THE UPSIDEDOWN KEYWAY

PART 1- THE UPSIDEDOWMN
KEYWAY

| saved the message and smiled. |
enjoy halping peopla. especially whan
they sound as palite and straight-for-
ward as the message on the
voicamail had. The man on
the message was a frisnd-
of-a-friend who was house-
sitting and ha needad tha
semvices of a locksmith, Re-
turning the telaphone call, |
learmed that a lock neaded
picking. ‘Mat” hiad acciden-
tally baft tha keys to the front
door inside whan he laft that
maming. After gathering the
nended information: bullding
location, number, and boiaf
door and kock descaption, |
el a lirme to maat.

Tha weathar was bright and
gunny, with litlle wind when |
arrived at the house. | knsw
from expanence that the codd would
riumb iy ingers iF it 1ok mone than a
fensy minutes picking the koeck. “Mat®
wias already there, Thare were two
entry doors with different locks on
each. The front door was opened with
a Weiser Powerbolt keypad and the
door at the rear of tha Building used an
unsdantifiable key-in-knob lock. | find
okder, genenic locks are often made
with less quality and are simpler Lo
apen, 5o | began with that one. |
lookied at the first pin inside the h;a‘:,r-
wary and saw that it was sitting on the
Botlom, Hmmm®, | thought to myself,
“This keyway is upside down™ The
pins resting on the battom needed bo
be manipulsted downward. | tilked my
head sideways and thought aboul my
nend mova. Using a small hook, | ap-
plied a lilthe pressene onto the tum-
blers. The response was smoalh and
unobstruched

| applied light, bop-kenyway tension with
tie wrench moving from a ten o'clock
position upwards. This was awkward,

consadering | am used to opposite, bot-

tom —keyway tension at leur o'clock

upside clasaup

downwards. Whan the sheer line was -
nally aligned and the plug rotated, | was
pleasad, but only tempoararily, | wery
carafully applied incressing pressure on
the keywiy with a thin lathead screw-
drivar, so | would nol bend my tension
wrench, and the plug would not turm.
Convinced | must have picked the lock in
the wrong direction, | attermpled to use
my plug spanner, | wincad with anguish
a3 | heard all the pins re-sed ingide, con-
firming my unsuceessiul
attempt at using the plug-
SinmEer.

Watl knew the keypad
combination on the ather
doar, but”, he told me,
“The awner of the house
nawer usad it | want to
Ik at the other door
and saw & deadball and
a Waisar Powerbolt key-
pad. The deadbolt was
not engeged. After 2 al-
tempbs to entar the code
on the kevpad, and hiar-
ing the modor inside
whine with
bath attempls,
Ihe oo still remained closad.
| very casually picked ihe lock
with the same tension wrench
and gmall hoak | had been
using on the cther door. When
the door opened inward, “Mat”
thankad me Kindly,

The Powserbolt was making
contact with the stike in the
frama. This was the reason
why the eleclranic keypad was
nof working. | explained the
problem to ‘Mat’ and he was
aager 1o corect any problams
with the lack mechanizm, |
quickly preformad the strike
plate corection as | describe in the fol-
lowing saction.

PART 2 - THE STRIKE PLATE
CORRECTION

Canadian wealher is particularly harsh
on daor framas. The fog of 51 John's,
the rains of Victoria, the winds of Win-
nipeg, the lca of Igaluil and the snows of
Cwnario will sach expand and contract a
buiiding. Some of the possible problems
that can arisa from extrame weather

SPF corppad chassun

conditions are frozen locks, broken keys,
weather siripping complications, loose
door hinges or latch misalignment, |
hawve: been contactad several times this
winter o correct doar misalignmends.

Frames often misalign under Mother Na-
fure's shghtest movermend causing door
latches 1o stop working as intended.
Contact between the sirike plate and
latch causes a door lock Lo change fram
@ smooth and free rotating lock cylindar
b a stifl and difficult-$o-lurn h.a.-.wa:,r -
able to bend and break over lime A oom.
ron regair on faulty doors s strike plate
filing. Strike plate filing can be praforrmed
with a dramel or a hand file. Discowering
the exact location to apply the file on the
contacting metal s a simple, yel care-
fully performad procedura.

Tha space batween the latch and the
striki plate may be wide enough for you
to s&6 where conlact is being madae,
howavar somatmes a tightly fitted daar
will nod pravide @nough open area for
you 1o obserde contack M you ane unable
lo sne whara friction is being mede, look
for markings on
the strike plate it
seff. The abra-
sions might be
an the bothom,
siha or top of tha
Slrike plabe opan-
ing, or om bao
pearpendicular
sides a5 Tound
on a comer. |
lightly mark the
alnke plate wilth
a pencil bafora
filimg,

The remaval of
1he sirike plate
must be dong
deficalely. A pow-
erful drill will easiy sirip the acrew drive,
Place the sirike plate in a vica, and only
remove the marked area, Similar (o im-
pressioning, tha filing, settng, re-filing
and re-setling are necessary steps to
craating the final product. A praperdy in-
stallad lock works smoothly and has un-
inhabited movement. The wood frame
behind the strike plate may also nead o
b riz-girillrd or chisellad 1o stop contact
with the latch. A hammes and sharp
chisal are essential mambers of a lock-
smith's tool farmilly




