
 

               
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As you become a high school student your grades will count toward graduation. 

 Start your academic planning now! 

 

 
 

Graduation Requirements – Things to Think About Now 
 

Carefully select your coursework – It is a good idea to plan where you are going to fit the 

required classes for graduation by using your 4-Year Plan found in Skyward. You will create a 

4-Year plan for high school in your PCCR meeting. Refer to your 4-Year Plan when making future 

class selections.  

 

Decide which diploma you will earn - Canyons School District offers differentiated diplomas in 

an effort to ensure each child is ready for the college and career of interest by the time they 

graduate high school. The Advanced and Honors diplomas encourage students to take more 

rigorous courses to meet research-based standards of college-readiness and the heightened 

demands of today’s workforce. Students who wish to receive an Advanced or Honors diplomas are 

also required to take a foreign language. Diploma options are listed later in this packet. 

 

Challenge yourself – Take challenging classes in core academics. Taking challenging classes will help 

you be better prepared for the rigor of college courses. Think about your goals and determine what 

it’s going to take to reach those goals.  

 

Get help - If you are struggling in classes don't hesitate to get help. All teachers are available at 

various times before and after school. Learning how to ask for help is a vital skill for success.  

 

Check Skyward - Become familiar with Skyward to check your grades/attendance regularly. 

Checking your grades and assignments is a great way to be proactive about your academic success. 

 

Middle School is Fun and it Counts! 

 

Some students think that their Middle School years don't count. Not true! The classes you take in 

6th, 7th, and 8th grade are carefully designed to prepare you for high school. Teachers expect you 
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to master the material so you are ready to move up to high school. Teachers expect that you have 

learned and mastered the subjects of previous years and will refer to concepts you were already 

taught. That is why it is so important that you learn what has been taught so as to not fall behind. 

All students need to take 6th, 7th, and 8th grade seriously. By doing your best in middle school, 

many opportunities will be available and you’ll learn important study habits that will help you in high 

school and college. Take middle school seriously. Attendance matters!  

 

 

Helpful Internet Sites 

Canyons School District:  www.canyonsdistrict.org 

Utah System of Higher Education:  www.ushe.edu 

UEN Parent Support:  https://www.uen.org/parents/middle_high.php 

College Board:  www.collegeboard.org 

ACT Test:  www.act.org 

Savings Plan for College:  www.savingforcollege.com/   

My 529 Savings Plan:  https://my529.org 

Free Application For Student Aid: https://studentaid.gov 

O*Net Interest Profiler and Job Search:  https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip 

Keys to Success:  https://www.ktsutah.org/resources 

Butler Middle Counseling Center website:  

https://sites.google.com/csddocs.org/butlermiddleschoolcounseling/home 

Brighton High School Counseling Center website:  http://www.bhscounseling.org 
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Be Ready for College and Career! 
 

State and local education leaders want all students to have college and career goals that will prepare them to 

experience fulfilling lives, actively participate as educated citizens, and thrive in a particularly competitive and 

global marketplace. A college and career ready student is prepared to succeed in college. The following are 

joint college and career readiness recommendations from Utah State Board of Education and the Utah System 

of Higher Education 
 

Build an Academic Foundation: 

Take challenging classes in high school to develop an 

understanding of different subjects and a solid 

academic preparation for college-level courses. 

 
Create a 4-year CCR-Plan in 8

th 
grade. Pay attention to 

graduation requirements, college recommended courses, 

and career interests. Include Advanced Placement (AP), 

International Baccalaureate (IB), or concurrent 

enrollment (CE) classes that lead to college credit and 

provide direct experience in college-level studies. 

Select concurrent enrollment classes that apply to 

general education, a certificate, or a degree that fits 

educational plans. 
 
 
 

Strengthen Your Transferable 

Skills:  

Select challenging courses in high school to develop 

critical thinking and problem-solving skills.  Establish 

effective time  management and study habits. Learn how 

to communicate effectively through both writing and 

speaking. Seek opportunities to work with a team. Be 

proficient in current technology. 

