
Draft 1 – Preliminary Case Study Design (10%) 

Instructions: Use this instructional document to prepare your first draft of the case study.  

Research Title: (maximum 15 words) 

●​ Your title should clearly state the topic and context of your study. 

o​ Sample: Factors that Influence Participation in Unstructured Conversation: A Case Study of 15 High 

School Students 

Topic Summary: (200-300 words) 

●​ Your topic summary section should contain the following: 

o​ Statement of purpose: main objective (action + phenomenon), case (who or what), context (where), and 

data collection method(s). 

▪​ Sample: “The purpose of this study is to explore the factors that influence student’s willingness 

to participate in unstructured conversation activities in a group of 15 ninth grade students at a 

rural high school in the Cartago province of Costa Rica. Data collection methods used in this case 

study include student surveys, in depth interviews of two teachers, and lesson observation 

reports.”  

o​ Topic: Introduce the broad topic of the study (ex. L2 listening) and include necessary definitions and 

data. Even though this is a qualitative study, you can cite statistical data from the literature to describe 

the general topic. 

▪​ Sample: Unstructured conversation activities can be defined as... According to ..., the ability to 

successfully maintain a conversation involves several subskills including... and... (This needs to be 

longer). 

o​ Problem: Finish by briefly describing the specific problem area you want to focus on (ex. Challenges in L2 

listening, strategies students use in L2 listening, the connection between student motivation and L2 

listening). 

▪​ Sample: Despite the evidence demonstrating the positive effects that unstructured conversation 

opportunities have on learners’ developing language competence, many teachers have noticed a 

reluctance of students to participate ... (This needs to be longer.) 

Justification: (200-300 words) 

●​ Your justification should contain the following: 

o​ Importance of the Problem: Why is this an important problem to investigate? 

o​ Deficiencies in Evidence: What are some gaps in the current knowledge about this topic according to 

past research or personal experience? 

o​ Potential Audience(s): Who will potentially benefit from this study? 

Research Question(s):  

●​ Include one central research question and at least two sub-questions with the following characteristics: 

o​ It specifically addresses the research problem 

o​ It can be answered through your research 

o​ It avoids prespecifying a conclusion 

▪​ Sample Central Research Question 

▪​ Central Question: What factors influence students’ motivation to participate in unstructured 

conversation activities among a group of 15 ninth grade EFL students at a rural high school in 

Costa Rica. 

▪​ Sub Question 1: What are the students’ perceptions about these kinds of activities? 



▪​ Sub Question 2: What factors increase and decrease student’s willingness to participate in these 

activities? 

Objectives: (1 general and 2-3 specific) 

●​ General Objective: Transform your central research question into a statement that includes a verb (explore, 

understand, analyze, discover, describe, etc.), a noun (experiences, reasons, motivations, consequences, 

challenges, feelings, perceptions, beliefs, preferences, etc.), the population and location. 

o​ Sample General Objective and Specific Objectives 

o​ General Objective: Explore factors that influence willingness to participate in unstructured conversation 

activities among 15 ninth grade EFL students at a rural Costa Rican public high school. 

▪​ Specific Objective 1: Describe students’ perceptions about unstructured conversation activities.  

▪​ Specific Objective 2: Identify factors that increase and decrease students’ willingness to 

participate in these activities.  

Theoretical Framework:  

●​ Include a list of bullet points with potential theories, concepts, and topics related to the research topic and 

problem that you would like to explore in your literature review. You only need to list topics. You do NOT have to 

go into detail in this section now. 

o​ Sample Theoretical Framework List 

▪​ Comprehensible Input Hypothesis (Krashen) 

▪​ Comprehensible Output Hypothesis (Swain) 

▪​ Spoken Interaction Descriptors (CEFR) 

▪​ Affective Filter (Krashen) 

▪​ Etc. 

Work Schedule:  

●​ Describe when you intend to complete the following activities related to your project: 

o​ Literature review 

o​ Data collection 

o​ Data analysis 

o​ Writing your paper 

o​ Writing your intervention project proposal 

o​ Submitting Drafts 2 and 3 
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