidance and
Counselling:

e Professor Pham Van Quang (M.S.), former Principal and Head,
Guidance and Counselling Department of TDDHS, Professor of
guidance and Counselling, FPUSG

e Dr. Huynh Van Quang (Ph.D), Chairman, Graduate Studies, Professor
of Guidance and Counselling, FPUSG

e Dr. Bill Raines (Ph.D.), Guidance and Counselling Advisor, Advisory
Delegation of Education from Ohio University, U.S.

This in-service training session also included a one-week training in student
activities by Mr. Tran Pai Loc (visiting professor at FPUSG), part of which was an
observational field trip to Da Lat.

After their completion of this in-service training session, these 20 teachers came
back to their schools and served in the Guidance and Counselling Departments.
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Regarding Home Economics, the FPUSG has also organized three 4-week
summer in-service training sessions for teachers of “n& céng gia chanh” (women’s
family duties) of public high schools from all over the country. The objective of these
sessions was to train these teachers on the new discipline of Home Economics, which
would be taught at the soon-to-be-created comprehensive high schools.

The management team for these sessions included:

e Director: Professor Tran Van Tan, Dean, FPUSG, for the first session
only; Ms. DwongThi Kim Son, Head, Economics Department of
TDDHS, for the remaining sessions

e Teachers: Ms. Dwong Thi Kim Son and Ms. Huynh Thi Bach Tuyét,
Home Economics Department of TDDHSBan Kinh Té Gia Dinh cla
THKMTD

e Sessions:

o Session 1: Summer 1967 with 70 participants
o Session 2: Summer 1969 with 70 participants
o Session 3: Summer 1974 with 60 participants

Because of these development needs, the FPUSG has transferred a number of
TDDHS teachers, mostly department heads, to FPUSG, making them permanent
members of its faculty staff to take important responsibilities as follows:

e Organize, and teach in the Branch of Fast-Track Training of Junior
High School Teachers in Business Education, Industrial Arts and Home
Economics

e Regarding Home Economics: organize and teach Elective Courses for
students (both male and female) of FPUSG

Success of TDDHS Students

Before its dissolution at the end of 1975, and being replaced by the Trung Hoc
Thyc Hanh (High School for Practice Teaching; this school was created by the
Communists after the fateful day of April 30, 1975, and did not have anything to do with
the Comprehensive Education Program of the RVN), the TDDHS already had 4 classes,
which graduated with the Thanh Chung Trung Hoc Tong Hop (Certificate of Completion
of Comprehensive Secondary Education; later changed to Tu Tai Téng Hop
(Comprehensive Baccalaureate Diploma): these were Class of 1971, Class of 1972,
Class of 1973, and Class of 1974.

It is very unfortunate that the document Lwoc st Trwrong Trung Hoc Kiéu Mau
Tha Ddrc (1965-1975) (Brief history of the Tha Blc Demonstration High School
(1965-1975)), which was prepared very carefully by Mr. Huynh Van Nhi, the last TDDHS
Principal, does not provide any statistical information for Class of 1972, as we can see
in the following table: [#°!
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KET QUA THI TU TAI TONG HOP tai TH KMTD
NamThi| TyléBau |RAtGisi (LPu)|Giéi (Binh)  |Kha (Binh th) | Thuéng (Thir)

Statistics on the achievements of Class of 1972 (1965-1972) is extremely
important in the evaluation of the experimental comprehensive secondary education
program carried out at the TDDHS because it was the first class of TDDHS that had
studied for the full 7 years (from Grade 6 to Grade 12) of this program. The Class
of 1971 (1965-1971), although having graduated as the first class, had studied only 6
years because it started as Grade 7 in 1965.