 

Evaluate Your Progress: 

Make sure you are doing your best work possible. Adjust 

study habits and course choices to stay on track. Use 

standardized test results and course grades to gauge how 

close you are to being ready for college. 

Explore College Campuses and   

Learn About Different Ways to Pay for 

Your Education: 

Visit at least one college campus during junior year in 

high school. Take a guided tour and ask questions. 

Think about what type of college environment is a 

good fit for you (size, location, student life, 

academics). 

 
Research how much college costs.  Compare tuition, 

fees, and housing expenses of different colleges.  

Understand the different ways to pay for college, 

such as savings, scholarships, grants, loans, and 

work-study.  

 

Pay Attention to Deadlines: 

Take a college entrance exam (ACT or SAT) during 

junior year.  Retake it senior year if you want to 

improve your score. Submit college applications by 

the priority deadline. Participate in your high 

school’s Utah College Application Week events 

during November of your senior year. Submit the 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

by the priority deadline of your senior year.    
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What does it mean to be college and career ready? 
 

 

Put aside any doubts you may have about going to college and believe that you can and will go. Regardless of 

roadblocks, you can reach your dreams by stepping up to higher education. Millions of students just like you have 

said, “I’m going to college” and you can too! Good grades and test scores are definitely helpful, but if you have 

low grades and test scores, don’t count yourself out. Keep moving forward! 

 

See college and career in YOUR future! 

1.​ Build college-going ASPIRATIONS 

2.  Pay attention to ACADEMIC planning 

3.  Support ENRICHMENT and EXTRACURRICULAR engagement 

4.  Provide college and career EXPLORATION 

5.  Promote college and career AWARENESS 

6.  Introduce COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY planning 

7.  Understand the college and career ADMISSION’S process 

8.  TRANSITION from high school graduation to college enrollment 

(The College Board National Office for School Counselor Advocacy, 2010) 

 

 College Ready 

College today means much more than just pursuing a four-year 

degree at a university. Being "college-ready" means being 

prepared for any postsecondary education or training experience, 

including study at two- and four-year institutions leading to a 

postsecondary credential (i.e. a certificate, license, Associates or 

Bachelor's degree). Being college ready means that a high school 

graduate has the knowledge and skills necessary to qualify for and 

succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing college courses without the 

need for remedial coursework. 

 

 Career Ready 

In today's economy, a "career" is not just a job. A career provides a family-sustaining wage and pathways to 

advancement and requires postsecondary training or education. A job may be obtained with only a high school 

diploma, but offers no guarantee of advancement or mobility. Being ready for a career means that a high 

school graduate has the knowledge and skills needed to qualify for and succeed in the postsecondary job 

training and/or education necessary for their chosen career (i.e. community college, technical/vocational 

program, apprenticeship or significant on-the-job training). 

 

Why Plan Now? 

What you study and learn in elementary, middle, and high school will prepare you to be college and career 

ready. It’s never too soon to start thinking about your future and what you need to do in school now to be 

ready. Begin as early as you can with goals in mind, so you can focus on what you need to do and classes you 

need to take (in middle school and high school) to be prepared for your bright and compelling college and 

career future. 

 
(What is College And Career Ready, https://www.achieve.org/college-and-career-readiness) 
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College Education = Opportunities 
 

All students need to plan for college after high school. College is defined 

as 1, 2, 4, or more years of education and training after high school. 

College can be a community college, Utah College of Applied Technology, a 

private technical college, etc., where you can earn a 1-year certificate or 

diploma or a 2-year associate’s degree. College is also an institution where 

you can earn a 4-year bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree, or an 

advanced professional degree. 

 
College education and post-secondary training will be the best 

investment you will ever make. Your earning power will increase as you 

learn. People with the most education usually make the highest wages, 

particularly if they study math and science. A positive future lies ahead 

when you take school seriously and plan for education and training after 

high school graduation. All students need to prepare to be college and 

career ready!  
 

Top 5 Reasons to Go to College (1,2,4 or more): 

1.    Financial & Job Security - On average college graduates earn as much as 65% more than high school 

graduates. Statistics show that people with higher levels of education and advanced training tend to have better 

job security and stay ahead of unemployment curves. 

