This is a document compiled by Helen Kim at the GRI to survey institutions working on changing problematic Library
of Congress subject headings. Links and summaries are included wherever provided.

Bard College

Cornell University (in progress)

California State University libraries

"California State University Libraries to change the display of the subject heading “lllegal Aliens” in joint public
catalog." December 2, 2019.

Chicago History Museum

Changed display of “illegal aliens,” in process of changing LGBTQIA+ headings and replacing with vocab from
Homosaurus

Chicago Public Schools

CPS Librarians Critical Cataloguing Group embellished “illegal aliens” with “Undocumented Immigrants”, “Slave” to
“Enslaved person” and “Slaves” to “Enslaved People.” Currently working on Latinx and LGBTQIA+ and then will

address Abilities and Indigenous people.

Columbia University Libraries

Changed display of “aliens,” “illegal aliens,” and 21 other related terms.

Deschutes Public Library -

Changed display of “illegal aliens” on all LCSH related terms. Also changed 185 additional terms to either add
discovery to DEl titles or to provide better sensitivity to LCSH terms.

Denver Public Library

Dartmouth (both local and LCSH terms are in the MARC Records, but the LCSH terms are suppressed from display)

Getty Research Institute
changed display of “illegal aliens,” now doing prep work reviewing other potentially problematic terms

Great River Regional Library (Minnesota)
Harvard (change to display of terms in progress; also a contextual banner appears when searching "lllegal aliens.")
Hennepin County Library (Minnesota)

Lawrence Public Library (Kansas)
Removed problematic subject headings or, in some cases, added in preferred terms while still keeping the old subject

Removed problematic headings and added preferred terms in cases when subject headings weren’t removed
North Carolina Central University
North Carolina State University

Michigan State University

Thank you to Matthew Haugen at Columbia University Libraries for sending a long list to include in this document!


https://library.bard.edu/
https://www.library.cornell.edu/
http://libraries.calstate.edu/csu-libraries-change-subject-heading-illegal-aliens/
http://libraries.calstate.edu/csu-libraries-change-subject-heading-illegal-aliens/
https://catalog.denverlibrary.org/
https://search.library.dartmouth.edu/discovery/search?vid=01DCL_INST:01DCL
https://search.griver.org/
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/search?vid=HVD2&sortby=rank&lang=en_US
https://hclib.bibliocommons.com/
https://lawrence.bibliocommons.com/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2020/09/01/conscientious-cataloging/
https://nccu.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default
https://catalog.lib.ncsu.edu/
http://catalog.lib.msu.edu/

New York Public Library and Brooklyn Public Library Change the Subject Project (METRO Equity in Action Grant
Recipient, 2020-2021)

Orbis-Cascade Alliance (includes University of Washington, Oregon State University, University of Oregon, Western
Washington University and a few dozen other colleges and universities in the Pacific Northwest)

Simmons University

SUNY Libraries Consortium
State University of New York Libraries

Removed “illegal aliens” from directly-imported records and replaced with “undocumented immigrants,” excluding
records originating from Central Discovery Index (mostly article-level records that only display in discovery and are

not directly cataloged in Alma) https://slcny.libquides.com/c.php?9=986218&p=7623203

The Phillips Library at the Peabody Essex Museum
Incorporating indigeneous terminology

Regis University
Texas State University

Triangle Research Libraries Network (Duke University, North Carolina Central University, North Carolina State
University, and The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)
Has overlaid about 20 terms (https:/trin.org/resources/subject-remapping/)

Duke University Library. "Managing Problematic Metadata." Blog post, August 16, 2019.
"Managing Problematic Metadata, Take Two." Blog post, February 2, 2020.
"Metadata for Everyone: Inclusive Description at Duke University Libraries." Blog Post, November 23, 2020.

University of California libraries

Waiting for new ILS to implement changes

UC Berkeley Library. "Words matter’: Why the UC Berkeley Library is embracing another term for ‘illegal aliens.
November 17, 2020.

