
 
 
May 5, 2016 

 
Mr. Duncan 
Tillamook High School​ ​  
2605 12th Street 
Tillamook, OR 97141 

 
 
Dear Mr. Duncan: 
 
I just wanted to let you know about the interesting thing I noticed while looking into the idea of relativity.  Did 
you know that Einstein wasn’t even a physicist when the idea popped into his head? Hard to imagine, but this 
is how the story goes.  

 
Turns out he was some kind of genius. He said many interesting things that had little to do with physics. My 
passionate sense of social justice and social responsibility has always contrasted oddly with my pronounced 
lack of need for direct contact with other human beings and human communities. I am truly a 'lone traveler' and 
have never belonged to my country, my home 
 
  
This topic brings me to that worst outcrop of herd life, the military system, which I abhor... This plague-spot of 
civilization ought to be abolished with all possible speed. Heroism on command, senseless violence, and all 
the loathsome nonsense that goes by the name of patriotism -- how passionately I hate them! 
 
Sincerely, 
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