2.   Make Connections – You can make connections with other students, professors, and on-campus professional 

organizations that will help you find internships and career opportunities. 

3.   Healthy & Happy Life - Going to college and earning a certificate, a diploma, or a degree will help you feel 

better about yourself and also help you gain more responsibility and get promotions at work. 

4.   Better Career Opportunities - Most jobs today require specialized training. That means you will need 1, 2, 4, 

or more years of education and training after high school to be prepared for jobs in your future. 

5.   Future Generations - Are you hesitant because no one in your family has gone to college? Start a tradition! 

Education and training in college can have a positive impact on you and your entire family! 

- https://research.collegeboard.org/trends/education-pays 
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College and Career Checklists 
 

Every Year 

□ Attend school regularly and take it seriously. 

□ Work hard and do your best in ALL of your classes, 

not just your favorite ones. 

□ Start Saving money for college 

Grades 6-8 MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARS 

REFLECT, EXPLORE, AND EXPAND ON 

YOUR WAY TO SUCCESS 

□ Do your homework. Homework is practice, and by doing it 

you do better in school. 

□ Learn and develop good study habits so you’ll do better 

on tests and get the best grades you can. 

□ Keep up on reading assignments for all classes, and read 

books, magazines, or online articles for fun. 
 

□ Get to know your school counselor and attend your CCR 

planning meeting. 

□ Participate in Career Day and Reality Town at your school. 

□ Tell your parents about the things you are doing in school. 

□ Be involved in sports, music, clubs, and other activities at 

your school and community. 

□ Pay attention in your CCA class, you will explore your 

interests and abilities. 

□ Think about what kind of career you would like to have 

and what college preparation you will need. 

□ Talk with adults you know about their careers and what 

they like or dislike about them. 

□ Explore courses your high school has to offer. Learn 

about the CTEC. 

□ Talk to your parents/guardians about going to college. 

□ Attend your 8
th

 grade PCCR meeting with a parent or 

guardian.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As you plan for certain scholarships, be aware that certain classes may be required. 

Keys to Success has scholarship resources: https://www.ktsutah.org/resources 

Grade 9 - FRESHMAN YEAR - PLANNING TO SUCCEED 

□ Plan your schedule with classes that fill graduation requirements, are connected to interests and abilities, and prepare you 

for college. 

□ Work hard for good grades. The grades you earn in 9
th

 grade will be included in your final high school GPA and class rank.  

□ Get to know your school counselor and attend your Plan for College & Career Readiness (PCCR) meeting. 

□ Explore your interests and possible careers using YouScience or ktsutah.org. 

□ Get involved in extracurricular activities (both school and community). 

□ Talk to your parents about planning for college expenses and begin a savings plan for college. 

□ Tour a nearby college or a college campus near relatives or friends. Check out the dorms, go to the library and 

student center.  

□ Find out about summer enrichment programs (CTEC courses, college summer programs, etc.) 

□ Keep track of your Progress Toward Graduation (PTG). 
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Grade 10 - SOPHOMORE YEAR - SETTING GOALS TO SUCCEED 

□ Schedule classes that fulfill graduation requirements, are connected to your interests and abilities, and will prepare you for 

college. 

□ Attend your Plan for College & Career Readiness (PCCR) meeting. 

□ Work hard for good grades. The grades you earn in 10
th 

grade will be included in your final high school GPA and class rank. 

Grades also count toward college admission and scholarships. 

□ Learn about college entrance requirements. 

□ Check out Career Technical Education (CTE) programs that interest you at your school or at the CTEC. 

□ Get involved in leadership positions in the activities that you like best. Get involved in community service and other volunteer 

activities. 

□ Work on your writing skills ─ you’ll need them no matter what you do. 

 

Grade 11 - JUNIOR YEAR - DECIDING TO SUCCEED  

 FALL 

□ Attend your PCCR meeting and review your PTG.  Don’t let requirements for graduation or college admission requirements slip 

by. 

□ Decide why you want to continue your education after high school so you will be able to choose the best college pathway for 

your needs. Remember that education after high school does not mean a college or university. 

