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lakati City Mayor Jejomar Binay recently met with block commanders
he Makati police to discuss the intensive campaign of the city
rniment on peace and order. :
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NBI investigators say young
Navy officer killed himself

Alter studying pieces ol
evidence and possible
motives, the National Bureau
of Investigation (NBI)

concluded that the
death of Ensign Philip
Azarcon Pestaho was not
murder but suicide.

In an interview, NBI
director Mariano Mison told
reporters that after weeks of
probing, investigators have not
found any trace of foul play
in the young Navy official's
death

“Owr findings show that it
was suicide. His (Pestaiio)
family has been informed of
the probe's result... They had
accepted it,” Mison said.

Asked as to what could
have been the motive for the
suicide, Mison opined that it
could be very well have been

“No one could really
fathom what is on our minds.
| may be sane today, but not
tomorrow,” he said.

Early last October, the 23-
year-old Ensign Pestaho was
discovered dead inside his
cabin on board BRP Bacolod
Citywhere he served as cargo
officer.

Pestafio’s body bore a
gunshot wound on the head. A
suicide letter was also
discovered beside his body.

-The young Navy olfficer’s
familv at first suspected murder

!hnelv.yntl-edmy:
personal problem that could have
affected the young navy man,
especially when lacing promising

career.

The victim's famnily, llewise,
earfier claimed the discovered
suicide note was fake and -
wmm

The victim's family then
sought the help of the NBI to
determine if there was foul play
in Pestaho’s death.

However, intensive

investigation carmied out by NBI

Interpol

Roel Bolivar showed that the
suicide note was indeed of the
victim's handwriting.

(Mike Frialde)



My officlals ye‘.mmny said they
will present lvefutabie prool of thedr

clalm that Ensign Philip Andrew ™ §

Pesiafio took his own like, contrary to
charges ramed by his lamily that he
was murdered.

Bl Pestato's lamily mambers cown-

lered charges made by the Navy oific-

«ars that Pestano was taking drugs, «

which could be a reason he commil-
e suicide. i

"That's impossible. He was very
Idealstic. He strongly oppesed (e load-
Ing ol lumber inbp his ship, | dom't
think be was capable of taicing 8rugs,*

Masises Pestano, the young olficer's
Esier, s dunng & Senate Inestigs

ton into the olijcer"s death in 1996,

"The only drugs | know he was
taking were antibiotics for his
amoebiesis and laver bor his wound,®
shvn added.

Marissa said the Pestafo lamily
wosild persist o demanding justice foc
his beother. " oo

Cmwir. Tirsn Danga, chief of nwad
ntelligence, sasd the Pestano Lamaly'y
charge thal the labiricated evh
dence 1o show that fio coammll-
fed sudcide was ndboulogs, -

"It would be very difficult to put
{he bullet mark an the wall,” Dangs
sald, Tho Pestafios anid no ballet mak
was lound on the wall of Pestaho's

roam when |t wis Inspected by s Ny

odlicer a short while sdhver the body of - ing
Fesiatio was jound,  Tum lo page 4
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had misused helr CDFs and tht the
leregularibes Inchuded “overpricing,
ghost defvorics, falsification of public
documents and failure to liquidase

In a sistement, Roxas sald the
charges were uncalled for since “at
no Ume ded the money (CDF) ever
pass through ey hands.*

*| was imcluded in the sbtory [or
simply having lailed o moet the Dec
31, 1996, deadiine 1o submit the list of
reciplents of 735 Ihelihood mage
tines that were funded by the CDE"
Romas sald. it of ]
o "W there’s mpe Taull ot all, it |5 sim-
ply because we fissed the deadline,”
he said. -

The lswmaker explaimed the mige -

. mnes arrheed in Roee City, on Dec. 6,
1996, pwo weeks prior L0 the deadme,

Because of the Chrstmasow Sear
Seasan and the large number of matert-
als, “there was no possihle way for o8
to coemply with the desdbne,” e sald,

- The lewinskes sald 1he project wes

* administered by he Depastment of In-
_ terior and Local Govemment (DILG)

Region ¥l while ihe role af his district
oibice was only in the distibution of
the materials ok recipients in Capie.

