
633 17th Street, Suite 1501 
Denver, CO  80202 
 Phone: (303) 902-5897 
(303) 318-8590 
 Website: www.coloradosilc.org 
E-mail: Coordinator@ColoradoSILC.org 
 

SILC Membership Application 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Statewide Independent Living 
Council.  Please add space as needed for your answers. 
 

Name:  Sarah :Dawn Pearlstein 

Date:  3/23/26 

Home Address:  1685 West 85th Ave, Apt #7-303, Federal Heights, 
Colorado 80260   

County:  Adams 

Phone:  303-304-8400 

E-mail address: Dawndellasera1@yahoo.com 

​Are you a person with a disability?  Yes. 

​Are you a member of another marginalized or minority 
population?  Yes. 

​Are you a state employee?  No. 

​Are you a paid employee with a Center for Independent Living? No. 

​Are you a volunteer for the board or other program of a Center for 
Independent Living?  No. 

Please explain any “yes” answers: 

Disability: I am neurodivergent and have OCD and physical 
disabilities.  

Other marginalized populations: I have Jewish heritage. I have also 
lived in low-income and otherwise marginalized communities. 



 

 

Please list your affiliations with other boards, councils, commissions, or 
disability organizations: 

No current formal affiliations. 

Please tell us why you would like to be a SILC Member: 

I believe my unique perspectives and combination of lived experience 
would be valuable and necessary, as they are not often represented 
on disability councils. My experience in municipal government and 
community advocacy has emphasized the importance of meaningful 
inclusion in policy development. Serving on the State Independent 
Living Council would allow me to contribute both lived experience 
and civic service perspective to strengthening independent living 
systems. Having navigated healthcare, housing, transportation, 
employment, and disability services programs firsthand, I understand 
how policies and services directly impact individuals working to 
maintain independence. I am passionate about efforts to improve 
accessibility, accountability, and coordination among systems serving 
people with disabilities.  

Please describe your experience with non-profits, boards of directors, 
and/or any boards or commissions you have been a part of.  

I served on the City Council of Federal Heights from 2021 to 2025. 
During this time, I also participated on the North Metro Community 
Youth Diversion Board, and was the council liaison to the Federal 
Heights Historical Society. 

I have acted as a community participant with councils and agencies, 
including the City of Boulder, Adams County Health Department, and 
the Colorado Developmental Disabilities Council (in cooperation with 
Neuro-Inclusive Housing Solutions), to provide input on accessible 
housing developments, inclusive city planning, etc. I have also 
worked closely with Conservation Colorado, an environmental justice 
organization with an intersectional focus. I have participated both 
during and outside of my time on City Council. 



If you do not fit the SILC’s current composition needs, would you like for us 
to hold your application for reconsideration at a later date?       

​Yes 
​No 

If you are not appointed right away by the Governor’s Office, would you be 
willing to serve on one of SILC’s Committees?                          

​Yes 
​No​                   

Please check the SILC committees you are interested in. 

​Finance - Develops the budget, monitors SILC expenditures, and 
makes recommendations for changes in spending as necessary.  

​Governance – Develop necessary policies and keep our Handbook 
up to date. 

​Membership & Training – Maintain compliance with Title VII, Section 
705; recruit and facilitate potential members to meet compliance, 
organize necessary paperwork requirements for members, organize 
mandatory and recommended training for membership. 

​Public Policy - Works on advocacy issues; researches, drafts, and 
presents white papers and position statements for SILC approval, 
disseminate approved papers to the disability community, policy 
makers, the press and general public, and/or state and federal policy 
maker.  ​
 

​Resource Development – Works on developing revenue for the 
council, fostering funder donations and creating and maintaining 
donor database.  Development and implementation of appreciation 
material for donor relations.  Work with Youth Leadership Forum and 
Treasurer to develop funding opportunities for the SILC and the YLF. 

​State Plan of Independent Living (SPIL) - Gathers information to 
create a new three-year State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL).  
Monitors the progress of the current SPIL.  



​Youth - Members are mainly between the ages of 14 and 26 who 
have significant disabilities; primary role is to present the youth voice 
regarding youth disability and transition services; focus is on services 
for youth with disabilities that are provided by their local CIL and other 
stakeholder organizations, and to put on an annual Youth Leadership 
Forum. 

The following are committees we don’t currently have, but might be 
interested if you can provide leadership. 
◻​ Communication and Media 
◻​ Deaf and Hard of Hearing  

​
Please return this completed form, your resume, and any other documents 
you’d like the Membership Committee to see, to 
Coordinator@ColoradoSILC.org. 

mailto:Coordinator@ColoradoSIC.org