Luckily, the author of this article was successful in getting in touch with Tran Nam
Binh, of Class of 1972, currently living in Australia. Binh has sent an email providing a
lot of data relating to the achievements of his class. According to these data, extracted
from the Ky Yéu Khéa 2 (Memory Book of Class 2), statistics have shown that there
were 91 (79 + 12 = 91) students, out of a total of 106 or 85.6%, who have passed the
examination for the Certificate of Completion of Comprehensive Secondary Education,
as we can see in the following table: "

Két gud ky Thi Thanh Chung
Trung Hoe Tong Hop
Khaa 1 va 2 Nien Khoa 1971 -1972

‘ k2 S8 50 ddu S6 ddu Ti =6 déu
Gnd Lk Khon 5-7-72 | Khiém S0-8-72 Ci hai khba
A M 1 [ B33 v,
B 2 29 (5 B0 v,
1] i owr a5 (1] ; T
e bk 20 i 91,3,
K2 14 1" iy TR/,
ABDE (] 70 12 REH =/,
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(Note: This table has a minor mistake: In the second column “Sé Ghi tén”, the number 28 for
Section B is wrong, the right number should be 38)

Besides, out of these 91 students, who have passed the examination for the
Certificate of Completion of Comprehensive Secondary Education in 1972, there was a
total of 10 of them who have received scholarships to go to study abroad as follows:

e 8 receiving Colombo Plan scholarships to go to study in Australia; they
were: TrAn Nam Binh, Trwong Quang Chuan, Nguyén Vi Ding,
Nguyén Huy Hién, Nguyén Thi Phuwong, Duwong Héng Thanh, Ly Pat
Thoéng, va Nguyén Manh Trinh

e 1 receiving national scholarship to go to study in West Germany: Lé
Thi Kim Thu

e 1 receiving national scholarship to go to study in Italy: Mai Van San

In his email, Binh noted that: “Ty Ié tdm ngwoi trén téng sé hoc sinh THKMTD
tét nghiép TCTHTH Ia cao nhat trong tat ca cdc trweong cé hoc sinh xin dwoc hoc
béng Colombo Plan nam 1972.” (translation: The percentage of 8 persons out of the
total number (91) of TDDHS graduates was the highest, compared to other high schools
with students applying for Colombo Plan scholarships). Another noteworthy point is that
among these 8 students with Colombo Plan scholarships, 4 will graduate with a Ph.D.
from Australian universities as follows:

e Tran Nam Binh (Economics, University of New South Wales)

e Nguyén Vi Ding (Chemical Engineering, University of New South
Wales)

e Nguyén Huy Hién (Food Technology, University of New South Wales)

e Duwong Héng Thanh (Fuel Technology, University of Newcastle)

The two students receiving national scholarships to go to study in Europe, Lé Thi
Kim Thu (in West Germany) and Mai Van San (in Italy) have both graduated as medical
doctors.

Besides, many students graduating from this Class of 1972 have also passed a
number of entrance examinations at the most prestigious universities of the RVN in Sai
Gon as follows:

e Faculty of Pedagogy:
o Section Mathematics: Tran Nam Binh
o Section Physics-Chemistry: Trwong Quang Chuan, Pham
Quang Hai, va bang Binh Long
o Section English Language: Nguyén Van Hoang, va Nguyén
Manh Trinh
e Phu Tho Polytechnical University:
o Section Geodetic Engineering: Tran Nam Binh
e Faculty of Architecture: Ong Phat
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e Faculty of Medicine: Tiéu Thi Ngoc Diép, Nguyén Thi Bang Khanh,
Ng6 Hai Nam, Nguyén Van Tao, va Ly Hong Van

e Faculty of Dentistry: L& Lan Phwong

e Faculty of Pharmacy: Nguyén Tai Chi (later also obtaining a Ph.D. in
Pharmacy)

e College of Postal Services: Tran Nam Binh

End Result: During its 10-year existence (1965-1975), the TDDHS has produced
4 classes of graduates from the Comprehensive Secondary Education Program
with 84.9% rate of success as we can see in the following statistical table:

Year of Exam Registered Pass Percentage
1971 125 105 84%
1972 106 91 85,8%
1973 104 83 79,8%
1974 129 115 89,1%
Total 464 394 84,9%

Among the factors contributing to the success of the TDDHS, one should not be
ignored: the very positive and valuable contributions of the Parents and Teachers
Association of the school in the following areas of activities:

e Recruiting drivers for the pool of school yellow buses

Financial support in the servicing of the buses (all of them very old and
in need of frequent repairs)

Funding all aspects of School Activities

Financial support for equipment needed in students’ sport activities
Providing prizes distributed at annual prize award ceremony
Organizing lunch for teachers and students

Participating in the School Disciplinary Council

TDDHS Students Keeping Viethamese Identity

Although having been educated in a totally new environment of the new
educational system, the TDDHS students, after their graduation, with a large number
of them living abroad, growing up, attending and graduating from universities, together
with those still living in the country, succeeded in keeping their Viethamese identity
intact.  This is not a paradox but a result of that new education provided by the
TDDHS because its teaching staff embraced a policy of looking forward to the future,
collecting the best of developed countries but still remembering our nation’s past,
history and culture. The Memory Book of School Year 1970-1071 included the following
statement:
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“Hién nay Trwong Trung Hoc Kiéu Mau Tha Bic dang kiém nghiém chwong trinh gido duc téng
hop. Nha trwong dang cé gang thu thap cadi hay cua céc trao Iwu gido duc trén thé gi¢i déng thoi
cé gdng tao mét ban sic riéng cho Viét Nam.” 1*®!

(translation: The Tha Bwc Demonstration High School is currently experimenting the
comprehensive education program. The school is trying to collect the best of the
educational movements in the world and at the same time is also trying to create a
distinct identity for Vietnam.)

A totally new discipline was introduced into the educational program of the
TDDHS: Hwéng Dan Pirc Duc (Moral Education Guidance), replacing the Civic
Education of the old program, with emphasis on school (Grade 6), family (Grade 7),
country (Grade 8; topics of the Civic Education program were put back in here), and
society (Grade 9), together with other special topics such as traditional music, folk
songs, national soul, national characteristics, national clothing, national folklore, etc.
The TDDHS also organized a whole series of extra-curricular activities focusing on
these special topics, such as the camps of Moral Education Guidance, the camps called
Going Back to Our Origin, etc.*”

The Department Head, Moral Education Guidance Department, Teacher Nguyén
Nh&, has made tremendous contributions in the contents of the program of this new
discipline as well in the implementation of the program through the harmonious
coordination with the Guidance and Counselling activities and the student activities,
creating students’ interests, follow-ups, and enthusiasm in their study.

This harmonious coordination was also very creative and clearly shown through
completely new “co-curricular” activities as follows:

e Club activities with different groups such as History-Geography,
Literature-Fine Art, Science, Industrial Arts, Home Economics,
Business Education, French Language, English Language, and Debate

e Camp activities with a series of camps for students such as Camp of
Moral Education Guidance, camps to train Scout leaders for Grade 9,
camps Going Back to Our Origin for Grade 12

e Activities expressing Vietnamese identity such as Raising the Tét Pole,
Cooking the Rice Cakes at the occasion of our Lunar Calendar New
Year

e New activities in school journalism: while in other high schools, the
Spring Special Issues always put emphasis on literature, the TDDHS’
“Comprehensive Spring Special Issue,” produced by the students, has
focused on information and research and included interviews of
celebrities and talented people like famous composers Pham Duy, Lé
Thwong, and Dr. Nguyén Sy Giac (the last doctoral laureate of our
traditional Chinese-character national educational system), etc.
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The concrete result was all of these activities was the fact that the school
management has entrusted the students with the task of organizing the School Fifth
Anniversary. Students were made Heads of the Organizing Committee and of all
sub-committees like Sub-committee for Exhibition, Sub-committee for Performing Arts,
Sub-committee for Sport Competition, etc. and they succeeded beyond expectations
and the celebration of the School Fifth Anniversary was a huge success.