Tun to page 4

Marinduque

He sald that with the generator's
shugoll, the only activiry st the mine
I 1he continuing clean-up of silt krom
the spill in the Boac River.

Benmvides sald the Natlonsl Power
Carp. had ssied lor a S-day eassi-
slon of Marcopper's services untlithe
stabe-run willity can complete the in»
stadlation o three addnional genses-. '

.burs On thee I8land. *

« Tum o page 4



Navy: clalms proof Pestaiio killed self

Danga, hm. presented to
media Ltjg. Roberto Baranda who
claimed he had information pointing
to the fact that Pestafo committed
suicide.

Baranda said one ol Pestaho's
friends, identified as Alvin Parone,
had confided in him that Pestano
had killed himself,

Baranda said he shared the same
» room with Parrone when they were
confined in the Cavile naval -

He disclosed that he had asked
Parrone what really transpired in the
ship, inquiring if there was foul play
in Pestano’s death or il it was suicide.
wm*&uum

Navy authorities are also disputing
reports that an insurance firm paid

the claim of the Pestafos because it
found prool that his death was not a
suicide.

Danga said they communicated
with the insurance firm, Sun Lile of
Canada and the Navy was told that
it was standard procedure 1o pay
the claim.

It it was found that the death was
accidental, then the insurance firm

was agreeable in doubling the claim,
Danga said.

The Navy however, would not
answer allegations raised that its
vessels were being used to transport

illegal cargoes, including drugs.
The charge was an ofishoot of a

“Teport that the ship BRP Bacolod

where Pestano was cargo officer, had
carried a huge lumber shipment
intended for retired Admiral Pio
Carranza, the former Navy chief.

In the Senate hearings, Carranza
admitted that a part of the log
shipment was a gift to him from Gov.
Gerry Matba of Tawi-Tawi.

the anti-graft law as well as a
prohibition on the use of Navy vessels

for personal use (Joem

Roxas said his district office
submitted the list of recipients to
Regional Director Rexdito Reyes of



4.6.97

Time on Pestano wristwatch
could prove Navy ‘cover-up’

By Joem H. Macaspac

The wristwatch Ensign Philip
Pestafio wore when he died could prove
there was an attempt by Navy authorities
to hide his murder, |

This possibility was raised yesterday
at the resumption of the Senate probe
ol Pestano's death as s$enators
discovered the video footage of the
room where, Pestafio supposedly
committed suicide had been edited.

This bolstered allegations made by
the Pestano family that the young officer
was murdered, senalors said.

Senate technicians said they noficed
a “cut” in the footage which was being
presented by I'ﬁw dﬁdab to belt

to show Putahom nnmdered.nld
officials of the Western Police District,
the Philippine National Police (PNP)
Criminal Investigation Group and the
Navy have "miserably failed to show guilt
beyond reasonable doubt” that Pestafo
killed himself.

Santiago maintained that to accuse
a person of commilting suicide was to
accuse that person of a crime since
taking one’s own lile was a crime under
the Revised Penal Code.

During yesterday's video
presentation taken at the scene of the

crime, technicians of the two Senate
committees investigating the case
zoomed in on Pestaho's ‘watch
which clearly showed the time the film
was taken,

The film focused on Pestafio’s watch
three times. The first time, the watch
showed the time of 8:58 a.m.; then 9
a.m.; then at 9:08 a.m. The camera also
focused on Pestafio's alleged suicide
note, then his body and the blood on
the floor.

The film went blank for a second,
then resumed running, this time it was
focused on the coveralls and the bullet
mark.

The footage then showed the wall
of the cabin where a bullet mark, partly

LT

& by ax-SN1
Miguel Baroy on Sept. 27, 1995, the day
Pestafio was found in his cabin aboard
the BRP Bacolod City, with a gunshot
wound in his head.

In his earlier testimony before the
Senate, Baroy stated that he
took the footage at 8:30 a.m. and that
he was not coached nor assisted by
anybody. He also claimed he made the
footage in just about three minutes.

But Baroy, during the resumption of
the hearing yesterday, claimed he no
longer remembered exactly what time
he took the video.

