
 
 

Guided Conversation 134 
 
 

DISCUSSION POINTS 
 

 1.  Would you prefer, now, to be doing a completely different job to the one you are  
     actually doing?  Explain why.  
 
 2.  Have you ever met a private detective?  Describe the sort of work that they have  
     to do, and the kind of life that they have to lead. 
 
 3.  Do you think that we have a good deal to learn from modern China?  If so, what  
     exactly? 
 
 4.  Do you think that it is right that old people should live at home with their 
     relatives?  Should they perhaps be put into special homes, so as not to be a 
     burden on their relatives? 
 
 5.  If you've been abroad, you've probably noticed how differently people drive. 
     Describe such differences as you've noticed, and relate them to national character. 

 
 
 
 

ROLE PLAY 
 
 
First dialogue: two people talking about a mutual acquaintance. 
 
 
Person A                                 ​ Person B 
 
 
How's your friend Janet Williams?        ​ ............... 
 
 ..............                         ​ Not Williams anymore, she goes by Harris now. 
 
Has she been divorced?                    ​ ............... 
 
 ..............                          ​ Yes, a couple of months ago. 
 
Well, I'm sorry to hear that.  ​ ............... 
 
 ..............                          ​ She uses her maiden name now. 
 
Where does she live?                ​ ............... 
 
 ..............                          ​ Up in Yorkshire. 
 
Is she working?                    ​ ............... 
 
 ..............                          ​ I've got no idea.  I don’t keep in touch anymore.     
 
Why on earth not?                        ​ ............... 
 
 ..............                          ​ Well, you see, I was good friends with her  
​ husband.               
 
 
 
Second dialogue: two friends talking about their forthcoming holidays. 
 
 
Person A                                 ​ Person B 

-  
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Are you planning to go abroad this summer?          ​ ............... 
 
 ..............                          ​ We haven't made any definite plans yet. 
 
We're going to Petra - have you ever been there?    ​ ............... 
 
 ..............                          ​ No, I don't even know where it is. 
 
It's in the Middle East.                 ​ ............... 
 
 ..............                          ​ Whereabouts exactly? 
 
In Jordan, not  far from Amman.           ​ ............... 
 
 ..............                          ​ What's so special about it? 
 
It's the ancient capital; there are      ​ ............... 
vast temples cut in the solid rock. 
 
 
 

PARAPHRASING 
 
(Students should supply a full sentence every time) 
 
- Do you know about the difficulties involved?​​ ​ ​ Are you aware of 

- Do this translation without using a dictionary to help you.​ ​ ​ the aid of a dictionary 

- He's an intimate friend of mine.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ a close 

- Don't sit too near the fire.​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ close to 

- This job needs fluent English.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ requires 

- Where do you intend to spend your holidays?​ ​ ​ ​ are you planning 

- Switch on a light, you don't want to damage your eyesight.​ ​ ​ harm 

- You can contact me any morning at the office.​ ​ ​ ​ get in touch with 

- Let's maintain contact with each other.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ keep in touch 

- For the last ten years of his life, Van Gogh had no contact with reality.               was out of touch 

- We're collecting old clothes to help the poor.           ….....................            ​ in aid of 

- The opera went on for six hours.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ lasted 

- These shoes will never wear out as long as you live.​​ ​ ​ last you a lifetime 

- He's really quite harmless.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ His bark is worse than  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ his bite 

 
 

INTONATION 
 

 

God helps those who help themselves. 
 
- Did you say God helps those who help others? 

- God hits those who help themselves? 

- The government helps them? 
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- I didn't get the third word.  Did you say "God helps these who help themselves"? 

- I think you made a grammatical mistake.  Did I hear you say "God helps those which help  

     themselves? 
- O.K.  So God helps those who hurt themselves. 

- I'm sorry.  I've forgotten the proverb.  What was it again?     

 

EXERCISE 

 
Make sentences using STILL and YET: 
 
Example:  I haven't sent that email. 
           ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  I'm still writing it.   

I haven't finished it yet.    
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Prompt (if necessary) 
 

- I'm waiting for my friends.​​ ​ ​          ​ on their way (still) 
arrived (yet) 

- It's so difficult to find a flat nowadays.​ ​ ​ looking for (still) 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ found (yet) 
- What was the result of your blood test?​ ​ ​ waiting for (still) 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ got  (yet) 
- Did you enjoy "War and Peace"?​ ​ ​ ​ reading (still) 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (even) started (yet) 
- Are you going to India or Peru for your holidays? ​ ​ made up your mind (yet) 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ thinking about it (still) 
- We took a lot of photographs on holiday this year.​ ​ being printed (still) 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ been developed (yet) 
- Lunch will be late today.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ started cooking 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ preparing 
- It's the last night of the opera tonight.​ ​ ​ got a ticket 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ trying to book 
- We should have received those samples last week.​ ​ been delivered 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ waiting 
- The train should have left an hour ago.​ ​ ​ waiting  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (even) arrived 
- He's been taking driving lessons for years.​ ​ ​ passed his test 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ practising 
- Everyone tells him smoking is bad for his health.​ ​ given up 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ smokes forty a day 
- She's lived in England for ten years.​ ​ ​ speak with an accent 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ lost her foreign accent 
- I've been sunbathing all summer.​ ​ ​ ​ got a tan 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ as white as a sheet 
- Have you got that material you wanted?​ ​ ​ bought 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ looking 
- This is the end of the exercise, but...​ ​ ​ not clear 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ understood 
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Lesson 133-134 

Exercise 23. p. 47 
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ANSWERS: 3. a little sunshine 4. very little sunshine 5. a few programs 6. very few television programs 7. a few drops 8. 

a little oil 9. very little jewelry 

Exercise 24. p. 48 

ANSWERS: 3. a little salt 4. very little salt 5. a little music 6. very little traffic 7. very few friends 8. a few days .. . a few 

days 9. a few more minutes 10. a little more time 11. a few nuts 12. very few toys 13. a little rain 14. a little honey. . . a 

little milk 15. very little patience 16. very few problems 

Exercise 6. p. 49 

ANSWERS: 2. it consists 3. It 4. They 5. they 6. It doesn’t 7. they 8. It was 9. They are . .. their ... them 10. It is 

Exercise 13. p. 51 

2. Another ... Another . . . Another ... the other 3. The other 4. The others 5. The other 6. others 7. other 8. another 9. 

Others 10. the other 11. other 12. others 13. another 14. another15. Another. . Others 16. others 17. Another ... Others 

other 18. the other 19. the others 20. another 21. Another The other 
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