
 

 
 

Exclusive: “what happens if you vote LibDem?” and other 
new Labour HQ WhatsApp chats 
by SKWAWKBOX (SW) 

Chats shown in previously-unreleased 'feeder' report list a new string of 
allegations against right-wing former - and some current - party staff 

 
The revelations of a leaked Labour Party internal report into the behaviour of right-wing former - 

and a few current - employees at the party's headquarters have infuriated Labour and union 

members. 

The report alleges that staff - including the general secretary and other senior party employees - 

undermined Labour's 2017 election campaigns and/or obstructed disciplinary processes, or 

made abusive remarks about other staff and elected officials, including the idea of setting fire to 
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then-leader Jeremy Corbyn and his team, as well as a man they believed had mental health 

issues. 

But it has largely been ignored by the media. 

Now the SKWAWKBOX has obtained an additional document that reveals even more of the 

WhatsApp chats summarised in the leaked report - and that makes further damning allegations, 

including antisemitic comments and attempts to lose elections in order to remove then-leader 

Jeremy Corbyn. 

The document is a feeder report, of which some parts were included in the full leaked report, 

but not all. Key additional sections not already released are shown below. 

Voting for rival parties 

Patrick Heneghan, at the time Labour's campaign lead, discussed voting options with Anna 

Hutchinson - who is still the party's regional director for the north-west. 

Hutchinson asked 'What happens if you vote Lib Dem?' and Heneghan advises that anything 

but a vote for the Conservatives will put Corbyn into Downing Street: 



 
Do we have to win Copeland, then? 

The feeder report showed a conversation between then party director Emilie Oldknow - a hot tip 

before the leak scandal as Keir Starmer's pick as a new Labour general secretary - and a 

regional director working on the 2017 Copeland by-election, stating that it suggested a desire 

not to win it. 

As a conversation about the candidate's anti-Corbyn comments leads to the realisation that this 

would make it harder to use a loss against Jeremy Corbyn, regional director Fiona Stanton says 

"So I need to win then... ahhh!" 

Oldknow's response: "I wouldn't go that far..." 



 
I want to say we'll lose 80 seats/secret finance/suspending members is funny 

These conversations weren't the only example the report provides. McNicol asks his campaign 

director whether he can respond to an email during the general election campaign by saying 

that Labour is "more likely to lose 80 seats than gain 80". 

The conversation also refers to Heneghan only allocating 15 mailers per seat to most seats, 

while funnelling the rest to the 'Ergon House' side-project to protect right-wing MPs. That 

project is mentioned in the main leaked report. 



And McNicol shows that he found the 'purge' of members during the 2016 leadership election a 

humorous matter, quipping "I think we suspended about a third of the audience" at an Albert 

Hall event. 

 
A tough few months 

Conversations showing that HQ staff were appalled at Labour's seat gains in 2017 appear in the 

report that has already been leaked. But more appear in the feeder report, with McNicol warning 

everyone on the day after the vote that they are in for "a tough few months". 



Another senior staffer, who will be named this evening when the window for comment expires, 

lamenting that when she had woken back up she hadn't found it to be a crazy dream that "We 

won seats and Corbyn stays?".  

 
'Rats' and noses 

The report points out a conversations in which conversations took place about a Jewish party 

activist, which it linked to antisemitism - and highlights another conversation about the nose of 

Labour's Jewish former leader: 



 
The Stolliday conversation also shows him claiming to operate an anonymous Twitter account, 

while Mike Creighton - one of those who appeared in the infamous Panorama programme 

alleging Labour antisemitism - believed Stolliday had 'multiple' anonymous accounts and joked 
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that Stolliday had been the one tweeting about Ed Miliband's nose. Stolliday denied having 

multiple accounts. 

Briefing hostiles 

The report includes a WhatsApp chat from polling day in the 2017 general election that shows 

senior staff briefing 'lines' to centrist figures who appeared frequently on television opposing 

and criticising Labour and its policies under Jeremy Corbyn: 

 
If these chats are discovered, we'll say we were hacked 

A comment by a former regional director shows, according to the report, that staff were aware 

that they were behaving inappropriately: 

 



'JunkiesforJez' 

A key point in the 2017 general election campaign was the spontaneous chant of 'Oh Jeremy 

Corbyn' by the crowd at a stadium music event in the north-west, which brought into focus the 

groundswell of public support for the Labour leader. 

