
Common App FAQ’s 
 

Q1.  What is Common App? 

A1.  Common Application, or Common App, is a college application form used by over 900 colleges and 
universities.  It allows you to fill out the same information, like your address, GPA, extracurricular 
activities and more, one time instead of multiple.   

 

Q2.  Do all colleges use Common App? 

A2. No.  To find out if the college(s) you’re applying to use Common App, check either on the college’s 
website or search on https://www.commonapp.org/ 

 

Q3.  How do I add a college? 

A3.  Once you have logged in, go to College Search.  You can search by name, location, or other criteria. 

 

 

 

https://www.commonapp.org/


 

Q4.  How do I indicate that I’ve taken a dual credit course (through Ivy Tech, 
PFW, IU)? 

A4.  Add the college(s) on the “Colleges & Universities” section on the “Common App” tab.  Mark “Dual 
enrollment with high school” and indicate the dates enrolled, which would be the semester or semesters 
of the dual credit course(s).   Leave “Degree earned” blank 

 

 

 

 

 



Q5.  What is my graduating class size? Class rank? GPA scale? 

A5.    In the “Common App” tab and “Education” section under “Grades” 

●​ Graduating class size for the Class of 2026: 557 
●​ Class rank reporting: None.  Unless you have submitted a formal request, Homestead does not 

release class rank.  Select None unless you have arranged with your counselor to release rank.   
●​ GPA scale: 4 

 

 

 

 

 



Q6.  I want to apply, but I’m going to retake my SAT/ACT.  Can I indicate that 
somewhere? 

A6.  Go to the “Common App” tab, then “Testing” section.  You still need to send your official scores, but 
you can self-report the scores you already have as well as indicate your plans for future tests.  Once you 
indicate that you would like to self report, you need to indicate what type of test(s): SAT, ACT, AP, SAT 
Subject tests, etc.  A tab will appear for each type of test you indicated, and you can report existing 
scores or planned test dates.

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



Q7.  I want to apply test-optional to one or more colleges.  How does that work?   

A7.  First verify that the schools are test-optional, as not every college is, and also verify that test scores 
are not needed for admission to competitive programs or scholarships, if you are pursuing one or both of 
those.  You’ll need to decide for each college whether you should submit test scores or not.   

Each college will likely have some way to report that you are applying test-optional, probably in the “My 
Colleges” tab then “Questions” area.  See below for an example from Indiana University Bloomington.  
Again, make sure you review the specific policies for each college when deciding whether or not to apply 
as test-optional. 

 

 

 



Q8.  What is a fee waiver, and do I qualify?   

A8.  Some schools waive application fees for students that meet certain requirements.  If you have 
received an SAT or ACT fee waiver, qualify for free or reduced lunch, or are a 21st Century Scholar, you 
can indicate your eligibility in the “My Common Application” tab in the “Profile” section, under 
“Common App Fee Waiver.”  Your counselor will be asked to verify your eligibility.   

 

Q9.  My counselor said I need to invite her through Common App to upload my 
transcript.  How do I do that? 

A9.  Go to the “My Colleges” tab, then pick a college, and go to the “Recommenders and FERPA” section.  
Decide first whether you want to waive your FERPA rights (more information in the Instructions and Help 
section), then you can invite recommenders.  Click the link to Invite Counselor, then complete the 
information.  Counselor information can be found here if you don’t have it: 
https://homestead.sacs.k12.in.us/14028_2.   

Common App does NOT inform you if you have entered the email address incorrectly, so verify this 
information.  You can resend the invite or delete and re-enter if needed.  Your counselor will be sent an 
email invitation to submit forms on your behalf.  Once your counselor has been added, you’ll be able to 
see when she submits required forms.  The “School Report” contains your transcript. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://homestead.sacs.k12.in.us/14028_2


Q10.  How do I get a counselor/teacher recommendation? 

A10.  Your counselor can upload a counselor recommendation if required by one or more colleges after 
submitting your school report (transcript).  Counselor recommendations are sent to ALL schools on 
Common App.  It is your responsibility to know if you need a recommendation from a counselor or 
teacher and to provide a resume and/or purple sheet AT LEAST two weeks prior to your deadline.  
Teachers can be added as recommenders using the same process you used to invite your counselor 
above.  Teachers must be assigned to one or more colleges before they will receive an invitation via 
email and be able to complete your recommendation.  Some schools do not allow teachers to submit a 
recommendation. 

You can find out what each individual college needs by going to the “My Colleges” tab, then “College 
Information” under each college.  See below for an example: 

 

 

Q11. What is the Courses & Grades section and how do I complete it? 

A11.  The Courses & Grades section is required by SOME colleges.  You do NOT have to complete it if the 
college(s) to which you are applying do not require it.  If you do need to complete it, you’ll need a copy 
of your transcript, which you can get from Parchment.com: 
www.parchment.com/u/registration/26677/account .    

Once you have your transcript, you’ll need to report your grades for each course you took.  The “grading 
scale” is A-F, and the “schedule” is semesters.  You will not have a grade or credit for “final.” 

Middle school grades are reported under “Other.”  You can choose Homestead as the school.   

 

 

 

http://www.parchment.com/u/registration/26677/account


Q12.  I’m not sure if I’m ready to submit my application(s).  How do I tell? 

A12.  You can submit each application separately, and you do not need to wait until your recommenders 
(counselor, teacher, or both) have submitted forms.  When you think you’re ready, go to the “My 
Colleges” tab and specific college.  Then go to “Review and Submit - Common App.”  If your application is 
not complete you’ll see links to required section(s) - see below for example.  If you have completed all 
sections you’ll see the option to Review and Submit your application on this screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q13.  I am ready to submit my application, but I don’t know if my 
counselor/teacher has finished their part.  Do I need to wait? 

A13.   No.  Your part of the application is separate so you can submit when you’re ready.  However, it is 
important that you have invited your counselor or teacher/other recommenders correctly.  Check to see 
if forms have been submitted by going to the “My Colleges” tab and the “Recommenders and FERPA” 
section (see below).  If your counselor has not submitted any forms yet, consider emailing them to verify 
that they have received your invitation.  

 