This Sen. Marcelo Fernan,
who is Senate justice committee
chairman, to order Senate experts to
determine the time the video footage
was taken by Baroy. This would be
indicated in the watch that Pestaho
wore,

The Pestano family stressed they
have witnesses who would attest that
there was no bullet mark in ?emnos
room.

The family said the witnesses, who
are willing to testify in court, have
meﬂudmnhrmrclwdthemmiwauy
bullet marks.

mmmnr.mmum
pointed out inconsistencies in Baroy's
mmmemmwm

IW ZLN 1B Wl e
cam ce T
to the uhumallun ol lhe ynunu
officer’s body.

The bullet wound in Pestafio’s head'
will show he had taken his own life-
since nitrate particles would be found
in the head. This is an indication he
shot himself in the head, the Navy.
men sald.

They added that an autopsy would
show there was a previous attempt by-
Pestano to kill himself. His wound in his-
wrist will show that he de!ibemev
slashed his wrist, they said.
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Pestano slay closed
case, says Desierto

BY GERRY T. PAGHARION
PDI Visayas Bureau

ROXAS CITY—Ombudsman Aniano
Desierto has declared a “closed case"
the five-year-old investigation of the
death of Navy Ensign Philip Andrew
Pestaiio without saying whether it was
a suicide or a murder.

Desierto acted on the March 28 re-
port of graft investigator Roy Roque
Dador who recommended the uphold-
ing of the Sept. 2, 1998 evaluation re-
port of the Office of the Deputy Om-
budsman for the Military which declared
Pestaiio’s case as “closed and terminated
without prejudice.”

Upheld by Desierto was the Odom rec-

pering of physical evidence prior to (the)
examination by lorensic experts.”

The report said some factors that pre-
vented the investigators from identify-
ing the assailant were the ways the gun
and the cabin where Pestafio was found
dead were handled.

It noted that Ensign Joselito Colico
mishandled the gun, allegedly used by
Philip in killing himself. The report showed
that Colico used a piece of cloth in picking
up the gun, which he then brought outside
the cabin. He later returned the gun (o the
place where he picked it up.

The report also noted that Ensign .
Edwin Vigilar cleaned the body and face
of Pestafio with warm water and aimed
the water hose at the gunshot wounds to



Upheld by Desierto was the Odom rec-
ommendation that “the conduct of further
investigation in order to find out the iden-
tity of the perpetrator and his accomplices,
if any, will only be a waste of time ... "™

Felipe Pestaiio, father of Philip, as-
sailed Desierto’s decision as “‘another high
level attempt to cover up and whitewash"
the case of his son so that those impli-
cated in the crime would “remain [ree
and beyond the gasp of law and justice.”

Sen. Aquilino Pimentel, counsel of
the Pestaiio family, earlier recommended
the prosecution of then Navy Rear Admi-
ral Pio Carranza, Navy ship captain
Ricardo M. Ordofiez and Navy personnel
Lt. Ruben Roque and LL. Joselito Colico
for their roles in Philip's mysterious death.

Desierto approved Dador’s memo-
randum on April 28. The Pestaiio family
obtained a copy of the approved memo-
randum on May 12 and in tum released
the report to reporters yesterday.

While the Odom report said it was
inclined to believe the January 1998 find-
ing of two Senate committees—human
rights and defense—that Philip was mur-
dered, it said it was difficult to deter-
mine the perpetrators due to the “tam-

e wWill€r nOsE at e gunsnot wounas 10
clean il.

Philip, then 23, was found dead with
a single bullet wound in the head inside
his cabin in the Navy vessel BRP Bacolod
City on the moming of Sept. 27, 1995,

The Navy, the police and the Na-
tional Bureau of Investigation declared
his case a suicide based on the alleged
suicide note he wrote.

The Pestaiio family believed he was
murdered alter the young officer alleg-
edly discovered that the Navy ship was
used to haul illegally cut logs and pro-
hibited drugs.

Felipe said they never considered the -
Odom as the proper body to investigate
Philip's case because it could not guar-
antee a fair and impartial investigation.

“Our abservation is that because the
perpetrators of the crime are military of-
ficers of the Philippine Nuvy they are
naturally beyond reach and above the
law," Felipe said.

