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Opening speech

Good morning, members of the honorable presiding board, delegates, and the entire
diplomatic corps present here; please accept warm greetings from Representative Emmanuel

Macron.

Today, critical minerals and strategic maritime routes have become instruments of
geopolitical power. Despite international mechanisms designed to regulate them, we continue
to see situations where economic interests are prioritized over the development of the
countries supplying these resources; yet, focusing solely on the economic aspect renders us
indifferent to the problems stemming from an economy dependent on a single nation. All too
often, the wealth generated by these resources leaves the country of origin, while local

communities receive only a fraction of the value created and remain in poverty.

France believes this must change. Resource-rich nations should have the capacity to process
their own resources, develop industries, and benefit directly from their participation in

international relations.

At the same time, no state should use control over critical resources or maritime routes as a
tool for coercion; why must we be so self-interested? According to the United Nations, more
than 80% of the volume of world trade in goods is transported by sea. France advocates for
greater cooperation among nations, the diversification of suppliers, equity, and the guarantee
of fair returns for all those countries that, for years, have been used merely for the profit of

other nations.



It is not a matter of replacing one form of dependency with another. We must build
partnerships based on sovereignty, respect, mutual economic prosperity, and responsibility.

Thank you.
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