□ Prioritize a list of colleges that meet your most important criteria (size, location, majors, academic rigor, housing, and cost). 

 SPRING 

□ Register for the April ACT exam. You can take it again in June and/or in the fall of your senior year, if necessary. 

□ Have a discussion with your parents about colleges of interest. 

□ Set up a filing system with individual folders for each college’s correspondence and printed materials. 

□ Plan your schedule for 12
th 

grade to include classes and CTE courses that are rigorous and line up with your interests and 

personal goals. 

 SUMMER 

□ Visit the campuses of your top college choices (in person or online). 

□ Start filling out your online Common App. 

□ Talk with people you know who have attended the colleges that interest you. 

□Be prepared to pay for college application, financial aid, and testing fees in fall. 

 

 

Grade 12 - SENIOR YEAR - APPLYING TO SUCCEED 
FALL 

□ Plan the details of your future college experience! 

□ Get good grades. Make sure you are on track to graduate in the spring. 

□ Attend your CCR planning meeting with your counselor and take your parents along.  

□ Don’t let graduation or college admissions requirements slip by. 

□ Participate in your school’s college day/week. 

□ Continue to participate in extracurricular and volunteer activities. Demonstrate initiative, creativity, commitment, and 

leadership in each. 

□ Request applications from schools you’re interested in by mail or via the Internet. 
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□ Record application deadlines for college admission, financial aid, and scholarships on your planning calendar. 

□ Check resource books, computer programs, and the counseling and/or career center for information on scholarships, cash 

awards, and grants. 

□ Register for and take the ACT or SAT (or both). 

□ Be sure you have requested (either by mail or online) that your test scores be sent to the colleges 

of your choice. 

□ Mail or send electronically any college applications for early- decision admission by November 1. 

□ Visit colleges while classes are in session. 

□ Print extra copies or make photocopies of every application you send. 

 

 WINTER 

□ Attend college-prep, financial aid and scholarship nights held at your school or a neighboring school. 

□ Send mid-year grade reports to colleges. Continue to focus on your schoolwork! Meet with your counselor to 

 review senior year course options and graduation requirements. 

□ Discuss ACT results with your counselor. Register to take it again to try to improve your score. 

□ Stay involved with your extracurricular activities. Colleges look for consistency and depth in activities. 

□ See your counselor to apply for on-campus summer programs for high school students. Apply for a summer job or internship.  

□ Fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA https://studentaid.gov/). FAFSA forms are available October 1. 

Send results to colleges you apply to. 

□ Apply to at least one college that you know you can afford and where you know you will be accepted. 

□ Meet with your counselor to verify that transcripts, recommendations, etc., are in order and have been sent out to colleges. 

 

 SPRING 

□ Watch your mail between March 1 and April 1 for acceptance notifications from colleges. 

□ Watch your mail for notification of financial aid awards between April 1 and May 1. 

□ Make your final college choice, and notify all schools of your intent by May 1. 

□ Be sure that you have received a FAFSA acknowledgment. 

□ If you applied for a Pell Grant (on the FAFSA), you will receive the Student Aid Report (SAR) statement. Review this Pell 

notice, and send your information via the FAFSA website to the college you plan to attend.  

□ Complete follow-up paperwork for the college of your choice (scheduling, orientation session, housing arrangements, and 

other necessary forms). 

 SUMMER 

□ Congratulations! You are about to begin a great adventure. Good luck! 

□ Get a job – hopefully a job that is related to your interests and career goals. 

 

Extracurricular Involvement – There are many clubs and extracurricular activities for which you can be 

involved here at Butler Middle and at Brighton High. Information is given throughout the year. 
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Canyons and Jordan School Districts offer opportunities for students to attend technical schools. 

Technical schools provide depth and meaning for hands-on learners by taking career related courses. 

Students are eligible to attend technical school their 11
th

 or 12
th

 grade years. Students interested in 

applying for a technical school should start planning with their school counselor during their 10
th

 grade 

year. Technical schools require students to leave their traditional high school for half of the day.  
 

Visit ctec.canyonsdistrict.org or jordantech.org for more information. 

