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You may not have grown up around people who are Black, but | have. Black people are a
fundamental part of my life: they are my friends, my classmates and teammates, my
roommates, my family. Today, I'm scared for them.

This year, the American police have already killed more than 500 people. Of those, 25% have
been Black, even though Black people make up only 13% of the population. Earlier this week in
Louisiana, two White police officers killed a Black man named Alton Sterling while he sold CDs
on the street. The very next day in Minnesota, a police officer shot and killed a Black man
named Philando Castile in his car during a routine traffic stop while his girlfriend and her
four-year-old daughter looked on. Overwhelmingly, the police do not face any consequences for
ending these lives.

= —~
s =
o 7
S 2.
- 7
) ©
m —
@
0
) 3.
@ <
>
3 @
5 -
®
<
5 g
c <
0 —
e} 5
= =l
® 8
@ 3
®
o o
5 o
S —
Q 3
» <
o
o)
?
®
0
(2
=)
D
>
a
7
=
@
3
—
5
®
<
®
<
a
)
<



It's true that we face discrimination for being Asian in this country. Sometimes people are rude
to us about our accents, or withhold promotions because they don’t think of us as “leadership
material.” They call us rapist and drug dealers.

slaves against their will. For centuries, their communities, families, and bodies were ripped apart
for profit. Even after slavery, they had to build back their lives by themselves, with no
institutional support—not allowed to vote or own homes, and constantly under threat of violence
that continues to this day.

In fighting for their own rights, Black activists have led the movement for opportunities not just
for themselves, but for us as well. Many of our friends and relatives are only able to be in this
country because Black activists fought to open up immigration for Asians in the 1960s. Black
people have been beaten, jailed, even killed fighting for many of the rights that Asian Americans
enjoy today. We owe them so much in return. We are all fighting against the same unfair system
that prefers we compete against each other.

When someone is walking home and gets shot by a sworn protector of the peace—even if that
officer’s last name is Liang—that is an assault on all of us, and on all of our hopes for equality
and fairness under the law.

For all of these reasons, | support the Black Lives Matter movement. Part of that support means
speaking up when | see people in my community—or even my own family—say or do things that
diminish the humanity of Black Americans in this country. | am telling you this out of love,
because | don’t want this issue to divide us. I'm asking that you try to empathize with the anger
and grief of the fathers, mothers, and children who have lost their loved ones to police violence.
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As your child, I am proud and eternally grateful that you made the long, hard journey to this
country, that you've lived decades in a place that has not always been kind to you. You've never
wished your struggles upon me. Instead, you've suffered through a prejudiced America, to bring
me closer to the American Dream.

But | hope you can consider this: the American Dream cannot exist for only your children. We
are all in this together, and we cannot feel safe until ALL our friends, loved ones, and neighbors
are safe. The American Dream that we seek is a place where all Americans can live without fear
of police violence. This is the future that | want—and one that | hope you want, too.
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