Iceland

Falljokull, a glacier in Kirkjubajarklaustur, Iceland, is gradually melting due to climate change,
losing ground every year. This summer, I traveled to Iceland to delve into sustainable energy practices and
witness firsthand how global warming is reshaping the natural world. Before embarking on a hike up the
glacier, our tour guide shared some sobering insights. While I don't recall every detail, what stuck with me
was the alarming rate at which the glacier is retreating. She mentioned that, having worked for several
years in the glacier tour company, she could vividly observe the changes in the glacier's size and form
since she began her career.

Each year, Iceland's glaciers recede over 150 meters, equivalent to about 50 stories of a building.
Scientists warn that by 2100, Iceland's glaciers could lose half their volume, and in 200 years, only small
ice caps may remain on the highest peaks. Such a scenario would contribute to a global sea level rise of
0.5 centimeters. While this might seem negligible, it requires an astonishing 1800 gigatons of water to
achieve such an increase.

Confronted with the stark reality of global warming and its impact on these majestic ice
formations, I felt an overwhelming urge to protect them. The beauty I witnessed on the glacier was
breathtaking, and the thought of it slowly vanishing was heartbreaking. These natural wonders shouldn't
fall victim to the consequences of human activities driven by short-term interests.

Many people feel compelled to visit famous natural sites before they disappear, like rushing to see
the Maldives before it potentially sinks beneath the waves. However, I believe this mindset is flawed and
shortsighted. Instead of planning a trip to Iceland before all the ice melts, we should focus on preserving
these wonders for future generations. By doing so, we ensure that they remain for us to visit and
appreciate whenever we choose.

Preservation isn't just about maintaining the aesthetic beauty of these places; it's about
safeguarding the intricate ecosystems and the essential roles they play in our planet's health. The glaciers
are not only stunning landscapes; they are vital indicators of climate change, and their preservation is
crucial in the broader fight against global warming. By taking action to protect them, we contribute to a
larger movement to sustain our environment and secure a legacy of natural splendor for those who come
after us.