Felipe said the Odom never asked to
interview any member of the Pestaiio
family or requesied any documents in
their possession that may lead to the
identifications of Phillip's assailant.
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Corpus asked to shed
light on Pestano death :

BY GERRY T. PAGHARION
PDI Visayas Bureau

ROXAS CITY~—The family of the late Navy ensign
Philip Andrew Pestafio is urging Army intelligence
chief Col. Victor Corpus to shed light on his earlier
statement during a Senate hearing where he linked
Philip's death to illegal drugs,

The Pestaiio family said they would like to know
if the Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (Isafp), headed by Corpus, had informa-~

| FEATURING
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tion about the death of the Navy ensign six years ago.

In a statement, the family said they wondered if
ex-agents Mary “Rosebud” Ong and Angelo “Ador”
Mawanay also had personal knowledge about Philip's
death but chose to remain silent “because it may
incriminate them.”

The family recalled that an intelligence report
leaked to the media alleged that Philip's ship was
carrying a large shi of shabu (meth
mine hydrochloride),

A personal aide of a high ranking Navy officer was
said to be the “triggerman,” the family said,

“That intelligence report came from someone in
the intelligence community most likely from the
Isafp,” the family said.

somrgs Wi Ty pu.

Corpus earlier told a Senate committee looking
into the alleged criminal activities of Sen. Panfilo
Lacson that Pestalo was murdered “because he was
about to report that they had on board his ship a large
shipment of shabu.” He, however, did not elaborate.

Fhilip, then 23, was found dead with a single bullet
wound in the head inside his cabin in the Navy vessel
BRP Bacolod City in the moming of Sept. 27, 1985,

The Navy, the police and the National Bureau of
Investigation declared his case as suicide based on the
alleged suicide note he wrote.

But the Pestaiio family expressed belief that Philip
was murdered after he discovered the illegal loading
of logs and drugs in the Navy ship,

The Senate, through its committees on justice and
human rights and on national defense and security,
had also declared Philip’s case as murder.

“Although they all agreed that (their) findings
that Philip was a victim of foul play, they said it is
also a waste of time, money and govemment re-
sources (o determine who the murderers are. Mean-
ing, they wanted us to conduct the investigation
ourselves, and then bring the culprits to them. Whata
shame!" the family said in a statement,

g v T

PESTANO

Had there been a real inquiry into his death, the
family Jamented, the exposés of Ong and Mawanay 51
would have been made much earlier and many would 79
have saved from being hooked on illegal drugs. 419

The existence of narco-politics, which Corpus.il
claimed is now starting to rule Philippine politics, 4
would not have made inroads into the country's'ni
political system and gained strength, the family said, v
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Movers\&xShakers ;

By Pennle Azarcon-dela Cruz
Photographs by E]uy ‘Montana
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The lack of resources is another chal-
lenge. “Doing an autopsy requires money
at least for the chemicals, but if it's an
unidentified body, who will pay? Who
will give the consent? And if you must
know, most funeral homes don't even
have refrigeration facilities in this tropi-
cal country, so unclaimed or unidentified
bodies are disposed of quickly.”

It's a grave matter, but not totally hope-
less, says Fortun, who's pushing for the
Mandatory Autopsy Bill. “It's been filed
and refiled in Congress,” she says with a
weary sigh. “We also need to revamp the
curriculum of doctors and lawyers. We
must update our books and train faculty
who can teach legal medicine.”

Indeed, it can be very frustrating, says
this 1996 Pathologist of the Year
awardee, “The first time I testified in the
Senate in the case of Navy Ensign Philip
Andrew Pestafio to say that the evidence
was consistent with suicide, a senator dis-

ing,” she admits of “being proven right.
Of course, the media attention also helps
me develop networks and contacts that
keep me updated in my work,” says For-
tun, who spent six months in Kobe for le-
gal medicine and stayed briefly in Cyprus
to study forensic anthropology and
archeology.

