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Summary

This is the fourth lesson from the Strumming Through The Americas ukulele course. Students
will learn their second chord, G, and implement a new strumming rhythm incorporating an
upstroke. Then students will engage in an improvisation activity that uses two chords to create
a song.

Objectives
e Interpret a G chord diagram.
e Incorporate the upstroke to create a strumming pattern.
e Integrate the strumming pattern with changes between C and G chords.
e Arrange a chord progression by improvising the lengths between two chords.

Materials
e Ukulele
e Google Slides: G Chord, Strumming
and Improvisation Exercise
e “Something” on Ukulele

The G Chord

Second Strumming Pattern
Improvisation Exercise

Adaptive tools or chord changers for
students with disabilities

Note: S'Cool Sounds lessons are for educational and informational use only. SCS highly
recommends the use of SafeShare to watch media securely without advertisements, pop-ups,
and/or unwanted [inappropriate] content when teaching young audiences.

Explore

1. Display the Google Slides: G Chord, Strumming and Improvisation Exercise. Explain to
students that while “La Pisada” has only one chord, many songs use two or more chords, played
one after the other.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZokYRzCYjMipSNvJ65WNz2DGRz8bK7Lp92K83OTbIVM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZokYRzCYjMipSNvJ65WNz2DGRz8bK7Lp92K83OTbIVM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xl-BNTeJXjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZqzj7jkCWE&list=PL4eI58t0_KRl8UHdPwlkJcQ9B-AnNJGMb&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbHJsMZBcA4&list=PL4eI58t0_KRl8UHdPwlkJcQ9B-AnNJGMb&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIwp4WK-R2o&list=PL4eI58t0_KRl8UHdPwlkJcQ9B-AnNJGMb&index=10
https://safeshare.tv/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZokYRzCYjMipSNvJ65WNz2DGRz8bK7Lp92K83OTbIVM/edit?usp=sharing

2. Engage students in a listening and viewing session. Play the video of “Something” on Ukulele,
stopping the video around 1:30. Students will see Paul McCartney playing the George Harrison
classic using a ukulele. Explain that while this song was not originally performed on the ukulele,
we can adapt all kinds of songs for the instrument. Ask: Can you hear the ukulele playing more
than one chord in this song? Mention that ukulele can be played with other instruments, as seen
in the video.

3. Tell students that they will learn a second chord and strumming pattern during an exciting
activity.

Learn

1. Play The G Chord video. Note that this chord is more challenging than C major. Pause the
video at 0:32 to display the chord diagram. Allow students time to learn the chord shape and
correct finger placement. On strings for the left hand, remind students to place their fingers
below the nail tip but before the flat of the finger. Practice this chord and support students as
needed.

2. Play the Second Strumming Pattern video and pause at 0:49 to allow students time to
practice integrating the up and down strums with the C chord. Model the pattern, drawing
attention to a soft approach that pushes through the strings, rather than pulling them up or
pressing them in.

3. Resume the video from 0:49. Students will apply the second strumming rhythm to the G
chord. After they learn this rhythm, students can incorporate the instructions from the end of the
video and practice the strumming pattern, moving between the C and G chords.

Perform & Share

1. Show the Improvisation Exercise video. This video has a brief explanation of the exercise until
0:48. A backing rhythm track will play for the remainder of the video, providing an opportunity
for students to create their own arrangements of the C and G chords.

2. Allow students time to practice with the track, as needed. If students need support, explain
that they can leave a four beat rest between chords. This will allow time to transition musically,
while still keeping the beat with the track.

3. Create a video with the backing track portion of the video playing. Invite individual students to
take turns playing their new arrangements.

4. Share your musical creations at S'Cool Sounds Padlet.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xl-BNTeJXjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZqzj7jkCWE&list=PL4eI58t0_KRl8UHdPwlkJcQ9B-AnNJGMb&index=8
https://youtu.be/zZqzj7jkCWE?list=PL4eI58t0_KRl8UHdPwlkJcQ9B-AnNJGMb&t=32
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbHJsMZBcA4&list=PL4eI58t0_KRl8UHdPwlkJcQ9B-AnNJGMb&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbHJsMZBcA4&list=PL4eI58t0_KRl8UHdPwlkJcQ9B-AnNJGMb&t=49s
https://youtu.be/sbHJsMZBcA4?list=PL4eI58t0_KRl8UHdPwlkJcQ9B-AnNJGMb&t=49
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIwp4WK-R2o&list=PL4eI58t0_KRl8UHdPwlkJcQ9B-AnNJGMb&index=10
https://padlet.com/SCoolSounds/22ahwc6nyypuswp7
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