 
Programs available at CTEC: Catalog 

Business Leadership/Project Management, Construction Management, Cosmetology/Barbering, Criminal 

Justice, Cybersecurity/Networking, Digital Media/3D Animation, Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), 

Heavy Duty Mechanics/Diesel, Medical Assistant, Medical Forensics, Nurse Assistant (CNA), Physical 

Therapy, Programming/Software Development, Welding Technician 

 

 

Programs available at JATC: Catalog 

Aviation Science, Auto Collision Repair Technician, Barbering (Intro and Advanced), Biotechnology & Medical 

Forensics, Computer Programming, Criminal Justice, Dental Assistant, Diesel Technician, Digital Media, 

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), Engineering (Principles; Aerospace; Capstone; Civil; Robotics), Fire 

Science, Hair Design, Heavy Duty Diesel Mechanics, Horticulture/Landscape Architecture, Medical Assistant, 

Nail Technician, Natural Resources, Nurse Assistant (CNA), Pharmacy Technician, Sports Medicine and 

Rehabilitation, Teacher Education, Veterinary Science, Web Development, Welding 

 

 

Agricultural Education 

●​ Landscape 
Architecture 

●​ Natural Resources 
●​ Urban Horticulture 
●​ Veterinary Science 

 Behavioral Health 

●​ Behavioral Health 

Health Science 

●​ Biotechnology & 
Medical Forensics 

●​ Dental Assistant 
●​ EMT 
●​ Medical Assistant 

●​ Nurse Assistant (CNA) 
●​ Pharmacy Technician 
●​ Sports Medicine & 

Rehabilitation 

 Information Technology 

●​ Computer 
Programming 

●​ Digital Media 
●​ Web Design 

 Skilled & Technical 
Sciences 

●​ Auto Collision Repair 
●​ Aviation Science 
●​ Barbering / Hair Design 
●​ Criminal Justice 

●​ Fire Science 
●​ Diesel Technician 
●​ Nail Technician 
●​ Welding 

 Teacher Education 

●​ Teacher Education 
●​ Introduction to 

Education 

 Engineering 

●​ Engineering: First year 
●​ Engineering: 

Aerospace 
●​ Engineering: Civil 
●​ Engineering: Robotics 
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Plan ahead and consider the following:  

What skills will you need for your future job?  

Are there classes you can take in high school to build the skills now?  

Will a technical center program help you reach your career goals?  

Are there certain colleges or trade school programs to help you in this job?  

Which college will be best for you? Consider the programs offered, campus life, and admittance 

requirements.  

 

Colleges in Utah: 

 

2-Year Colleges in Utah 

Salt Lake Community College 

Snow College 

Utah College of Applied Technology 

Ensign College- Some 4 year degree programs 

 

4-Year Colleges/Universities in Utah 

Utah Tech 

Southern Utah University 

University of Utah 

College of Eastern Utah 

Utah State University 

Weber State University 

Utah Valley University 

Brigham Young University 

Westminster College 
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Roadmap to Your Future 
 

Choose the Program that is right for You 

 

There are many classes and programs to choose from, both at your 

boundary school and throughout the district. Take classes that will 

help you build skills and learn more about yourself. As you learn 

more about your interests and abilities you will find programs and 

classes in school that can help you meet your goals. The following 

provides information about a few options available to you. Talk to 

your school counselor to find out more.  
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Thinking about doing something after high school? Now is the time to start planning! How 

you perform in high school will have a huge impact on what you do after graduation! 
Colleges & Universities & Trade Schools will be looking for the following: 
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Scholarship Materials  
 

 

Start earning scholarships now! Here are a few ideas on information you should gather 

beforehand. Start a folder with specific information, certificates, awards, etc. 
 
 
List of any awards or special recognition you’ve received, awards and honors (include activities 

through school, as well as outside of school). Add your certificates and take pictures of 

medals/trophies. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
List clubs, sports, leadership activities, student government participation, NJHS/NHS, school 

ambassadors (list grade levels/year and offices held) and other extra-curricular activities. 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
List any community service or volunteer experience in which you have participated.  

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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CANYONS SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Brighton High School Diploma Options 
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