The two most outstanding features in the TDDHS students’ success of keeping
with Vietnamese identity were: The Spirit of Respect and Gratitude for Teachers,
and the Bonding relationships with teachers and classmates.

At present, a quite large number of the TDDHS students are in the retirement
year brackets, some even having their own grandchildren, but their respect and
gratitude for their teachers remain the same, completely unchanged. On a regular basis
throughout the year, they organize birthday celebrations for teachers, visit and/or give
comfort to teachers who are sick or are having difficulties, never doing these things
just for formality on Teachers’ Day. They always express their gratitude not only to
the teachers but also to school employees, like secretaries, janitors, and bus drivers.
The author of this article is really moved by such specially expanded respect and
gratitude expressed by the TDDHS students for the school employees, not just for their
teachers.

Visiting Teacher Nghiém Van Minh (English Language) in Ba Ria on January 4, 2020
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Visiting Teacher Nguyén Thi Kim Tho' (Viethamese Language, being sick) and Teacher Tran Ngoc
Ban (Mrs. Tho’s husband, Social Studies) in District 1, Sai Gon, on January 6, 2020

Visiting Mr. Nguyén Van Hai (Driver of school bus) in District 2, Sai Gon, on January 20, 2020

The bonding relationships of the TDDHS students with their teachers and
classmates are also very deep and steady. In addition to the fact that the TDDHS
students were influenced by what learned from the Moral Education Guidance since the
junior classes, we have to take into consideration another objective factor: the special
environment closely shared at school day in, day out by the TDDHS teachers and
students, something totally non-existent at other high schools all over the country:
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“Tinh than giira thay tro KMTD c6 mét khéc biét Ién so véi tinh thay tro & cédc truong trung hoc
khéc & Viét Nam. Thay tro KMTD khéng nhikng gan gui nhau trong viéc hoc va day ma con trong
nhiéu mét sinh hoat khdc khéng c6 tai cédc trwrong khéac: chung dung nhau suét ngay tai trreong;
dén xe, di xe chung véi nhau; ciing hoc héi véi nhau trong céc chuyén du khdo; tho luén, chia
xé, gop y v&i nhau vé nhikng van dé riéng tw trong cdc budi hwéng dan khai dao, vv. C6 ai trong

ching ta ma khéng cé nhibng ky niém vé nhitng budi dén xe ma xe khéng dén, vé nhirng bubi
chiéu tan truwong thay tro chen chic nhau trén xe vi phai doén 16 trinh, vé nhiing cuéc hét vi “Van
Tién céng me chay ra, chay vé” én ao vui nhén trén xe trong subt 16 trinh tir Tha Dirc vé Sai Gon,

vé nhikng Trai Hé Viing Tau, Trai Hé tai trwong véi treong két nghia Trung Hoc Bén Lirc, vé nhibng

cuéc “ling sodt” cta cdc gido sw trong thoi gian nha trweong ép dung “ché dé ngu trwra.” Va chdc
chan nhiéu nguwi trong chung ta ciing khé quén dwoc nhibng ky niém dau budn cua trwong nhw
trong vu tir nan cia em Nguyén Van Mai. Va lam sao ma quén dwoc hinh énh cay néu cao nghéu

duwoc thdy tro hop strc dwng Ién trwée gidng dwong méi nam vao dip Tét. Tat ca két hop lai mot

cdch tuyét voi dé tao nén tinh cam keo son trong Iong méi ngui chung ta. V&i nam thang, tinh

than KMTD da bién thanh TINH NGHIA KMTP. Tinh nghia KMTD ndy thé hién ré nét qua bao nhiéu
hoat déng twong tro --khong thé ké hét dwoc-- giiva nhikng con nguwoi KMTD & trong nwérc ciing

nhw tai hai ngoai.” [30]