Just recently returned from the Hague,
Netherlands, where she took up an inter-
national criminal investigation course,
Fortun, who is grateful to the TOYM
Foundation, the Gerry Roxas Foundation,
the Jaycees and other awards sponsors
for giving her recognition in her home-
land, hopes to be able to write a book on
the cases she’s handled. A good patholo-
gist, she defines, must be meticulous,
must have an eye for details, good com-
munication skills, the right demeanor
and, in the face of the profession’s pre-
carious economic prospects, she laughs,
“an alternate source of income!”  [8]
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Lim resurrects case
of navyman’s suicide

BY EFREN L. DANAD Seniar Reparter

EN. Alfredo Lim on Tuesday raised the inconclusive

finding on the alleged suicide of Ensign Philip Pestano
in 1995 during his cross-examination of a handwriting ex-
pert of the Philippine National Police Crime Laboratory.

The expert, Nelly Sorra, had
told the Senate Committees on
Public Order and lllegal Drugs
and on Games, Amusement and
Sports that she was not aware of
any court decision overturning
her previous experl testimony.
Sorra was the handwriling ex-
pert who had attested that the
handwriting specimens of

Ignacio Arrovo and Jose Pidal
submitted to her were written
by only one person.

Sen. Panfilo Lacson alleged
that the President's husband,
Mike Arrovo, used the alias
“Jose Pidal” in opening multi-
million bank accounts, but
Ignacio Arrovo claimed that he
was the real "Jose Pidal.” He

then presented the findings of
the Crime Lab to prove his
claim.

Lim said, however, that the
findings of the PNP Crime
Laboratory are not always ac-
cepted, He recalled that when
he was director of the Mational
Burcau of Investigation, the
bureau had a different finding
on the alleged suicide note of
Ensign Pestano,

Pestano was found dead on
the BRI Bowmifacio in 199 with
a suicide note nearbv. IHis rela-
tives protested, however, that
thére was no reason for Pesla-

no to take his own life. They
suspected that he was mur-
dered and that his t’\:].‘".lr-(' on
anomalies committed by a su-
perior had something to do
with his death,

The alleged suicide nole was
setit for examination to the PNP
Crime Laboratory, which con-
cluded that the note was writ-
ten by Pestano himself. Lim
said a separate examination by
the NBI concluded that Pestano
did not write the suicide note.

No charges have been filed
on the death of Pestano for lack
of evidence.
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Lim seeks probe into
Pestano death cover-up

BY EFREN L. DANAD
Senior Reporter

SEN. Alfredo Lim on Monday
called for a Senate investiga-
tion into the alleged “cover-
up” of the “murder” of Ensign
Philip Pestano 10 years ago.
In a privileged speech, Lim
said the Senate inquiry
should identify the naval of-
ficers and other government
officials responsible for de-
claring the “murder” of
Pestano as a “suicide.”

“A person has to be a Plastic
man to be able to do that,” said
Lim, a former police general
and former director of the Na-
tional Bureau of Investigation.

The absence of powder
burns on the hands of Pestano
and the finding that the gun
discovered at the crime scene
was not the death gun rein-
forced the belief that foul play
was involved.

Lim said the cover-up had re-
sulted in the mysterious disap-
pearance of two navy personnel,

Pestano as a “suicide.”

Pestano, a graduate of the
Philippine Military Academy
Class '93, was found dead
anboard the BRP Bacolod City
on September 27, 1995,

Investigations by the Navy
and the PNP Criminal Investi-
gation and Detection Group
ruled Pestano’s death a sui-
cide. Lim, however, cited find-
ings to indicate that Pestano
was murdered.

“Two shots were fired as in-
dicated by the bullet holes in
the wall. A man who shoots
himself in the temple will have
no opportunity to shoot him-
self a second time,” Lim said.

He also noted that the bullet
that hit Pestano’s head had a
downward trajectory.

pearance of two navy personnel,
including the radio operator
who had received reports about
the presence of drugs onboard
the BRP Bacoled City and told
Pestano about it, The second,
said to be a witness, was report-
edly washed overboard.

The late Sen. Marcelo
Fernan, chair of the Senate
Committee on Justice in the
Tenth Congress, investigated
the Pestano case and filed a 48-
page finding that Pestano did
not kill himself. The Office of
the Ombudsman, however, re-
fused to reopen the Pestano
death case, saying it was a
“waste of time” because of the
passage of time and because
the pieces of evidence had
been tampered with.