But the report says that the show of support made one staffer 'feel ill', while another thought the 

music fans must all be on drugs: 



Taxing tax-dodgers is bad... 

 
...and protecting the NHS is 'stupid', 'weird' and 'unelectable' 

 
Love Blair, hate Corbyn 



Leaked WhatsApp chats included in the report show that HQ staff had conversations about 

knives in Corbyn's back and naming a conference room after former Labour PM Tony Blair, 

whom many members feel should be tried for war crimes. 

They also reacted with despair to members asking for Blair - who regularly appeared on TV or in 

print discouraging voters from supporting Labour - but believed that Corbyn should have been 

expelled 'years ago': 

 
Let's get Corbyn blamed for Danczuk 



Simon Danczuk was suspended and ultimately deselected as Labour MP for Rochdale after 

being caughting 'sexting' a 17-year-old girl. According to chats in the feeder report, HQ staff 

discussed making sure Corbyn's office 'get the blame' - and the need to 'knock out' a local 

Momentum candidate. 

Emilie Oldknow said that she was "trying to delay selection" to allow as much time as possible 

for "issues" to develop - and says they will need to act "by stealth": 



 
General Secretary loving that 'fuck off' attitude 

According to the new report, then-general secretary Iain McNicol was delighted with the attitude 

of Labour's campaign director when he said Corbyn 'can fuck off'. 

McNicol, who was criticised in 2017 for the number of holidays he took during election 

campaigns, also proposed that he should have another one: 
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'Bored' during a general election campaign 

The new report alleges that staff's expressions of boredom during the 2017 general election 

campaign showed 'that they were not working hard for a Labour victory': 

 
'Get rid of that useless lunatic' colleague 



Staff discussed with contempt an employee of Labour MP Andrew Gwynne and his attempts to 

persuade MPs to submit relevant questions - and used a mental health smear in deciding that 

'someone needs to tell him to ditch that useless lunatic': 

 
Proscribing Momentum and 'we didn't purge enough' Labour members 

The report says that HQ staff had a lengthy chat pining for left-wing group Momentum to be 

'proscribed' - and offering the opinion that the 2016 purge of left-wing Labour members 'didn't 

go far enough'. 

Emilie Oldknow, meanwhile, is shown saying she wants to avoid something that will mean "Then 

I will have to do some work": 



 
"Down with youths!" 



As HQ staff discuss their - the Labour right's 'working majority' on the Scottish Labour 

Executive Committee, the possibility is raised that Scottish youth members might spoil the show 

- leading to the cry "Down with youths!!!", which was apparently so good it was made twice: 

The redacted person will be named after deadline to comment expires 
Down with member democracy 

The report highlights a discussion about enlisting right-wing unions to block a move by 

members to speed up the implementation of motions and rule changes approved by the party's 

sovereign annual conference: 

 



Pensioners falling down stairs is funny - 'I only gave him a little shove' 

According to the report, staff quipped about Unite general secretary Len McCluskey falling 

down stairs - with one joking that she 'only gave him a little push'. 

McCluskey was almost 67 at the time: 

 
The SKWAWKBOX contacted Iain McNicol, Emilie Oldknow, Patrick Heneghan, John Stolliday, 

Mike Creighton and Anna Hutchinson for comment. Hutchinson, still employed as Labour's 

regional director for north-west England, declined and no answer was received from the others. 

The SKWAWKBOX attempted, but was unable, to locate contact details for others mentioned. 

One person's name has been redacted pending the expiry of a deadline to comment. 

SKWAWKBOX view: 

The UK's media might be largely ignoring the scandal - described by some as the biggest in 

Labour's history - but members of the party and of affiliated unions are in uproar. 



Keir Starmer's investigation - which centres primarily around the 'circumstances' of the report's 

creation and leaking - is not even close to adequate. 

Without prejudice as to their guilt, those mentioned in the report must be suspended from any 

office or membership they still hold - and barred from taking up any new positions - until a full 

independent investigation is completed and any appropriate action can be taken. 

The Unison union, in accordance with the wishes of its lay and NEC members, must do the 

same. 

Those who worked hard for a Labour victory deserve that at the least - but neither Starmer nor 

Unison boss Dave Prentis have yet shown the inclination. 
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