(translation: The close relationship between the TDDHS teachers and students was
very different compared to the one between teachers and students at other high schools
in Vietnam. They were close not only in their teaching and studying activities but also in
a whole series of other activities that did not exist at other schools: working together all
day at school; waiting together for the bus, taking the bus together; learning together
during the observational field trips; discussing, sharing ideas during Guidance and
Counselling sessions, etc. Among us, who does not have memories of days we waited
for the bus and the bus did not come as expected, of those afternoons, after school, we
were jammed in the bus because a few buses were broken down and two or three
itineraries were combined into just one, of our joyful participation and competing in
singing folk songs “Véan Tién carrying his mother on his back, running in and
running out” all along the trip from Thua Dirc back to Sai Gon, of the Summer camp
in Viing Tau, of the camp with our sister-school Bén Lurc, of the “search and control” by
the teachers during the “taking the siesta” regime imposed by school management.
And it is quite certain that we also could not forget the tragic accident involved little
brother Nguy&n Van Mai. Also, how could we forget the tall Tét pole that we, teachers
and students together, ried so hard to erect in front of the Great Auditorium every year
just before Tét Holiday. All of these memories have been harmoniously synthesized
into some form of binding sentiment in each and everyone of us. Over the years, this
close relationship has become a bonding. This TDDHS bonding has been shown
through innumerable supporting activities between the TDDHS people inside and
outside of Vietnam.)

A Mutual Support Fund, suggested in January 2001 by Ms. Dwong Thi Kim Son,
Teacher of English Language, Moral Education Guidance, and Head, Home Economics
Department, was enthusiastically supported by former TDDHS teachers and students
overseas. The Fund was used to provide financial support to teachers and students
(both in Vietnam and abroad) in difficult situations. The two groups of former TDDHS
students inside and outside of Vietnam have always organized annual meetings. They
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also made group visits to teachers and classmates at difficult times in families of crises,
sickness, and death, etc.:

TDDHS teachers and students at funeral of mother of Teacher Dwong Thiy Ngan (French
Language, and Guidance and Counselling) on May 25, 2009

TDDHS friends at funeral of mother of classmate Bui Thi Xuan Minh (Class of 1971, on September
8, 2020
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TDDHS friends visiting classmate Nguyén Quang An (Class of 1972) during his recovery at home
after spinal column (neck and back) surgery, on October 14, 2019

Today former TDDHS students, with a large number of them already in
retirement, have created two websites that contain a lot of writings and photos of the
school where they had many happy and sad memories during their young age.

The Website of former TDDHS students in Vietnam is accessible at this URL:

http://kvuckieumauthuduc.com/kieumau

& (&) ORGSR iy i c kieumauthuduc.com/kieumau, % x 3= Not syncing (@

2 4 2 ”
TRUNG HQC KIEU MAU THU bpUC
TRANGCHU  CHUYEN XUA  CHUYEN NAY  DAIGIADINHKMTD  HINH ANH TACPHAM  LIENLAC  GOC CAPHE

TRANG MUC LUC

"™ Chi nhat, 01 Thang 12 2013 18:02 & KMTB.VN rag=

m 2 people like this. Sign Up to see what

your friends like.

(Xin méi click vao link d€ xem néi dung cic muc)
MUC LUC TRANG WEB “kyuckieumauthuduc.com”
DANHMUC LIEN KET DANH MUC BAI VIET
TRANG CHU

Thirngd: Thuugs.
Diulg: Diku lé trang “kyuckieumauthuduc.com”

Hoc sinh hinh khic:  Hoc sinh hanh khiic (Doin ca cia trudmg Trung Hoc Kigu Mu Thi Bixc)

Muclyue: Mue lue trang “Ky e Kigu Miu Thi Dic”
CHUYEN XUA4
Lich stk Trwéng
Luge st Treomg Trung hoc Kiga Méu Thil Biec (1965 - 1975) ciia thiy Huynh Van Nhi.
Nhér lai thud ban du (thiy Dwong Thigu Tong)
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The Website of overseas former TDDHS students is accessible at this URL:

http://kieumauthuduc.org

This Website, however, currently under repair and upgrading, is temporarily out
of service.