University of Colorado-Boulder
Lépez, Sol Maria and Wright, Laura. Radical Cataloging: Using alternative subject headings locally to promote
inclusiveness and diversity. CU-Boulder Libraries, October 26, 2018

University of Denver

University of Manitoba | Association of Manitoba Archives (AMA)

Removing “Indians of North America” and adding more appropriate/localized terms. See also: Christine Bone & Brett
Lougheed (2018) Library of Congress Subject Headings Related to Indigenous Peoples: Changing LCSH for Use in a
Canadian Archival Context, Cataloging & Classification Quarterly, 56:1, 83-95, DOI:
10.1080/01639374.2017.1382641

University of Miami
University of North Carolina

University of Pennsylvania

Thank you to Matthew Haugen at Columbia University Libraries for sending a long list to include in this document!


https://mnylc.org/equity-in-action/
https://www.orbiscascade.org/changes-to-illegal-immigrants-subject-headings/
https://www.simmons.edu/library
https://public.3.basecamp.com/p/DmvTAZQzrJ4nNPpL2wJuwVTH
https://slcny.libguides.com/c.php?g=986218&p=7623203
https://lumen.regis.edu/
https://catalog.library.txstate.edu/
https://trln.org/resources/subject-remapping/
https://blogs.library.duke.edu/bitstreams/2019/08/16/approaches-toward-managing-problematic-metadata/
https://blogs.library.duke.edu/bitstreams/2020/02/02/managing-problematic-metadata-take-two/
https://blogs.library.duke.edu/signalboost/2020/11/23/metadata-for-everyone-inclusive-description-at-the-duke-university-libraries/
https://news.lib.berkeley.edu/words-matter
https://libraries.colorado.edu/
https://cslinsession.cvlsites.org/past/radical-cataloging-using-alternative-subject-headings-locally-to-promote-inclusiveness-and-diversity/
https://cslinsession.cvlsites.org/past/radical-cataloging-using-alternative-subject-headings-locally-to-promote-inclusiveness-and-diversity/
https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/c.php?g=455567&p=3278374
https://mbarchives.ca/MAIN_LCSH
https://doi-org.ezproxy.library.yorku.ca/10.1080/01639374.2017.1382641
https://catalog.lib.unc.edu/
https://www.library.upenn.edu/

University of San Francisco. The Gleeson Library
Changed illegal aliens to Undocumented immigrants and changed the subject heading Aliens to Noncitizens. Also

changed related subject headings, and plan on working on changing more problematic headings.
University of Texas, Arlington

University of Texas, Austin

Villanova University, Falvey Memorial Library. "Falvey Staff Members Work Together to 'Change the Subject' on the
Term 'lllegal Aliens'." January 13, 2020.

Wheaton College (MA). “Changing the Subject at Wheaton.” As of April 2021, we have removed the subject headings
“illegal alien,” “alien detention center,” “alien labor” and “boat people” from our catalog.

Williamsburg Regional Library (Virginia)

Yale University Libraries

An initial project was carried out in early 2019 to add alternative local subject headings to records with the term
"lllegal aliens" and its variants, using the term "Undocumented immigrants" instead. YUL recognizes that this
approach was not ideal, as it left the offensive language visible and was ad-hoc rather than systematic. YUL staff,
particularly in YUL's newly-formed Authorities and Identities Advisory Group, are currently exploring whether and how
to implement a more programmatic organizational and technical solution.

Other Institutions' Responses

e Smith-Yoshimura, Karen. “Strategies for alternate subject headings and maintaining subject headings”
Hanging Together : The OCLC Research Blog. October 29 2019.

e Orbis Cascade Alliance, Cataloging Standing Group. Providing Alternative Subject Headings for
Controversial Subject Headings in the Alliance Shared ILS. Discussion Paper, December 2019.

e Orbis Cascade Alliance, Cataloging Standing Group. Recommendation to Implement an Alliance-wide
Alternative to the LCSH “lllegal Aliens” Subject Terminology. June 2020. (see also, above, Orbis Cascade
Alliance discussion paper, dated December 2019)

SUNY Change the Subject Project Libguide
Auckland War Memorial Museum Tamaki Paenga Hira: Creating cataloguing policies for your institution that
support antiracist metadata.

