
Romans 1: The Awakening of a World That Forgot God—and the Call to 
Rise Again 

There are chapters in Scripture that don’t simply teach us something; they confront us, shake 
us, reveal us, and call us higher. Romans 1 is one of those chapters. It is not a gentle 
introduction to faith, nor is it a soft opening to theology. Romans 1 is a spiritual earthquake. It is 
God holding up a mirror to humanity and saying, “This is what happens when a world tries to 
live without Me.” 

It is a chapter that exposes the heart of mankind—but also reveals the heart of God. It is a 
chapter that shows us the consequences of turning away from truth—but also the unstoppable 
power of the gospel to restore, rescue, and redeem. 

Romans 1 is not a chapter meant to make you feel small.​
 It is a chapter meant to make you wake up.​
 It is a chapter meant to give you clarity.​
 It is a chapter meant to anchor your identity.​
 It is a chapter meant to ignite your calling. 

For many people, Romans 1 is remembered for its warnings. But the warnings are not the point. 
The warnings are a pathway. Paul is showing us the brokenness of the world so we can see the 
beauty, necessity, and urgency of the gospel. 

Romans 1 is about the ungodliness of humanity—​
 and the unstoppable faithfulness of God. 

Romans 1 is about a world that forgot its Creator—​
 and a Savior who refuses to stop pursuing us. 

Romans 1 is about the collapse of human wisdom—​
 and the rise of God’s eternal truth. 

This is not simply Paul teaching theology.​
 This is Paul exposing the very fractures of the human heart—fractures that still echo through 
our world today with painful clarity. 

And if you look closely, Romans 1 is not just about the world.​
 It is about us.​
 It is about the places in our hearts that drift, forget, avoid, deny, or hide. 

It is about the moments when we think we can live without God, and the consequences that 
unfold when we try. 

https://youtu.be/SczxWDKAhIw
https://sites.google.com/view/romans-1-explained/home


But most importantly, Romans 1 shows us the power of the gospel—not as a message, not as 
an idea, and not as a philosophy—but as a force. A living force that cannot be stopped, cannot 
be diluted, cannot be ignored, and cannot be defeated. 

Because before Paul ever exposes the darkness,​
 he declares the light. 

“I am not ashamed of the gospel.” 

These words are not poetry. They are a declaration of war. 

The Gospel That Cannot Be Silenced 
Before Paul ever addresses the spiritual decay of the world, he begins with a confession of 
boldness, strength, and unshakable conviction. 

“I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believes.” 

There is something powerful about this order.​
 Paul doesn’t start with sin.​
 Paul doesn’t start with failure.​
 Paul doesn’t start with judgment. 

Paul starts with the solution.​
 With the hope.​
 With the power.​
 With the answer. 

Paul begins with the declaration that the gospel is not simply a message—it is power. Not 
emotional power. Not intellectual power. Not social power. Not political power. 

Divine power.​
 Power that cuts through darkness.​
 Power that restores broken identities.​
 Power that transforms the human heart from the inside out.​
 Power that reaches places nothing else can reach.​
 Power that changes what people think cannot be changed. 

Paul is not ashamed because Paul has seen what the gospel can do. 

He has seen it break chains.​
 He has seen it heal trauma.​
 He has seen it rebuild shattered lives.​
 He has seen it free people from addictions, shame, and identity confusion.​



 He has seen it take murderers, liars, hypocrites, idol worshipers, thieves, religious elitists, and 
hardened sinners—and turn them into ambassadors of truth. 

Paul isn’t ashamed because Paul knows the truth: 

The gospel is the only force in the universe that can change a human heart. 

But Paul also knows something else—​
 the world will always try to silence what it cannot control. 

The Descent of a World That Turns Away 
After Paul declares the power of the gospel, he turns to the reality of the world.​
 Not to scare us.​
 Not to shame us.​
 Not to condemn us. 

But to show us why the gospel matters so desperately. 