Conclusion

The TDDHS, although was much younger than the other large high schools in
Sai Gon and in other provinces, has made very important contributions to the RVN’s
educational system. The TDDHS was successful in its experimentation of a completely
new educational program and teaching method, based on modern educational
movements in the world but, at the same time, still keeping the valuable national cultural
heritage. From the success of the TDDHS, this new educational program and teaching
method were officially implemented in almost 20 new comprehensive high schools all
over the country. Because of the fateful event of April 30, 1975, the TDDHS was able
to produce only around 400 students graduating with the Certificates of Completion of
Comprehensive Secondary Education (or Comprehensive Baccalaureate = Tu Tai Tdng
Hop). The TDDHS teachers should be happy and proud, however, because their
former students, having graduated or not, living in Vietnam or abroad, already have
made or are currently making very positive contributions to society. On top of that,
these former TDDHS, inside and outside of Vietnam, still maintain high and beautiful
cultural values of Viethamese people: The Spirit of Respect and Gratitude for
Teachers, and The Bonding Relationships with Classmates.

NOTES:

1. Pham Cao Duwong, “Sw lién tuc cua lich st trong nén gido duc cta Mién Nam thoi truéc
ndam 1975,” (The continuity of the history of pre-1975 education of South Vietnam) in Gido duc &
Mién Nam Tw Do trwérc 1975 (Education in South Vietnam before 1975). Santa Ana, CA: Lé
Van Duyét Foundation and Tap San Nghién Ctru V&n Héa Bbng Nai Clru Long (Journal of Béng
Nai Clru Long Cutural Research Studies), 2006, p. 130. Mr. Pham Cao Dwong graduated from
FPUSG, Section History-Geography, in 1961. Later he went to study in France and obtained a
Ph.D. in History (Doctorat d’Etat en Histoire) from Sorbonne University in Paris in 1974.

2. Nguyén Hivu Phuwdc, “So lwovc lich ste gido duc Viét Nam (1954-1974): Dan téc, Nhan ban,
Khai phéng,” (Brief history of Viethamese education (1954-1974) in the same document just
cited above, p. 136. Mr. Nguyén H®u Phuwéc graduated from FPUSG, Section
History-Geography, in 1963. He taught Social Studies at TDDHS when the school was opened in
1965. Later he went to study in the U.S. and obtained a Ph.D. in Education in 1973 from
University of Southern California in Los Angeles.
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Trn Van Chanh, “Gido duc mién Nam Viét Nam trén con dwong xay dwng va phat trién,”
(Education in South Vietnam on its building and developing path), online document accessible in
full-text at this URL:
https://sites.google.com/site/namkyluctinhorg/tac-gia-tac-pham/s-t-u-v/tran-van-chanh/giao-duc-m
ien-nam-viet-nam-1954-1975-tren-con-duong-xay-dung-va-phat-trien.
The author stated very clearly as follows: “Dai hdi Gido duc Quéc gia lan Il nam 1964 (goi 1a Pai
hoi Gido duc Toan qubc 1964) tiép tuc tai xac nhan ba nguyén téc dinh hwéng can ban nhung
stra lai thanh: nhan ban, dan toc, khoa hoc.” (The Second National Educational Conference of
1964 continued to re-affirm the three basic principles but changed into: National — Humanistic —
Scientific).