Examples of other institutions' statements on cataloging language

List of Statements on Bias in Library and Archives Description (on Cataloging Lab, compiled by Violet Fox)
Princeton University Library Special Collections Statement

Temple University Libraries, Special Collections Research Center Statement

University of lowa. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in the Library’s Online Catalog

Black Women's Suffrage Digital Collection, Digital Public Library of America, Harmful Language Statement
Presbyterian Historical Society, Digital Collection Offensive Language Policy

Stanford Special Collections and University Archives Statement on Potentially Harmful Language in
Cataloging and Archival Description

Duke University Libraries Statement on Inclusive Description

Folger Shakespeare Library Statement on Potentially Harmful Language in Collection Description

Yale Libraries Statement on Harmful Language in Archival Description

Morgan Library & Museum Statement on Critical Cataloging

Thank you to Matthew Haugen at Columbia University Libraries for sending a long list to include in this document!


https://gleesongleanings.wordpress.com/2021/02/24/changing-the-subject-at-usf/
https://blog.library.villanova.edu/2020/01/13/falvey-staff-members-work-together-to-change-the-subject-on-the-term-illegal-aliens/
https://blog.library.villanova.edu/2020/01/13/falvey-staff-members-work-together-to-change-the-subject-on-the-term-illegal-aliens/
https://wheatoncollege.blog/on-campus-announcements/library/changing-the-subject-at-wheaton/
https://wrl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default
http://hangingtogether.org/?p=7591
https://www.orbiscascade.org/file_viewer.php?id=10886
https://www.orbiscascade.org/file_viewer.php?id=10886
https://www.orbiscascade.org/file_viewer.php?id=11886
https://www.orbiscascade.org/file_viewer.php?id=11886
https://slcny.libguides.com/c.php?g=986218&p=7623203
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrO_pqqcwuM&list=PLH6AAKWGOLH2-KnHGl8jZC4m-YBw6d4gA&index=23
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrO_pqqcwuM&list=PLH6AAKWGOLH2-KnHGl8jZC4m-YBw6d4gA&index=23
http://cataloginglab.org/list-of-statements-on-bias-in-library-and-archives-description/
https://library.princeton.edu/special-collections/statement-language-archival-description
https://library.temple.edu/policies/14
https://blog.lib.uiowa.edu/news/2019/06/21/diversity-equity-inclusion-in-the-librarys-online-catalog/
https://blackwomenssuffrage.dp.la/harmful-language-statement
https://digital.history.pcusa.org/dig_collection_offensive_lang_policy
https://library.stanford.edu/spc/using-our-collections/stanford-special-collections-and-university-archives-statement-potentially
https://library.stanford.edu/spc/using-our-collections/stanford-special-collections-and-university-archives-statement-potentially
https://wiki.duke.edu/display/DTSP/Statement+on+Inclusive+Description
https://hamnet.folger.edu/other/statement.htm
https://guides.library.yale.edu/specialcollections/statementondescription
https://www.themorgan.org/about/statement-on-cataloging

Lists of Locally Changed Terms

e Homosaurus Vocabulary Site
e Problem LCSH list (Cataloging Lab)
e Manitoba Archival Information Network (changes to LCSH terms relating to indigenous peoples)

Institutions with review/advisory groups

Cal State University: Culturally Responsive Cataloging working group
Getty Research Institute: Anti-Racist Description Working Group
Harvard Libraries: SACO DIBAR Task Group

Triangle Research Libraries Network: Discovery Metadata Team

Thank you to Matthew Haugen at Columbia University Libraries for sending a long list to include in this document!


http://homosaurus.org/
https://cataloginglab.org/problem-lcsh/
https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/ld.php?content_id=21271166
https://trln.org/activities/working-groups/shared-discovery-services-working-group/metadata-team/
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