Romans 1 describes step by step how a society collapses spiritually—not through sudden 
disaster, but through slow, inward decay. The decay always begins with one thing: forgetting 
God. 

“For although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were they thankful.” 

Here lies the root of every spiritual decline—​
 not ignorance of God,​
 but rejection of God. 

The world didn’t fall because people didn’t know God existed.​
 The world fell because people chose to stop honoring Him. 

They chose themselves.​
 They chose their desires.​
 They chose their own versions of truth.​
 They chose to worship creation instead of the Creator. 

And once truth is removed,​
 confusion rushes in. 

Once gratitude disappears,​
 entitlement takes over. 

Once God is denied,​
 idols are born. 



The world doesn’t collapse because people stop believing in something.​
 It collapses because people start believing in everything. 

Romans 1 describes this shift with haunting accuracy.​
 It is not ancient.​
 It is current.​
 It is modern.​
 It is now. 

You can see it everywhere:​
 in culture,​
 in entertainment,​
 in politics,​
 in education,​
 in identity,​
 in morality,​
 in relationships,​
 in values. 

Human beings were never meant to define truth—​
 we were designed to discover it. 

But when a society abandons God’s truth,​
 it doesn’t become wiser—​
 it becomes lost. 

When Truth Is Abandoned, Identity Breaks 
One of the most striking elements of Romans 1 is the unraveling of identity. 

People didn’t simply forget God.​
 They forgot themselves.​
 They forgot who they were created to be.​
 They forgot the purpose woven into their design. 

Because when you disconnect from your Creator,​
 you disconnect from your identity. 

When you detach from God,​
 you lose the blueprint for your life. 

When you silence truth,​
 you invite confusion. 



And this confusion becomes cultural—​
 a darkness that spreads. 

Romans 1 describes people claiming to be wise while becoming fools.​
 Not because they lacked intelligence.​
 Not because they lacked talent.​
 Not because they lacked creativity. 

But because wisdom without God collapses into arrogance. 

Intelligence without truth collapses into deception.​
 Desire without boundaries collapses into destruction. 

Human beings were not meant to be their own gods.​
 We were meant to be reflections of God. 

When the reflection rejects the source,​
 the reflection distorts. 

This is why Romans 1 does not read like an ancient critique—​
 it reads like a headline. 

The Wrath of God Revealed—What It Really Means 
Many people misunderstand Romans 1 when reading about the “wrath of God.” They imagine 
lightning bolts and supernatural punishment. But Romans 1 does not describe God attacking 
humanity. 

Romans 1 describes God stepping back. 

Romans 1 shows us a terrifying truth:​
 The greatest judgment God can give is to let us have what we want without Him. 

God “gave them over”—​
 not as punishment,​
 but as permission. 

He allowed people to chase the desires that would destroy them—​
 not because He hated them,​
 but because they refused to hear Him. 

This is what happens when God’s voice is rejected long enough:​
 He lets us feel the consequences of our choices. 

Not to crush us.​
 But to awaken us. 



This is the wrath of God in Romans 1—​
 God allowing humanity to experience the outcome of its own decisions. 

God does not force people to choose Him.​
 Love never forces. 

But love also does not rescue people from consequences they insist on choosing. 

Romans 1 is not God punishing humanity.​
 It is humanity punishing itself by rejecting God. 

The Hope Hidden Inside the Warning 
Romans 1 is not a hopeless chapter.​
 It is a call to hope. 

Because before Paul ever described the darkness,​
 he declared the light. 

Before he described the sin,​
 he declared the solution. 

Before he described the collapse,​
 he declared the cure. 

Paul wants you to see how dark the world becomes without God​
 so you can understand how powerful the gospel truly is. 

Romans 1 is not a warning that leads to despair.​
 It is a warning that leads to awakening. 

It is meant to shake you into remembering that the world cannot save you,​
 culture cannot guide you,​
 and identity cannot be found in anything created. 

The only way to be restored​
 is to return to the One who created you. 