Trwong Trung Hoc Kiéu Mau (thuéc Truong Pai-Hoc Sw-Pham, SAIGON): Dw &n Pai
Cwong dé Pé Trinh Héi-dbng Khoa Pai-hoc Sw-Pham. (The Demonstration High School
(under jurisdiction of the FPUSG: General Project submitted to Academic Council of the FPUSG).
Saigon: FPUSG, 1965. 14 pages. Online document accessible in full-text at this URL:
http://www.kieumauthuduc.org/images/KMTD_Docs/DuAnDaiCuong1965.pdf

Pham Van Quéng, “Viéc chuan bj Chwong Trinh Trung Hoc Téng Hop,” (Preparations for the
implementation of the Comprehensive High Schools Program), in the same document cited in
Notes nos. 1 and 2, p. 182-183. Mr. Pham Van Quang graduated from FPUSG, Section English,
in 1961, taught English at Petrus Ky High School, and went to study in the U.S., obtained a
Bachelor’'s Degree at George Peabody College, Tennessee, and Master of Education, Southern
lllinois University. He was Head of the Guidance and Counselling Department, and later Principal
of the TDDHS.

Trwong Trung Hoc Kiéu M&u, op.cit,, p. 2.

Trwong Trung Hoc Kiéu Mau, ibid.

Pham Van Quang, “Puc két y nghia ctia chwong trinh thwe nghiép trong hé théng gido duc
va hwéng dan,” (Summerizing meanings of the career-oriented educational program within the
system of education and guidance), online document accessible in full-text at this URL:
http://kyuckieumauthuduc.com/kieumau/chuyen-xua/mon-hoc-huong-nghiep/114-y-ngha-ca-chng-

trinh-thc-nghip.html
Trdn Cam Héng, “TAm quan trong cia mén Céng Ky Nghé,” (Importance of Industrial Arts),
online document accessible in full-text at this URL:

http://kyuckieumauthuduc.com/kieumau/chuyen-xua/mon-hoc-huong-nghiep/110-tm-quan-trng-ca
-mon-hc-cong-k-ngh.html Mr. TrAn C&m Hdng obtained a Bachelor of Science in Industrial Arts
from Ohio University and was Head, Industrial Arts Department of TDDHS.

Nguyén Van Nam, “Néi dung mén Céng Ky Nghé,“ (Contents of Industrial Arts), online
document accessible in full-text at this URL:
http://kyuckieumauthuduc.com/kieumau/chuyen-xua/mon-hoc-huong-nghiep/111-ni-dung-mon-co
ng-k-ngh.html  Mr. Nguyén Van Nam obtained a Bachelor of Science in Industrial Arts from
Indiana University, Bloomington, U.S., and was Teacher of Industrial Arts of TDDHS.

Dwong Thi Kim Son, “TAm quan trong cta mén Kinh Té Gia Dinh,” (Importance of Home
Economics), online document accessible in full-text at this URL:
http://kyuckieumauthuduc.com/kieumau/chuyen-xua/mon-hoc-huong-nghiep/112-tm-quan-trng-ca
-mon-kinh-t-gia-inh.html?showall=1 Ms. Dwong Thi Kim Son graduated from FPUSG, Section
English in 1961, went to study in the U.S., obtained a Bachelor of Science in Education (1963),
and a Master of Science (1964) from Ohio University. Later, she also went to study in the U.K|
and graduated Post Graduate (1972-1973) from Queen Elizabeth College / University of London.
She was Teacher of English, Moral Guidance and Counselling, and Head, Home Economics
Department of TDDHS.

Huynh Thi Bach Tuyét, “Phan phéi chwong trinh Kinh Té Gia Dinh,” (Home Economics
program distribution), in the same document cited in Note no. 11 above. Ms. Huynh Thj Bach
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document accessible in full-text at this URL:
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Huynh Van Nhi, op.cit., Chapter 4, p. 147.

Pham Gia Vinh, email of October 24, 2020, at 10:31 PM; Vinh, former President, TDDHS Student
Council, graduated with Good Ranking (1971), went to study in the U.S. and obtained a
Bachelor’'s Degree in Engineering. According to Vinh, the total number of students who have
passed with Good Ranking in 1971 was 26, not 25 as noted in Mr. Huynh Van Nhi’s document.
Pham Van Quang, op.cit., p. 185.
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