Seniors

Please choose one of the following three books. You should take handwritten notes on it in
anticipation of a summer reading writing assignment during the first week of academics in the
fall. Th ay will rth 1 rcent of your first trimester grade.

laughing at my
nightmare

Laughing at My Nightmare, by Shane Burcaw

With acerbic wit and a hilarious voice, Shane Burcaw's Laughing at My Nightmare describes the
challenges he faces as a twenty-one-year-old with spinal muscular atrophy. From awkward
handshakes to having a girlfriend and everything in between, Shane handles his situation with
humor and a "you-only-live-once" perspective on life. While he does talk about everyday issues
that are relatable to teens, he also offers an eye-opening perspective on what it is like to have a
life threatening disease.



JOEL CHRISTIAN GILL

Fights, by Joel Christian Bill (graphic novel)

Fights is the visceral and deeply affecting memoir of artist/author Joel Christian Gill, chronicling
his youth and coming of age as a Black child in a chaotic landscape of rough city streets and
foreboding backwoods. Please note: this book contains adult situations and subject matter that
some students might find disturbing.

Propelled into a world filled with uncertainty and desperation, young Joel is pushed toward using
violence to solve his problems by everything and everyone around him. But fighting doesn’t
always yield the best results for a confused and sensitive kid who yearns for a better, more
fulfilling life than the one he was born into, as Joel learns in a series of brutal conflicts that

eventually lead him to question everything he has learned about what it truly means to fight for
one’s life.



Fire Keeper’s Daughter, by Angeline Boulley

Eighteen-year-old Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit in, both in her hometown and on the
nearby Ojibwe reservation. She dreams of a fresh start at college, but when family tragedy
strikes, Daunis puts her future on hold to look after her fragile mother. The only bright spot is
meeting Jamie, the charming new recruit on her brother Levi’s hockey team. Yet even as Daunis
falls for Jamie, she senses the dashing hockey star is hiding something. Everything comes to
light when Daunis witnesses a shocking murder, thrusting her into an FBI investigation of a
lethal new drug.

Reluctantly, Daunis agrees to go undercover, drawing on her knowledge of chemistry and
Ojibwe traditional medicine to track down the source. But the search for truth is more
complicated than Daunis imagined, exposing secrets and old scars. At the same time, she grows
concerned with an investigation that seems more focused on punishing the offenders than
protecting the victims. Now, as the deceptions—and deaths—keep growing, Daunis must learn
what it means to be a strong Anishinaabe kwe (Ojibwe woman) and how far she’ll go for her
community, even if it tears apart the only world she’s ever known.