The Resurrection Inside the Human Heart 
Romans 1 is not just about society falling apart.​
 It is about the human heart falling apart. 

And God rebuilding it. 



Romans 1 shows you what happens when a person lives without God—​
 confusion, emptiness, desperation, and moral collapse. 

But Romans also reminds you of something greater:​
 God already knows every place you drift.​
 Every lie you believed.​
 Every compromise you made.​
 Every moment you walked away. 

And He still calls you back. 

Romans 1 exposes the darkness—​
 not to shame you,​
 but to remind you that the gospel still changes lives. 

Romans 1 reveals the world’s brokenness—​
 not to condemn you,​
 but to remind you how desperately humanity needs Jesus. 

Because the moment you turn back to God,​
 your identity begins to heal. 

Your clarity returns.​
 Your purpose awakens.​
 Your peace returns.​
 Your direction becomes clear. 

You start to see yourself not as the world defined you—​
 but as God designed you. 

Paul does not end Romans 1 in despair.​
 Because Romans is not a book of despair.​
 It is a book of resurrection. 

Romans begins with exposure​
 but ends with victory. 

It begins with the fall​
 but ends with freedom. 

It begins with sin​
 but ends with salvation. 

Why Romans 1 Still Speaks Today 



Romans 1 still matters because we are still living it.​
 We live in a world that calls darkness light and light darkness.​
 A world that celebrates confusion and mocks clarity.​
 A world that builds identity around desire instead of design.​
 A world that rejects truth and then wonders why it feels lost. 

Romans 1 is not a chapter about “those people.”​
 Romans 1 is a reflection of all of us—​
 every place we drift,​
 every place we forget,​
 every place we compromise,​
 every place we need God to step in and rebuild us. 

But Romans 1 is also a message of hope.​
 A reminder that no matter how far society drifts,​
 no matter how confused culture becomes,​
 no matter how lost people feel, 

the gospel remains the power of God unto salvation. 

It still reaches the broken.​
 It still rescues the lost.​
 It still transforms the sinner.​
 It still restores identity.​
 It still heals wounds.​
 It still breaks chains.​
 It still brings clarity.​
 It still saves. 

The same power Paul declared in Romans 1​
 is the same power moving through your life today. 

You Are Called to Stand Unashamed 
Romans 1 is Paul standing in a hostile world and saying,​
 “I will not apologize for the truth.” 

He is unashamed because he knows the world has no alternative.​
 He is unashamed because he knows the gospel is the only hope.​
 He is unashamed because he knows that darkness cannot stand against truth. 

And now that same boldness is needed from you.​
 From believers.​
 From those carrying the message.​
 From those who refuse to water down truth just to be accepted. 



Not arrogance.​
 Not pride.​
 Not harshness. 

Boldness rooted in love.​
 Boldness rooted in clarity.​
 Boldness rooted in compassion.​
 Boldness rooted in the truth that saves. 

You are called to stand unashamed in a world that silences truth.​
 You are called to carry the gospel in a world that rejects God.​
 You are called to bring clarity into confusion.​
 You are called to bring light into darkness.​
 You are called to represent a kingdom that does not collapse. 

Romans 1 is not just theology.​
 It is a calling.​
 It is a mission.​
 It is a mantle. 

You were not placed in this generation by accident.​
 You were placed here because God trusted you with the gospel.​
 He trusted you with His truth.​
 He trusted you to stand firm.​
 He trusted you to carry light into a world that forgot Him. 

You are not walking into the darkness alone.​
 You are walking with the same power Paul declared—​
 a power that has never been defeated and never will be. 

Stand unashamed.​
 Stand unafraid.​
 Stand in truth.​
 Stand in love.​
 Stand in the gospel that saves, heals, transforms, and resurrects. 

Your voice matters.​
 Your message matters.​
 Your faith matters.​
 Your courage matters. 

Because the world may reject God—​
 but God will never stop pursuing the world. 

And through you,​
 He is still speaking. 



— Douglas Vandergraph 
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